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HISTORIC DISTRICT INFORMATION FORM (HDIF) 
Revised June 2015 

 

INSTRUCTIONS:  Use this form for a National Register nomination for a district such as a residential 

neighborhood, downtown commercial area, or an entire city.  If you are nominating an individual 

building or a small complex of buildings such as a farm or a school campus, use the Historic Property 

Information Form (HPIF).  The information called for by this form is required for a National Register 

nomination and is based on the National Park Service’s National Register Bulletin:  How to Complete 

the National Register Registration Form.  Therefore, the information must be provided to support a 

request for a National Register nomination.   

 

You may use this form on your computer and insert information at the appropriate places.  This form is 

available online at www.georgiashpo.org, or by e-mail from the Historic Preservation Division (HPD).  

Submit the information on a CD or DVD in Word format (not pdf) and send a hard copy. 

 

Make sure you include all requested information.  This will greatly expedite the processing of your 

nomination and avoid HPD from having to ask for it.  Information requested in this HDIF is necessary 

to document the district to National Register standards and will be incorporated into the final National 

Register form prepared by HPD’s staff. 

 

If you wish to use the official National Register nomination form instead of this form, please contact the 

National Register Program Manager at the Historic Preservation Division for direction; be advised that 

if you use the official National Register form, you must include all of the information and support 

documentation called for on this HDIF and submit Section 1 of the HDIF.  (Please be advised that our 

office uses our own form (available on our web page) and not the one that can be found on the 

National Park Service web page.)  

 

The HDIF consists of six sections of information required for a National Register nomination: 

 

Section 1. General Information 

Section 2. Description 

Section 3.   History 

Section 4. Significance 

Section 5. Support Documentation and Checklist  

Section 6. Additional Guidelines 

 

BE SURE TO RETURN ALL PAGES OF THE HDIF AND KEEP COPIES FOR YOURSELF (BOTH 

A HARD COPY AND AN ELECTRONIC VERSION).  

 

Before submitting your application, review the checklist on page 21 to make sure you have included all 

the required information. 

 

To expedite processing of the nomination, keep the formatting of your HDIF simple and submit your 

request on standard 8 ½ x 11-inch sheets with oversize maps folded or rolled.  Please be sure that page 

numbers appear in your document. 

 

DO NOT send nomination materials in binders, plastic page covers, or spiral bound.  

http://www.georgiashpo.org/
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DO NOT mount photographs.  Use an envelope or rubber band to keep photographs together. 

If you have any questions about this form or the information required for a National Register nomination, 

please feel free to contact HPD’s National Register Program Manager at 770-389-7843 or National 

Register Specialist at 770-389-7842. 

 

RETURN HDIF AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS TO: 

 

National Register Program Manager 

Jewett Center for Historic Preservation 

2610 Georgia Highway 155, SW 

Stockbridge, GA  30281 
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SECTION 1 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

1. Historic Name of District (see Section 3.B.1):  East Atlanta Historic District 

  

2. Location of District:  List principal streets, highways, and geographic features within and around 

the district (indicate whether highways are federal, state, or county routes):     

• The East Atlanta Historic District is bounded on the north by Interstate-20 (I-20); the western 

boundary is drawn along Moreland Avenue, and also defines the western political boundary of 

DeKalb County. The eastern boundary is drawn generally along I-20 as it curves south, which 

creates the informal boundary of the neighborhood. The southern boundary is amorphous, but 

encompasses streets containing higher numbers of contributing properties than that further south. 

• City or vicinity of:  Atlanta   

• County:  DeKalb County 

• Zip Code of the district:  30316  

• Approximate distance and direction from county seat:  5.1 miles west of Decatur, GA (DeKalb 

County); 3.6 miles east of Atlanta (Fulton County) 

 

3. Acreage of district to be nominated (approximately):   

• 1.84 square miles (1,176 acres) 

 

4. a.  Total Number of Historic/Contributing Resources in district (from Section 2.A. p. 6):    

• 3,169 buildings 

• Six (6) objects: The General McPherson monument is located at the intersection of McPherson 

and Metropolitan Avenues. Four (4) extant State Historical Markers placed before 1968 

(Cleburne’s & Maney’s Divs. (intersection of Flat Shoals & Ormewood Avenue; placed 1956); 

Cleburne Outflanked Left Wing, 17th A.C. (on Haas Avenue north of Glenwood Avenue; placed 

1956); Cleburne’s Div. in the Federal Rear (intersection of Patterson and Metropolitan Avenues; 

placed 1956); Historic Ground 1864 (at the McPherson Monument, intersection of McPherson 

and Monument Avenues; placed 1956) (a fifth state historical marker is missing/no longer extant: 

Fuller’s Div. 16th A.C. (Eastside Avenue, south of McPherson Avenue; placed 1956)). 

• Two (2) sites - Brownwood Park is bounded by the rear lot lines of properties fronting 

Brownwood Avenue, SE on the west; Ormewood Avenue, SE on the south, the rear lot lines of 

properties fronting Gresham Avenue, SE on the east; and Portland Avenue on the north.  

Sylvester Cemetery is located adjacent to the intersection of Clifton Road, SE and Braeburn 

Circle. 

 

b. Total Number of Noncontributing Resources in district (from Section 2.A. p. 6): 

• 462 buildings 

• One (1) State Historical Markers placed after 1968 – Maney’s Div. in the Battle of Atlanta 

(Pendleton Street in Brownwood Park; placed 1984). 

 

5. Are a majority of buildings in the district less than 50 years old? No.   

 If yes, see instructions on page 29 and explain on page 14.    
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6. Property Ownership 

Does a federal agency (ex. U.S. Postal Service, General Services Administration) own property within 

the district?  Yes.   

 

If yes, provide the name of the agency/agencies and the name and address of the federally owned 

building(s): 

• U.S. Post Office located at 1231 Metropolitan Avenue 

 

NOTE:  A letter of support for the district nomination from an agency or organization that represents 

property owners in the district must be included with the HDIF.  Acceptable agencies/organizations are:  

city or county governments, neighborhood associations, historical societies, or preservation 

organizations. 

• See Appendix #1  

 

NOTE:  In districts of 50 property owners or less, a list of the property owners of record must be 

submitted.  The list should include the name, address of the property within the district, and mailing 

address for each property owner.  This information can be obtained at the county tax assessor’s office.   

• N/A 

Do the property owners within the district support nomination of the district to the National Register?  

Explain: 

• Yes.  By a unanimous vote at the May, 2016 East Atlanta Community Association (EACA) 

meeting, the association and residents in attendance at the meeting indicated support for and 

sponsorship of the effort to nominate the East Atlanta neighborhood to the National Register of 

Historic Places.  An additional vote to formally nominate the district will be taken prior to the 

submission of the final draft to the State Historic Preservation Office.  

 

Have any of the following been informed about the nomination of this district to the National Register?  

What has been their involvement, if any, in the nomination process?  Be as specific as possible.   

The following have been informed regarding the nomination of this district to the National Register: 

• East Atlanta Community Association has provided research support for this project and 

neighborhood residents of have provided information, photographs, and other resources that have 

made the production of this document possible. 

• Georgia Historic Preservation Division—HPD staff has provided research and logistical 

assistance in support of this project. 

• Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC)—the ARC has provide logistical support related to map 

production for this project. 

• DeKalb History Center (DHC)—DHC staff has provided research assistance in support of this 

project. 

• Atlanta History Center (AHC)—AHC staff has provided research assistance in support of this 

project. 

• Atlanta Urban Design Commission (AUDC)—AUDC staff has been informed of this project. 

 

Is the nomination of the district part of a larger formal or informal preservation program in the area?  

Explain: 

• No. 
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7. Sponsor of Nomination (the district sponsor must represent property owners in the 

district).  The Historic Preservation Division has established guidelines for proposing National 

Register district nominations at the local level.  The guidelines are intended to ensure that 

property owners, neighborhood or civic associations, local historical societies or preservation 

organizations, city and county government officials, and the general public are informed about 

the National Register of Historic Places and are given the opportunity to participate in the 

preparation of the nomination and comment on the nomination.  The nomination sponsor is 

responsible for ensuring public notice and involvement. 

• Name(s) of local sponsor:  East Atlanta Community Association (EACA) 

• Organization or agency (if applicable): 

• Mailing Address: PO Box 18366 

• City:  Atlanta     

• State:  GA   

• Zip Code: 30316  

• Telephone—Monday-Friday daytime and/or work 678/758-7820 

• E-mail: lewis.cartee@gmail.com 

 

8. Form prepared by 

• Name(s): Graduate students enrolled in HIST 8700 (Spring 2017) including: Josh Curtis, 

Dana De Lessio, Blake Fortune, Cari Foster, Jana Futch, Phillipé Gonzalez, Marnie 

Gordon, Aretha Hills, Dennis Lovello, Amber Ray, Stacy Rieke, and Sean Yates.  These 

students prepared this document under the supervision of Heritage Preservation Program 

director Richard Laub.; Stephanie L. Cherry Farmer, neighborhood volunteer 

• Title and Organization or Company, if any:  Georgia State University Department of 

History; GSU Heritage Preservation Program 

• Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 4117 

• City:  Atlanta       

• State:  GA     

• Zip Code: 30302-4117  

• Telephone—Monday-Friday daytime and/or work:  404/413-6365 

• E-mail: rlaub@gsu.edu  

• Date:  5/15/18 

• What is your relationship to or interest in the district?  Preparation of this form is part of a 

class project during the spring semester 2017 in the Case Studies (HIST 8700) class of the 

Heritage Preservation Program at Georgia State University. 

 

Edited and expanded by Stephanie L. Cherry-Farmer; neighborhood resident and property owner  

 

 9. Reasons for nominating the district (Explain all that apply) 

• Recognition (explain): The East Atlanta neighborhood is being nominated to the National 

Register of Historic Places because it illustrates how residential and commercial development of 

a formerly agricultural region transformed into a commuter suburb, and later, an urban 

neighborhood, on the east side of the City of Atlanta. This neighborhood also illustrates how 

desegregation, integration, and white flight in the mid-to-late twentieth century and early twenty-

first century affected the neighborhood over time. 

mailto:lewis.cartee@gmail.com
mailto:rlaub@gsu.edu
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• Grant Assistance (explain; have you inquired as to the availability of grants or received a grant 

application?): No. 

• Tax Incentives (explain; have you inquired about the applicability of tax incentives or received 

application forms?): No. 

• Protection (explain need): Listing on the National Register of Historic Places is often a prelude 

to local designation which will provide a higher level of protection for resources within the 

district.  Additionally, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act will help ensure that 

the East Atlanta neighborhood will be taken into account when potential Federal undertakings 

are proposed in the vicinity. 

• Part of a larger preservation plan (explain): No. 

• Minority Resource (explain): East Atlanta has played an important role in the African American 

community in social history.  School integration, and white flight are all part of East Atlanta’s 

cultural history.  

• Other public interest in this nomination (explain): No. 
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HDIF—SECTION 2 
 

DESCRIPTION 
 

A. Number of Contributing and Noncontributing Resources:   
 

NOTE: The below are draft numbers. These numbers will change substantially when HPD does 

its final resource count and establishes the final district boundary at the time that the nomination 

is forwarded to the Georgia National Register Review Board. 

 

Provide the number of each type of contributing resource in the district.  Contributing resources 

are generally over 50 years old (or within the period of significance for a district that is less than 

50 years old) and retain their historic physical features.  Count all resources except small buildings 

such as garages or sheds. 

 

● Buildings (house, barn, store, office, school, etc.):  

● 3,169 

● Structures (windmill, bridge, ship, corncrib, power plant, etc.): 

● N/A 

● Sites (prehistoric or historic:  battlefield, ruin, cemetery, archaeological sites, landscape features, 
etc.): 

● Two (2)—Brownwood Park and Sylvester Cemetery 

● Objects (sculpture, monument, statue, fountain, etc.): 

● Six (6) objects: The General McPherson monument is located at the intersection of 

McPherson and Metropolitan Avenues. Four (4) extant State Historical Markers placed 

before 1968 (Cleburne’s & Maney’s Divs. (intersection of Flat Shoals & Ormewood 

Avenue; placed 1956); Cleburne Outflanked Left Wing, 17th A.C. (on Haas Avenue north 

of Glenwood Avenue; placed 1956); Cleburne’s Div. in the Federal Rear (intersection of 

Patterson and Metropolitan Avenues; placed 1956); Historic Ground 1864 (at the 

McPherson Monument, intersection of McPherson and Monument Avenues; placed 

1956) (a fifth state historical marker is missing/no longer extant: Fuller’s Div. 16 th A.C. 

(Eastside Avenue, south of McPherson Avenue; placed 1956)). 

 

NOTE:  Report the total number of contributing resources in Section 1, number 4. 

 

Provide the number of each type of noncontributing resource.  Noncontributing resources are 

either less than 50 years old (or outside the period of significance for a district that is less than 50 

years old) OR are over 50 years old but have lost their historic physical features due to additions, 

alterations, deterioration, etc. to the extent that they are unrecognizable as historic. 

● Buildings (house, barn, store, office, school, etc.):  

● 462 

● Structures (windmill, bridge, ship, corncrib, power plant, etc.): 

● N/A 

● Sites (prehistoric or historic:  battlefield, ruin, cemetery, archaeological sites, landscape features, 

etc.): 

● N/A  

● Objects (sculpture, monument, statue, fountain, etc.): 
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● One (1) Civil War State Historical Marker – Maney’s Div. in the Battle of Atlanta 

(Pendleton Street in Brownwood (Joseph E. Brown) Park; placed 1984) 

 

NOTE:  Report the total number of noncontributing resources in Section 1, number 5. 

 

 

 

B.  Description 

Provide a written description of the district to be nominated.  The description should be straightforward 

and factual.  It should be based on a thorough examination of the district, including, if necessary, a 

property-by-property survey.  Most, if not all, of the following points should be addressed.  For each 

point, describe as thoroughly as possible.  The description should provide a written “photograph” of 

the district.  Cross-reference the written description with the photographs and the district 

map.  Professional terminology is not required but may be used.  
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1. Summary description—overall character, appearance, and historical development of the 

entire nominated district: 

 

The East Atlanta Historic District (the district), straddling the border that divides the eastern fringes of 

the City of Atlanta and western unincorporated Dekalb County, is a large and diverse neighborhood of 

single-family homes, schools, parkland, and churches, centered on a commercial district. There are also 

two additional, smaller, commercial nodes in the district.  The neighborhood’s historic resources reflect 

its evolution from a rural area to an Atlanta streetcar suburb, and finally, to an urban area with substantial 

automobile-oriented development. The neighborhood is low-lying, and its terrain is a combination of 

rolling hills and flat land with a number of creeks and tributaries. The landscape includes many mature 

trees and plantings. The district reflects the piecemeal development pattern of a large area developed as 

a result of multiple subdivisions and a variety of owners over the course of the late nineteenth and first 

half of the twentieth centuries.  Most blocks in the northern, older part of the district are laid out in a 

gridded pattern, reflecting traditional late nineteenth and early twentieth century, pedestrian- and 

streetcar-oriented development patterns.  Blocks further south, developed almost entirely during the mid-

twentieth century, are laid out in a more curvilinear and system with streets that often terminate in cul-

de-sacs or dead-ends, reflecting a later, automobile-centric period of development.  As the neighborhood 

continually developed over different periods, block sizes, lot sizes, setbacks, and road widths varied by 

subdivision. Development was also piecemeal within subdivisions, as advancements in grading and 

excavation equipment rendered feasible the development of lots that were initially undevelopable. House 

types include examples of several forms and styles popular in Georgia between the 1890s and the 1960s. 

The most prolific house types in the district are bungalows from the 1920s-1930s, and American Small 

Houses and ranch houses from the mid-twentieth century (1940s-1960s). Architectural styles 

exemplified in the district also span the spectrum of those popular throughout the historic period. The 

Craftsman, English Vernacular Revival, and Colonial Revival styles, along with the Plain Style Ranch 

House, are among the most popular residential architectural styles in the district.  Community landmark 

buildings include the Madison Theater (1929), the East Atlanta Bank (now the Flatiron Building) (1911), 

Martha Brown United Methodist Church (now the Eastside Methodist Church) (1918), Moreland 

Avenue Baptist Church (now First Iconium Baptist) (1920s-1961), Peterson Elementary School (now 

the Adult Education Center) (1957), and East Atlanta High School (1958).  The only park in the district 

is Brownwood Park.  While some areas of the East Atlanta have seen new, non-historic development, 

the integrity of the district as a whole remains high. 

     

2.  Natural terrain, natural landmarks, geographic features in and around the district: 

 

The natural terrain of East Atlanta includes a combination of rolling hills and flat land, typical of the 

Piedmont region of the Southeast. In some portions of the district, especially those near the southern 

boundary, creeks have carved deeply dissected ravines, creating land that was difficult to develop and 

remained vacant historically. The natural terrain includes mature evergreen trees along with various 

types of mature deciduous trees.  Entrenchment Creek flows south through the District from Pendleton 

Street in Brownwood Park.  The creek forks northward and flows between Cedarbrook Court and 

Cloverdale Drive at the south end of the District.  An unnamed tributary of Sugar Creek flows near the 

eastern boundary of the district parallel to Flat Shoals Road between Paoli Avenue and Hilburn Drive 

and underneath I-20 through a culvert (outside the district).  Another unnamed tributary begins at the 

east end of McPherson Avenue and flows southwest terminating at Patterson Avenue near Glenwood 

Avenue. 
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3.  Distinct parts, areas, or sections of the district (ex. commercial, residential, industrial, African-

American, agricultural, etc.): 

 

The district can be divided into five distinct parts, including three commercial areas (one commercial 

district and two subsidiary commercial nodes) and two roughly-bounded residential areas defined by 

platting characteristics. The primary commercial area is the commercial district centered around 

Glenwood Avenue/Flat Shoals Avenue, commonly called the East Atlanta Village (or “The Village”) 

today, which contains the majority of the district’s commercial resources. The second commercial node 

can be found on the east side of the intersection at Moreland and Ormewood avenues.  A third small 

commercial node is located on Bouldercrest Road at its Y-shaped intersection with Flat Shoals Road.   

 

Commercial development in The Village, some of the oldest in the district, radiates out from the 

intersection of Flat Shoals Avenue and Glenwood Avenue, and features a mix of retail and office space. 

The Village saw most of its growth during the 1910s and 1920s. A trolley line once ran along Moreland 

Avenue, approximately four blocks east of the Village, and helped to boost the new suburb’s 

development during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries via transportation amenities. The 

oldest documented extant building in the district’s commercial node is the East Atlanta Bank building 

(often referred to as Flatiron), which was constructed in 1911. Most of the historic buildings in the 

commercial area are constructed of solid masonry, feature minimal ornamentation, and are one story in 

height, with a few two-story examples. These buildings abut wide sidewalks, creating a pedestrian- 

friendly environment with retail that activates the street. While this pattern of commercial development 

historically extended in a less dense fashion north to Memorial Drive (outside the district) Interstate 20 

(I-20), completed in 1962, bisected the northern portion of the neighborhood, obliterating the former 

northernmost portion of the neighborhood and severing the connection of the historic commercial 

properties that still exist at the intersection of Moreland Avenue and Memorial Drive to the East Atlanta 

Village. Today, just northwest of the intersection of Metropolitan and Flat Shoals avenues, a clear pattern 

of newer twentieth century development begins and includes several businesses, government buildings 

such as the East Atlanta fire station, and new residential apartments, none of which are historic.  

 

Flat Shoals Avenue was historically the neighborhood’s primary thoroughfare, with Glenwood Avenue 

serving as a secondary thoroughfare. These streets today reflect the traditional commercial development 

patterns noted above: pedestrian-oriented commercial development abuts the sidewalk, with the densest 

concentration at the intersection of Flat Shoals and Glenwood avenues. Substantial parking lots are 

located behind the commercial buildings. Commercial development extends from this intersection in all 

directions, giving way initially to late-nineteenth and early twentieth century housing, and then, to later 

mid-twentieth century housing.  

 

In the mid-twentieth century, Flat Shoals was increasingly overshadowed Moreland Avenue, which has 

served as East Atlanta’s busiest thoroughfare since the opening of I-20 in the area in 1962. Businesses 

along Moreland Avenue tend to be spread out and set further back from the road to accommodate parking 

lots, although limited resources evidence the former development pattern, such as the one story 

standalone tire shop located at 503 Moreland Avenue and the adjacent brick multiple retail building at 

1188 Glenwood Avenue, both dating from the 1950s, remain extant. Some houses along this historically 

primarily residential portion of the street have been converted to commercial (office) or community 

(church) uses, but most remain residential.  

 

 



 

11 

Other commercial development in the district primarily dates to the mid-twentieth century. Single-story, 

single- and multiple-retail buildings at the intersections of Ormewood and Moreland avenues and Flat 

Shoals and Bouldercrest roads are, much like those in the primary commercial node, brick-veneered and 

lacking a defined style as a result of minimal ornamentation, but unlike the primary commercial node, 

these buildings were constructed so as to accommodate the automobile, with ample, original parking 

either in front of the building or to the side. The commercial node at Ormewood and Moreland avenues 

is composed of single-retail buildings, while the multiple retail type dominates the Bouldercrest-Flat 

Shoals intersection.  

 

Residential development grew outwards from the Village beginning around the turn of the century and 

continuing through the 1960s. The first platted residential development was to the north and east of the 

Village and is characterized by a standardized, gridded system of streets.  This area, initially platted in 

the 1880s-1890s, was influenced by the location and routes of the streetcar system, and features regular, 

rectilinear lots and sidewalks for pedestrian travel. Most of this area developed beginning in the 1890s 

through 1930s.  The oldest extant houses in this area were likely constructed in the 1890s.  Metropolitan 

Avenue features many of the oldest houses in East Atlanta, which exemplify architectural types that were 

popular in Georgia in the 1880s and 1890s, including Queen Anne cottages and Queen Anne houses.  

Residential development increased during the 1920s and bungalows, many with Craftsman style 

features, are one of the most common house types in this area and the district as a whole, particularly 

north of Ormewood Avenue and Newton Avenues. Within this area, although street and lot layout retain 

the aforementioned pre-automobile development characteristics north of Newtown and east of Eastside 

Avenue, these areas were actually only sparsely developed until the 1940s, and these streets are today 

populated with only a very occasional residence pre-dating 1940.  

 

Areas further south and southeast of the Village, such as Maynard Terrace and Braeburn Drive,  

experienced massive residential growth through a somewhat piecemeal platting and development 

process, beginning in the 1940s.  Much of this growth can be attributed to residents and businesses in 

East Atlanta becoming more automobile-dependent. These residential sections can be recognized by 

their increasingly curvilinear layout, beginning with slight curves in street as far north as Van Vleck 

Avenue, and eventually morphing into cul-de-sacs, larger lots, and lack of sidewalks. Residential growth 

in Dekalb County increased exponentially in the 1940s and 1950s, and this broader area trend is 

evidenced by the nature of development in the district south of Ormewood and Newton avenues all the 

way through the district to its southern reaches. Along with the platting and streetscape characteristics 

mentioned, an overwhelming abundance of American Small House and Ranch house types reflect this 

mid-twentieth century growth.  Many of these houses were part of substantial residential development 

that comprised entire streets, blocks and neighborhoods in the southern half of the District.  This area 

also features the most non-historic infill of any areas in East Atlanta.  There are several clusters of non-

historic, infill residential construction that has occurred since the 1990s throughout the southern half of 

the District.  

 

Anomalies to this pattern include Flat Shoals Avenue, Bouldercrest Drive, and Moreland Avenue, which, 

as long-term area thoroughfares, are populated with some houses dating to at least the 1920s throughout 

their lengths within the district. One of the oldest documented houses in the district, the 1906 Zuber-

Jarrell House (810 Flat Shoals Avenue), is at very near the center of the district, far south of earlier older 

development. Older houses become increasingly less common moving further south and east on these 

thoroughfares, with housing dating entirely to the 1950s and later lining these streets at the far south and 

east reaches of the district.  
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4.  Pattern of land subdivision, including street layout, lot layout, alignment of major highways, 

field systems, etc.; and relationship of this pattern of land subdivision to the natural terrain and 

to the physical development of the district: 

 

The commercial lots lining Flat Shoals Avenue and throughout the primary commercial node abut the 

sidewalk, were built deep to maximize office space, but are only typically one to two stories tall. 

Commercial lots along Moreland Avenue differ from those in the Village in having deep setbacks to 

accommodate parking. The northern and eastern border of the gridded residential section is bounded by 

I-20.   

 

In the northern portion of the district, which was earliest portion of East Atlanta that was developed, 

subdivisions included gridded streets, and lot sizes that vary from roughly half an acre in the 

northernmost blocks to an average of a quarter acre in the lots surrounding Brownwood Park.  Residential 

lots tend to be rectangular in shape, with the narrow end facing the street.  Driveways are less common 

in the areas closest to the Village, and therefore platted earliest (north of Glenwood and west of East 

Side avenues; north of Ormewood and west of Stokeswood avenues), but do exist.  Streets such as 

McPherson Avenue, Patterson Avenue, Gresham Avenue, and May Avenue have many lots that include 

driveways, along with many that do not.   

 

The pattern of land subdivision general south of Ormewood and Newton avenues reflects its later 

development. This southern portion of the District features curvilinear streets with larger lot sizes (half 

acre to three-quarters of an acre) than the streets to the north.  Driveways are not only typical, but are 

accommodated by almost every lot in this area, reflecting its automobile-centric, suburban development 

character. Streets tend to be wider than those in the gridded, northern section of the district, but sidewalks 

are largely absent. Cul-de-sacs are a prominent feature in these southern residential areas of the District, 

with examples of this at Hillwood Court, Cedarbrook Court, and Cloverdale Drive.   

 

5.  Arrangement or placement of buildings and structures on lots within the district; relationship 

of buildings and structures to one another and to their surroundings; density of development: 

 

Many buildings on lots within the primary commercial area are usually flush with adjacent buildings at 

the zero lot line. There are gaps between some buildings, some of which are the locations of preexisting 

buildings that have been demolished, and some of which are historically vacant strips/lots. These gaps 

now access parking behind the buildings lining Flat Shoals Avenue and Glenwood avenues.  

 

The density of the residential areas of the district is best characterized as high to medium. Building 

setbacks tend to be uniform by street throughout the district- infill housing is often easily identified by 

its incompatible setback relative to the rest of the houses on a street. Setbacks are narrower along the 

more northern, gridded streets (Photo #18).  Density along the curvilinear streets of the district tends to 

be medium, with houses further apart than those along the gridded streets to the north.  The setbacks, as 

well, tend to be larger (20 to 30 feet) than those along the gridded streets.  Setbacks also tend to be 

relatively uniform on most streets in this part of East Atlanta (Photo #255). Houses are typically sited in 

the center of lots throughout the district. 

 

6.  Architectural characteristics of the district, including:  periods, styles, and types of buildings 

and structures; design qualities, scale and proportion, construction materials and techniques, and 
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workmanship.  This section of the description should address the architectural character and 

appearance of the district as a whole or by identifiable areas of the district (question 3 above), as 

appropriate.  Describe specific examples to illustrate certain points or represent a class of similar 

properties for each area of the district.  Specific examples should include addresses and be cross-

referenced to photographs: 

 

Most contributing properties in the district are residential.  East Atlanta includes numerous representative 

examples of house types and styles that were popular in Georgia from the late nineteenth to the mid-

twentieth centuries. As documented in Georgia's Living Places: Historic Houses in Their Landscaped 

Settings, a house "type" refers to the overall form (the outline or "envelope") of the main or original part 

of the house and the general layout of the interior rooms. This includes the floor plan and the height. In 

contrast, a "style" relates primarily to the external ornament or decoration of a house and also to the 

aesthetic qualities of its overall form.  Houses belonging to the same type may exhibit different styles, 

and the same architectural style may appear on different house types. Many houses in Georgia have little 

or no architectural style and are characterized only by their type.  

 

Residential Types  

 

The residential architectural characteristics of East Atlanta Historic District are diverse and consist of 

both one- and two-story houses, with the vast majority being one-story. The most common house types 

in the district are the bungalow, American Small House, and ranch house, including the compact and 

linear ranch sub-types.  Other one-story house types in the district include the Queen Anne Cottage, 

pyramid cottage, side-gabled cottage, gabled wing cottage, and English Cottage. Two-story types in the 

district include the Queen Anne House, Georgian House, split-level, split-foyer and the two-story mid-

20th century traditional.  

 

The Queen Anne cottage is a one-story, asymmetrical house type. Popular during the 1880s and 1890s 

as middle-class housing in both urban and rural areas, this type is composed of a principal square mass 

with gabled projections.  There is no central hallway, roofs are generally hipped, and interior chimneys 

are most common. Many Queen Anne cottages include a wide covered porch that often extends around 

the side of the house. Queen Anne cottages in the neighborhood feature wood detailing, and while most 

still have their wood siding, others have been recently clad in newer synthetic siding. An example of this 

house type is located at 453 Haas Avenue (Photo #20). 

 

The new south cottage is similar to the Queen Anne cottage, in that it is composed of a principal square 

mass with gabled projections. However, these projections are symmetrical on a new south cottage, as 

the house features a central hallway plan. The hallway is flanked by pairs of rooms, one or both of which 

might project forward. These homes were popular in Georgia from the 1890s to the 1920s. Examples of 

this type is 1267 and 1282 McPherson Avenue. 

 

The pyramid cottage is a square-mass, four-room house without a hallway. Constructed between 1910 

and 1930, pyramid cottages are defined by a steeply-pitched pyramidal roof. An example of this type 

can be found at 1406 May Avenue. 

 

The Gabled Wing Cottage was a popular Georgia house type in the early twentieth century, in a T- or L-

shaped plan, typically with a gabled roof.  Sometimes called the gable-wing or the gable-ell house type, 

the Gabled Wing Cottage consists of a gable-front at one end of a recessed wing that runs parallel to the 



 

14 

primary façade.  The front door, usually located in the recessed wing, may lead into a hallway or directly 

into the room in the wing. The Gabled Wing Cottage was popular throughout Georgia in both rural and 

urban areas and in both modest and well-to-do neighborhoods.  Examples of this house type are located 

at 1508 Marbut Avenue and 1261 McPherson Avenue, and 480 Haas Avenue. 

 

The Queen Anne house is a two- to three-story version of the Queen Anne cottage, comprised of a square 

central-mass with gabled projections on the front and side. Homes of the Queen Anne type are 

asymmetrical in arrangement, and no central hallway is present. Popular during the 1880s and 1890s, 

the façade is asymmetrical; multiple gables project from the steeply-pitched roof that may incorporate a 

tower. Many include a wide covered porch that often extends around the side of the house.  

Queen Anne houses in the neighborhood feature wood detailing, and while most still have their wood 

siding, others have been recently clad in newer synthetic siding. Examples, such as 454 Haas Avenue 

and 1304 Metropolitan Avenue are extant in the northernmost, oldest portion of the district only. 

 

The Georgian house is a two-story, symmetrical, eight-room house with a central hallway and a hipped 

or gabled roof that usually includes interior chimneys. The plan shape is square or nearly square. Popular 

in Georgia from the first decades of the 19th century through the first decades of the 20th century, the 

type would have been most prolific in Atlanta between 1900 and 1930. It is named not for the state, but 

for its floor plan, associated with 18th century Georgian architecture. Examples of the Georgian house in 

east Atlanta can be found at 669 Flat Shoals Avenue and 1240 McPherson Avenue. 

 

The bungalow was popular in rural areas, towns, and cities in Georgia during the early twentieth century. 

It is divided into four subtypes based on roof form and orientation (front gable, side gable, hipped or 

cross gable). The forms are long and low with irregular floor plans. Bungalows often feature elements 

of the Craftsman style, including brackets, exposed rafter tails, and pier-based porch supports. Large, 

integral front porches are a typical element of this type. During the 1910s and 1920s, here was a strong 

nationwide demand for small, relatively inexpensive houses, and bungalows fit the bill nicely. This is 

one of the most common house types in East Atlanta, with most examples dating to the 1920s and 1930s. 

Streets such as May Avenue, Van Epps Avenue and Brownwood Avenue exhibit numerous good 

examples of Bungalows (Photo #37). A significant concentration of this type exists in much of the 

Brownwood Park subdivision, where the majority of the houses along Brownwood and Gresham avenues 

can be identified as bungalows.  

 

A picturesque house type usually found with English Vernacular Revival stylistic details, the English 

Cottage is most distinctive for its cross-gabled massing and front chimney.  Unlike in the gable-wing 

house types, the cross-gabled massing of the English Cottage is tightly held in a compact square or 

rectangular block, so that the front gable projects slightly, if at all.  A secondary gable-front or recessed 

opening may mark the entry, which is typically near the center of the facade.  Occasionally one of the 

front corners of the house clusters around the small entrance vestibule, which may contain a stairway to 

an upper half-story of bedrooms.  The English Cottage was very popular among middle-class Georgians 

in the 1930s and 1940s on the edges of towns and in all the suburbs of larger cities.  Examples of English 

Cottages can be seen at 564 Gresham Avenue SE and 570 Moreland Avenue SE (photo #23).  

 

The American Small House is a compact three to five room house with an irregular floor plan and a 

moderately pitched end-gable roof. This type was built from the late 1930s through the mid-1950s in 

larger cities, small towns, and rural areas in Georgia.  It is a simple, compact, economical house with a 

basic rectangular form, usually featuring a moderately pitched side-gabled roof. The house type has its 
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roots in federal housing efforts initiated in the 1930s, and was mass-produced after World War II as a 

low-cost, easily-expanded response to an unprecedented nationwide housing demand. There are many 

examples in East Atlanta, with entire streets (such as Braeburn Drive, Clifton Way, and Cecile Avenue) 

comprised entirely of this house type, developed simultaneously with standardized forms and materials, 

sometimes in slightly different configurations. Examples of this house type can also be found scattered 

throughout the district as infill among older house types. 

 

The ranch house became popular in the 1950s and 1960s throughout Georgia and in East Atlanta, and 

while some served as infill, most ranch construction comprised entire streets or plats in the southern 

portion of the district.  Many streets in the curvilinear residential section of the district are comprised 

almost entirely of ranch houses, with many good examples located on Van Vleck Avenue, Greenleaf 

Road and Cloverdale Drive. Examples of this house type can also be found scattered throughout the 

district among older house types. Ranch houses in East Atlanta are primarily of two identified ranch 

subtypes: the compact ranch and the linear ranch. The Compact ranch house, which is small and 

rectangular with minimal recesses or projections. This is the most common ranch subtype in the district. 

These are found with frequency throughout the neighborhood, with both subterranean and elevated 

basements. The other dominant ranch subtype in the district is the linear ranch, which has a long, 

rectangular form with a length that is at least twice its width. Most are rectangular in plan and feature a 

hipped roof. Most were oriented with the long axis parallel with the street, featuring a carport and/or 

garage at one end and bedrooms organized around a hallway on the opposite end. The neighborhood’s 

ranches are mostly comprised of wood-frame, brick veneer walls and often feature a three-part picture 

window in the front façade. Examples of ranch houses can be seen on Braeburn Drive (Photo #52) and 

Stockbridge Drive (Photo #217). A particularly large ranch house in the context of East Atlanta is located 

at 720 Flat Shoals Avenue.  

 

Split-Level Houses are a common sight in many mid-twentieth-century Georgia neighborhoods.    Never 

as numerous as their Ranch House counterparts, they were nonetheless a popular alternative.  

Characterized by their unique form – three staggered half-floor levels – they clearly distinguished 

themselves from the more prevalent one-story Ranch Houses and the occasional full-two-story houses.  

Yet they wore the same architectural styles -- including the “plain” or “red-brick” style -- and they were 

designed by many of the same designers and built by many of the same builders (Photo #193). In East 

Atlanta, split-level houses are interspersed with ranch houses on many of the streets developed during 

the mid-twentieth century, such as Cloverdale Drive. In the far southeast corner of the district, Montvallo 

Terrace and Hilburn Drive (south of Flat Shoals Road) are lined overwhelmingly with split-level houses, 

in this case, all built between 1962 and 1965.  

 

A recently identified house type not included in Georgia’s Living Places, but currently the subject of 

ongoing analysis by the Historic Preservation Division, is the split-foyer. The split-foyer is a two-story 

type with its primary entrance located between the two levels. The primary entrance is at grade level, 

midway between the two floor levels. From this entry foyer, stairs access the main living level a half-

floor up and the lower level, which is partially below-grade, a half-floor down. The exterior evidence 

denoting this house type is the location of the primary door opening in relation to the windows: the door 

does not line up with the windows for either level. Most popular in Georgia during the 1960s and 1970s; 

a c.1958, and therefore early for the type, example in East Atlanta is1503 McPherson Avenue.1 

                                                 
1 Dr. Richard Cloues. Split-Foyer Houses. Lecture. Georgia Department of Natural Resources: Historic Preservation Division, 
May 8, 2015. 
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Another recently identified type that is currently under analysis by the Historic Preservation Division is 

the two-story mid-century traditional house. This type is two stories in height, with a centrally located 

entrance on the main floor and symmetrical fenestration patterns. In some instances, the upper level 

projects out slightly over the first level on the front or the back of the house, a minor variation based 

on post-Medieval English prototypes. This type has been referenced in previous Georgia historic 

district nominations, including the 2009 nomination for the Fairway Oaks-Greenview Historic District 

in Savannah, and the 2017 nomination for the Longview-Huntley Hills Historic District in Atlanta. An 

example of this type in East Atlanta is located at 708 Flat Shoals Avenue. According to a 1962 auction 

ad, this house was reportedly architect-designed.2 Another example of the type in the district is 1226 

Portland Avenue, constructed in 1949.  

 

Some of the 1930s and older single-family house type examples in East Atlanta were in fact built with 

the option to function as duplexes. This trend is overwhelmingly common only in the Brownwood Park 

subdivision, in which the majority of 1920s and 1930s houses feature two original entrances on the 

primary elevation. Research has revealed that these houses have commonly transitioned back and forth 

from multi-family to single-family usage throughout the historic period. They are defined as single-

family house type for the purposes of this nomination, as from what has been documented, their plan 

more commonly reflect these types- they were typically designed with only one shared kitchen, and one 

shared bathroom, for instance. 

 

In addition to single-family house types, there are a limited number of multi-family dwellings in the 

district. The majority are in the form of small mid-20th century apartment complexes. These complexes 

are composed of one or two buildings, two stories in height, with low-pitched gabled roofs. They exhibit 

no defined academic style, but are brick veneered, with exterior balconies that run the length of the 

buildings. They are transverse on their lots, accommodating vehicle parking to the sides of and in 

between the buildings. These complexes are found at 575 Flat Shoals Avenue, which exhibits a rusticated 

Roman brick veneer exterior, and 830 Moreland Avenue. 

 

Finally, there are a very limited number of true duplexes in the district. 2234 Edgemore Drive reflects 

the general characteristics of a ranch house, but appears to have been designed with two equal living 

spaces, both entered from the primary elevation.  

 

 

 

Residential Architectural Styles 

 

The most common residential architectural styles in East Atlanta are the Queen Anne, Craftsman, 

English Vernacular Revival, and Colonial Revival styles. There are additional limited examples of 

additional styles, including the Neoclassical Revival and the Mediterranean Revival. Among ranch 

houses, the plain style ranch is overwhelming common. Many houses in East Atlanta have no academic 

style. 

 

There are two areas of clustered upper-class residential development in the district, and they are also the 

areas containing the district’s only truly high-style residences. One of these areas comprises portions of 

                                                 
2 “Auction- Friday, April 27th: Green’s Department Store.” Pamphlet. 1962. 
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Metropolitan and Haas avenues. The two-story houses along these streets appear all that remains (and 

likely, all that was ever developed) of the earliest known plat of the district, the pre-1890 “New Town 

of East Atlanta” subdivision, which, based on the house size and style, appears to have been marketed 

to the upper-class. These two-story houses are good examples of the Queen Anne style. The second 

concentration of high-style residences in the district is found along Flat Shoals Avenue between Milton 

Avenue and Cloverdale Drive. Reportedly sometimes referred to as “Millionaire’s Row,” homes in this 

area were historically owned by prominent East Atlantans. This area includes the single building in the 

district already listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the Zuber-Jarrell House, located at 810 

Flat Shoals Avenue SE (Photo #290), which is a good example of the Neoclassical Revival style, as well 

as examples of the Mediterranean Revival style and a high-style example of the English Colonial Revival 

style.  

 

The Queen Anne was Georgia’s most popular 19th-century style, widely used throughout the state from 

the 1880s to about 1910. Developed in England and based on medieval Elizabethan and Jacobean 

examples, the style utilizes a variety of materials to create textures and elaborate detailing. Queen Anne 

houses are asymmetrical, with complex roofs and walls shapes. Exterior surfaces exhibit projecting bays 

and textured materials such as patterned shingles. Many have a porch that is also asymmetrical and often 

wraps around at least two sides of the house, usually decorated with gingerbread ornamentation and 

elaborate, slender spindlework. Chimneys are typically prominent and elaborately detailed with 

patterned and corbelled brickwork. While East Atlanta includes few examples of this style, 1310 

Metropolitan Avenue (Photo #283) and its neighbor at 1304 are representative ones with more 

classically-inspired detailing.  

 

The Zuber-Jarrell House (810 Flat Shoals Avenue), constructed in 1906, is East Atlanta’s only 

example of the Neoclassical Revival style, which was popular in Georgia from the 1890s to the 1930s. 

The style, which combines Greek and Roman detailing, drew upon the earlier Classical Revival and 

Greek Revival styles. It was popular in Georgia from the 1890s through the 1930s. The most notable 

feature of the Neoclassical Revival style is the dominant full-height front portico with classical 

columns, often with elaborate capitals. The façade is usually symmetrical and has a central entrance 

usually surrounded with pilasters, elaborated with fanlights, sidelights and a transom. A classical 

cornice with dentils and modillions is also a common feature. The roof is usually low pitched and may 

have a balustrade. Windows are often paired. The Zuber-Jarrell House has a full height front portico 

with Ionic columns, a classical cornice with dentils, and a symmetrical primary façade.  

 

There is a single instance of the Mediterranean Revival style in the district, which only occurred in 

Georgia’s suburban areas during the 1920s and 1930s. This style is based on both Spanish and Italian 

vernacular country houses that were constructed in along the Mediterranean. The district’s single 

example of this style is 721 Flat Shoals Avenue (Photo #288). This house is asymmetrical with smooth 

stucco or masonry walls, a low-pitched roof with clay tile, a hipped roof. 

 

Popular during the early 20th century, houses constructed in the Craftsman style are asymmetrical and 

exhibit distinctive elements meant to emphasize materials and craftsmanship: low-pitched roofs with 

wide unenclosed eave overhangs exposing roof rafters; decorative beams or brackets at the eaves within 

wide gables; and either full or partial width porches supported by square, often battered, columns on 

heavy masonry piers extending to ground, are all common. Windows are usually double-hung and consist 

of a multi-paned sash over a single-pane sash. Craftsman-style elements are often found on Bungalow 
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house types, but the two are not synonymous. Many good examples of the style are located in the district, 

including 633 Gresham Avenue, 856 Moreland Avenue (Photo #178), and 643 Brownwood Avenue. 

 

A renewed interest in colonial American architecture, inspired by the 1876 Centennial Exposition in 

Philadelphia, birthed the Colonial Revival style. This style gained lengthy popularity in Georgia, from 

the 1890s through the mid-20th century. Most houses in the Colonial Revival style are symmetrical 

with a central entry framed by pilasters or columns. Broken pediments, fanlights, and sidelights are 

also common around the entrance. Windows are double-hung and multi-paned. The roof may be 

hipped or have a side-gable. Examples of this style can be found in the district at 1354 Milton Place, 

1197 Oakfield Drive, and 708 Flat Shoals Avenue.  

 

The English Vernacular Revival style was popular in the first four decades of the 20th century and is 

often referred to as Tudor Revival. Borrowing heavily from medieval English houses, the English 

Vernacular Revival style incorporates steeply pitched gable roofs ,usually with a dominant front-facing 

gable, and combinations of building materials such as brick, stone, stucco, and half timbering, although 

almost all houses of this style have masonry walls. Massive chimneys, often on the primary façade, are 

common.  Windows are generally tall, narrow, and grouped. Arched entryways are common. East 

Atlanta has numerous examples of this style, of both more minimalist variants, such as 570 Moreland 

Avenue  (Photo #23), as well as higher-style examples, including 1577 Glenwood Avenue, 723 Flat 

Shoals Avenue, and 900 Moreland Avenue.  Milton Place exhibits a concentration of 1940s houses 

expressing this style, some (such as 1334 Milton Place) more decorative than others.   

 

The statewide context The Ranch House in Georgia identifies residential styles applicable specifically 

to mid-twentieth century house types. Several of these styles are exhibited by the ranch and split-level 

houses that dominate the southern half of the East Atlanta Historic District.  
 

The plain or no style is the most prevalent architectural style of the ranch house in Georgia, and in East 

Atlanta. “Plain” is not so much a style in the historical sense, as it is a style in the modern mid-

twentieth century sense of an absence of historically derived forms and ornament. Plain style presents 

functionally derived forms and features, straightforward construction and use of materials, and an 

exterior design that often reflects the interior arrangement of spaces and functions. Its distinctive 

appearance is often visually striking in its bold simple forms. The style can have a variety of exterior 

materials with red brick as the most common. There are entire streets and subdivisions in the district 

that are comprised almost entirely of plain style ranch and split-level houses, including Cloverdale 

Drive, Greenleaf Road, and the blocks of Gresham and Stokeswood avenues and Shadowridge Drive 

that are south of Oakfield Drive (photos #193, 203, 217, 268). 

 

The contemporary style is defined by clean lines, abstracted geometric planes and surfaces, and a lack 

of applied ornamentation. Other hallmarks include wide overhanging eaves, metal-sash awning-type 

windows, sliding glass doors (sometimes in multiples to create a window-wall), and fixed plate-glass 

windows of irregular shapes fitted into the gable ends of the house below the roof lines at different 

angles. 2215 Edgemore Drive (photo #202) is one of a very limited number of examples of this ranch 

style in in the district.  

 

A variant of the contemporary style shows up with more frequency in East Atlanta, although examples 

remain limited, and in keeping with the district overall, are generally architecturally conservative, 

expressing restrained characteristics. The hallmark of the style is a broad, low, front gabled roof with 
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exposed structural elements. 2283 Cloverdale is a remarkable example of the variant in the context of 

East Atlanta. 691 Eastside Avenue is another example. Additional examples include 583 Stokeswood 

Avenue and 1229 Ormewood Avenue, which are an identical form of this variant that appears as infill 

throughout the neighborhood.  
 

Commercial and Community Landmark Building Architecture  

 

The commercial architecture of the district is primarily solid masonry, with very little ornamentation, 

designed as multiple retail buildings lining Flat Shoals Ave and Glenwood Avenue.  The district is 

comprised of Single Retail and Multiple Retail commercial types.  

 

Commercial Types  

 

Single retail, retail & office, and multiple retail building types, as defined in the statewide typology 

Commercial Types in Georgia, are all present in the East Atlanta Historic District. 

 

Single retail buildings consist of a single unit. Built either as a detached building or adjacent to other 

buildings, these were constructed primarily from the late 19th century to the mid-20th century in Georgia 

towns of all sizes. These building types have flat or sloping roofs and, typically, three-bay facades (Photo 

#47). This type can be seen at 1271 Glenwood Avenue and 495 Flat Shoals Avenue.  

 

Multiple retail building types are also found within East Atlanta’s commercial area. These groupings of 

two or more identical one-story retail units were commonly constructed as speculative ventures, built 

for rental income (Photo #86). Characteristic of this type are identical facades, usually three-bay, with 

either flat or sloping roofs, such as the building at 461-463 Flat Shoals Avenue, constructed in 1950 and 

featuring mid-twentieth century detailing including recessed storefronts with aluminum windows, and 

random ashlar detailing on the primary façade. 1188 Glenwood Avenue is another excellent example of 

the type in the district.  

 

Examples of the retail & office type, the most common commercial type found in Georgia towns, are 

located on both Flat Shoals Avenue in the district. Typically two to four stories in height (although none 

of the district’s are more than two) with flat or sloped roofs, these buildings were built either as detached 

units or attached and separated by party walls, and accommodated office space above ground-floor retail 

space. East Atlanta’s oldest documented extant commercial building, the East Atlanta Bank (now 

commonly called the Flatiron building) is in excellent example of the type.  

 

Historic community landmark resources are found immediately surrounding the historic commercial 

core and scattered throughout the primarily residential balance of the East Atlanta Historic District. They 

include buildings and sites. The buildings generally are detached and built for a variety of purposes. 

Almost all feature brick in their construction. Granite features prominently in each of the sites, which 

include one cemetery and one park. Community landmark buildings in East Atlanta include churches, 

social and fraternal organizations, schools, and a former library. These buildings and sites have served 

as gathering places for citizens of the neighborhood throughout the district’s history, and many of these 

continue to serve their original purpose. 

 

Commercial and Institutional Building Style  
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As is typical of smaller and secondary commercial centers in Georgia developed through the mid-20th 

century, as they overwhelmingly lack ornamentation, the vast majority of commercial buildings in the 

district would not be classified as associated with any defined architectural style. There are, however, 

singular notable examples of the Jacobean Revival, Exotic or Moorish Revival, Colonial Revival, 

Stripped Classic, and International styles. The district’s community landmark resources, on the other 

hand, tend to express a defined architectural style. The district includes examples of Neoclassical 

Revival, Colonial Revival, and Contemporary style churches, as well as International Style school 

buildings.   

 

The East Atlanta Bank (Flatiron) Building was constructed in 1911 and is located at the intersection of 

Glenwood Avenue and Flat Shoals Avenue (Photo #58). This building, one of few two-story examples 

in the district, has a distinctive flatiron or wedge shape conforming to its lot shape in the intersection of 

the two main arteries of East Atlanta Village. Originally serving as one of the neighborhood’s earliest 

banks, it has had a number of uses over the years. While it has been a retail location, the Flatiron has 

housed a bar since the 1990s. The building expresses elements of the Jacobethan Revival style, which 

was inspired by English Renaissance architecture, and was one of several revival styles popular in the 

U.S. during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It is Flemmish bond brick veneer, with headers that are 

slightly darker than the stretchers, and with cast stone ornament. Wide arched window openings, most 

with original transoms, run the length of the lower floor on both the north and south facades- the two 

that frame the west façade were originally door openings. The primary entrance is today on the west 

façade, in what was originally a large picture window opening. Cast stone keystones and lintels frame 

window openings, and the building is capped by a crenelated parapet of brick and cast stone. The parapet 

is slightly raised on the west (front) façade, and centers on a cast stone seal.  

 

The Madison Theater was constructed in 1927 and is located at 496 Flat Shoals Avenue (Photo #82).  It 

features an eclectic amalgamation of architectural styles, and of those, the influence of the Spanish 

Colonial Revival is the most evident, evidence by its twisted columns alongside window openings, terra-

cotta horseshoe arches, window openings simulating a second-story loggia, and decorative rounded 

parapets topped with finials on either side of the front façade. The building has lost its original clay tile 

roof, a hallmark of the style. Spanish Colonial Revival is one of several exotic revival architectural styles 

that were adopted by American architects in the 1910s and 1920s. The style, inspired by Spanish Colonial 

architecture in Mexico, came into fashion in the United States after the 1915 Panama-California 

Exposition in San Diego, for which the majority of the buildings were designed in this style. The style 

was never very popular in Georgia, and when used, it appeared most often in cities and larger towns, and 

on community buildings, such as theatres. It reached the height of its popularity in the early twentieth 

century, part of a widening vocabulary articulated decorative ornament that drew from historical sources 

beyond familiar classical and Gothic modes. 

 

416 Flat Shoals Avenue (photo #47), currently the location of an insurance office, as well as the U.S. 

Post Office at 1273 Metropolitan Avenue (photo #287), both express elements of the International Style. 

The style gained popularity in the 1940s and lasted through the 1970s, and is is characterized by clean 

lines and simple geometric forms that reflect the structural skeleton under the exterior material, and 

emphasize building form. Identifying features include flat roofs, and the rejection of non-essential 

decoration. Windows that are flush with the walls, and often grouped in bands, commonly with thin, 

metal mullions and smooth spandrel panels separating large, single-pane windows between floors.  

Exterior wall materials are smooth and unornamented, and often reinforce horizontality, as can be seen 

in the ashlar masonry of 1273 Metropolitan Avenue. The former East Atlanta High School (#Photo 292), 
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at 1820 Mary Dell Drive, along with the former Peterson Elementary School (Photo #293) at 1757 Mary 

Dell Drive, are also examples of this style. 

 

Stripped Classicism, which emerged in the 1930s, is a combination of both Modern and Classical 

architecture.  Favored for governmental building design, its popularity lasted through the 1950s.  In 

Stripped Classicism, elements of the Classical tradition (e.g., columns and moldings) were retained, but 

were presented in an austere, simplified manner on buildings that also express basic elements of the 

International Style. Facades are simplified, their classical ornaments turning angular and disappearing 

into the masonry, their walls are more geometric and their window openings more shallow.  The district 

includes two examples of this style: the SunTrust Bank, at 514 Flat Shoals Avenue (Photo #83), and the 

former Dekalb Federal Savings and Loan Building, now a restaurant, at 1242 Glenwood Avenue. 

 

 

 

7.  Detailed description of all community landmark buildings (government buildings, community 

buildings, churches, schools, etc.) within the district.  Include dates of construction; an 

architectural description with building type, style, distinctive features; and architect or builder (if 

known); and use (historic and current).  HINT:  Look for cornerstones or plaques: 

 

Mary Dell Drive features the only two historic school buildings that remain extant in the district.  The 

mid-twentieth century former Peterson Elementary School (Photo #293), now the Adult Education 

Center, is at 1757 Mary Dell Drive. Built in 1957, the building expresses elements of the International 

style. The building was designed by George Blau and Morris Hall, architects. The concrete frame 

building is clad in red brick. The campus comprises one long, low, U-shaped school building and one 

square gymnasium. The original building has a flat roof- a later addition on the east side of the main 

school building, as well as the gymnasium building, have gabled standing seam metal roofs. A flared 

concrete bus shelter in front of the building breaks with the building’s overall utilitarian design.   

 

Just across the street at 1820 Mary Dell Drive is the former, now shuttered, East Atlanta High School 

(Photo #292). The East Atlanta High School was constructed in 1959 to alleviate overcrowding from 

other area high schools. The two-story brick veneer school building with attached gymnasium is constructed of 

reinforced concrete with brick and clay tiles forming the exterior walls. Bands of multi-pane windows span the p 

west half of the primary(front) façade. The building has both flat and gabled roofs, both of which appear 

to be in their original configuration. Later, East Atlanta High School became Thurgood Middle School, 

and this building currently sits vacant.   

 

The former East Atlanta Branch of the Atlanta-Fulton County Library System, at 457 Flat Shoals 

Avenue, was constructed in 1949. It was designed by architect Clement J. Ford, and built by the Central 

Construction Company. The building expresses the Colonial Revival style, with its central entrance 

framed by Doric columns and pilasters, Flemmish bond brick veneer exterior, and substantial multi-

paned windows. An expansion in the 1970s altered the primary elevation’s original symmetry.  

 

Located at 468 Moreland Avenue SE, Martha Brown United Methodist Church (Photo #22), now 

Eastside Church, was constructed in 1918 and is an example of the Neoclassical Revival style. It is a 

wood-framed building with brick veneer, composed of a cylindrical central mass framed by two 

rectangular wings. Ornament is concentrated on the central cylinder, which features Corinthian columns 

framing three front doors. Closed pediments are prominent features capping each side wing, and the 
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center mass is topped by a domed roof. Non-historic white aluminum siding currently covers the facia 

and the pediments. The church campus includes an adjacent two-story brick-veneer educational building 

that was constructed in 1928, and is today connected to the church. The building features a hipped roof, 

and is devoid of ornament. A second building, noted as a recreational building on Sanborn Fire Insurance 

Maps, was attached to the south elevation of the educational building in the early 1950’s. The lower 

level of the three-story recreational building was built in 1951, with the second and third floors added in 

1954. The building is concrete frame with brick veneer. This building features a beltcourse between the 

lower and second levels, and porticoed entry. 

 

The former Moreland Avenue Baptist Church, now First Iconium Baptist Church (Photo #44), was 

constructed in phases between the 1920s and 1960. The first building, the church sanctuary, appears on 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps by 1931, and is located at 542 Moreland Avenue SE. A substantial wing 

of Sunday school classrooms was added to the north side of the sanctuary in 1948, and appears to have 

been a one- story wing originally, as Sanborn Fire Insurance maps appear to indicate that the second and 

third floors of the building were added in 1953. By 1960, the church had consumed the block, adding an 

educational building and auditorium to the east of the existing buildings in that year. The church 

sanctuary and Sunday school building reflect the Colonial Revival style. Character-defining features 

include a symmetrical primary facade, front gable roof with prominent gable returns, substantial 

entablature with dentil molding and medallions, arched window openings. Double-height rounded arch 

windows with wood tracery accent the west (front) and south elevations. A concrete block building clad 

with a brick veneer, First Iconium features dentil molding in its open pediment and projections with 

limestone quoins framing its three-bay entrance. The Sunday school wing features identical quoining, a 

beltcourse above the lower level, and limestone sills and lintels on its west and north elevations. The 

sanctuary features a gabled roof, while later additions are flat-roofed.  

 

The district includes two Contemporary style mid-twentieth century churches, both in the commercial 

node located at the intersection of Flat Shoals and Bouldercrest roads. First Mount Pleasant Baptist 

Church is located at 816 Maynard Terrace and was constructed in 1958. A one-story building, it is 

composed of a front-gabled sanctuary with a pair of stained glass windows from the peak of the gable to 

nearly the ground level with a flat-roofed utilitarian wing to the north. The building is brick veneer. 

 

Calvary Baptist Church (1626 Flat Shoals Road) was built in 1965. It is a single story, brick-veneer, 

front gable church. A stylized portico with exposed bracing shelters the building’s central double-door 

entrance. A window composed of trapezoidal lights extends from the top of the entrance doors to the 

roofline. A wood and brick steeple rises from the roofline, centered over the portico and the entrance. 

Four oversized dormers project from each side of the central gable roof.  

 

Other mid-20th century churches in the district are more conservative architecturally. Greater Liberty 

Hill Baptist Church, located at 1340 Black Oak Drive SE, was built in 1960. It is a front gable church 

with minimal elements of the Colonial Revival style, including brick quoins, window keystones, a 

circular gable vent, and multi-pane windows. A steeple is centered on the sanctuary roof. The current 

congregation has owned the building since 1980.  

 

Powell Baptist Church at 530 Clifton Street is a small facility composed of a single-story brick-veneer 

sanctuary and attached fellowship hall. Constructed in 1949, the sanctuary’s oversized circular vent and 

recessed, pedimented entrance comprise the building’s only ornament. 
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The district is also home to a surprising number of very small community church buildings. 

Noncontributing neighborhood church buildings were either constructed or substantially altered after 

1968. These include the Berea Mennonite Church at 1088 Bouldercrest Drive; the former New Salem 

A.M.E. Church (now vacant) at 1241 Bouldercrest Drive (tax records record a date of 1986 or this 

building, however, it is clearly an older building that’s been altered); New Beginnings Baptist Church 

of East Atlanta at 943 Bouldercrest Drive (located in an altered former residence); Temple of Faith 

Church of God at 1550 Glenwood Avenue (constructed in 1980), and Deliverance Straightway Holiness 

Church at 613 Clifton Way SE (constructed 1970).   

 

8.  Landscape characteristics of the district, including streetscapes; front, side, and rear yards; 

parks and squares; recreation grounds; fields, wooded areas, hedgerows, etc.; and the relationship 

of these landscape characteristics to the natural terrain and the pattern of land subdivision: 

 

In the primary commercial node, street trees with minimal landscaping line Flat Shoals Avenue (Photo 

#62). Larger trees populate the east side of the street, with fewer, smaller trees on the west side. Similar 

trees line Glenwood Avenue intermittently throughout the commercial node. These trees and tree wells, 

along with their surrounding sidewalk, are nonhistoric, having been planted during a streetscape 

improvement project in 2008.  

 

Substantial tree cover has long been a defining characteristic of East Atlanta’s late nineteenth and early 

twentieth century residential sections. These sections of the district also include informal landscaping in 

front yards, with large and mature trees present in both the front and back yards.  Fencing is common, 

especially along Metropolitan Avenue, while fencing is not common in areas along Brownwood Avenue.  

Hedgerows and retaining walls are seen in this area as well. Small street trees were planted along several 

primary thoroughfares including Brownwood, Gresham, and Stokeswood avenues in 2017.  

 

Brownwood Park lies in the northern residential area of East Atlanta, one block south of the primary 

commercial node. The 12-acre community park occupies two full blocks, bounded by Gresham, 

Portland, Brownwood, and Ormewood avenues. The northern half of the park is a community-oriented, 

landscaped park, while the southern half is undeveloped, except for two unpaved trails and a fitness 

trail.  There are tennis courts, a basketball court, and a pavilion with a stacked stone barbeque pit 

dating to the 1930s in the northern portion of the park, as well as a community garden.  A historical 

marker related to the Battle of Atlanta, placed in 1984, is also located in the northern half park (Photo 

#291). 

 

The landscape characteristics of the later, mid-twentieth century residential areas of East Atlanta include 

informal landscaping in front yards, with large and mature trees present in both the front and back yards. 

Trees, while still numerous, are less prolific in these areas, and as is typical of mid-twentieth century 

residential development, large front lawns are common.  Fencing is very uncommon in these 

areas.  Street trees are not common nor are medians in this area of the District (Photo #203). 

 

The district contains one cemetery and one documented family burial ground, both of which are counted 

as contributing resources to the district. Sylvester Cemetery (Photo #289) is roughly bounded by Clifton 

Road, Braeburn Circle, and Josephine Avenue, although Braeburn actually bisects the cemetery, which 

comprises five separate tax parcels. The cemetery grew substantially in size with land acquisitions in the 

1930s and 1940s, now measuring just over 13 acres, and is the final resting place of over 1,400 people, 

including 250 unmarked graves. The topography of the cemetery slopes upward from the west, and the 
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cemetery’s oldest burial dates to 1838, and is within the largest concentration of older graves, located in 

the eastern, highest portion of the cemetery. Burials are generally laid in irregular rows running north to 

south, and many are within family plots delineated with simple materials, including stacked stone and 

concrete block. One plot is delineated with cast-iron fencing. The site is informally landscaped: it is 

heavily treed with mature hardwoods and a moderate understory of vegetation, and unpaved paths. Grave 

markers are generally small, but range from relatively elaborate obelisks and pedestals to simpler 

variations of vertical and horizontal slab markers. Some markers are carved, while some are made of 

cast concrete and feature hand written epitaphs.  
 

A single documented family burial ground in the district is today landlocked by mid-twentieth century 

residential development, but reportedly located generally at 1215 Oakfield Drive. The cemetery is not 

visible from the road. According to noted Atlanta historian Franklin M. Garrett, who visited the cemetery 

in 1931, there were at least six marked burials in the cemetery: Mr. and Mrs. Carlisle, Mr. and Mrs. 

Coleman Ford, William Terrell, and Coleman Thurman. There were also several graves marked with 

fieldstones, some of who may have been the slaves of the Terrell family. Garrett indicated that the 

cemetery had fallen into disuse by the 1930s, and the final interments appeared to date to the 1880s.3 

The cemetery was documented in 1999, and at that time, two graves reportedly remained visible, along 

with a stone wall around the graves.4 There is today no extant evidence of the cemetery in the location 

that it reportedly exists- the location appears to have been used recently as an area for dumping soil, tree 

clippings, and debris.  

 

 

9.  Physical features of historic transportation routes—highways, streets, rail lines, street railways, 

etc.: 

 

Historically, the main north/south artery in East Atlanta is Flat Shoals Avenue/Road, which was 

originally known as the Sandtown Trail. This trail was used by the Creek Indians in the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries as a major trade route between the Chattahoochee River and the Georgia coast. 

Bouldercrest Road is another historic transportation corridor in the southern section of the neighborhood.  

In 1883, streetcar service to East Atlanta began with the installation of what came to be known as the 

“Soldier’s Home” line, which used horse and mule drawn streetcars.  The Soldiers Home line branched 

south from the Fair Street/Arkwright Line, which followed present-day Memorial Drive, and travelled 

south along Moreland Avenue until it terminated at the Confederate Soldier’s Home located west of the 

district on East Confederate Avenue.   

 

The construction of I-20, which forms the northern boundary of the proposed District, began in earnest 

in this area in 1960.  This highway construction altered and reoriented parts of East Atlanta, and forever 

severed the northern portion of the neighborhood from the rest of East Atlanta.  Flat Shoals Avenue 

begins at the north edge of the District and is a main commercial two-lane thoroughfare through East 

Atlanta Village.  South of the village it becomes a residential road before splitting off to the east, while 

Bouldercrest Road continues its path southeast through the south boundary of the District.  It both roads 

are two lanes throughout the entire District (Photo #63).  Glenwood Avenue is the main east-west 

thoroughfare of the District and is commercial to the west, inside the village, and residential to the east 

                                                 
3 Terrell-Ford Cemetery; Franklin M. Garrett Cemetery Files, DeKalb History Center.  
4 West, Mary. “Terrell-Ford Family Cemetery Inscriptions Dekalb County GA.”  Accessed April, 2018. 
http://files.usgwarchives.net/ga/dekalb/cemeteries/t6400001.txt  

http://files.usgwarchives.net/ga/dekalb/cemeteries/t6400001.txt
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before eventually intersecting I-20.  It is two lanes through the entire District (Photo #61). Moreland 

Avenue (originally known as Line Avenue, but identified as Moreland Avenue (in honor of Major 

Asbury Fletcher Moreland, who lived on the street north of the district)5 on plats as early as 1911) forms 

the district’s western boundary. This four-lane road is today one of Atlanta’s primary north-south 

thoroughfares (Photo #71).  

         

  

                                                 
5 Garrett, Franklin. Atlanta and Environs: A Chronicle of Its People and Events, 1880s-1930s. p.490 
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10.  Archaeological potential, if known or reliably inferred (primarily sites of previously existing 

buildings or structures, landscape features, activities, or undeveloped areas with little or no 

ground disturbance).  Discuss any formal archaeological investigations performed in the area: 

● N/A 

 

11.  Exceptions to the general rule and/or historic anomalies: 

● The Zuber-Jarrell House is in the Neoclassical Revival style, located at 810 Flat Shoals 

Avenue.  This house is the only building in the East Atlanta neighborhood listed individually 

on the National Register of Historic Places (Photo #290). 

 

12.  A description of representative non-contributing properties within the district.  Non-

contributing properties are properties less than 50 years old, are outside the period of significance 

for a district that is less than 50 years old, modern intrusions, and historic properties which have 

lost their historic integrity (so altered that they cannot be recognized as historic properties 

today).  Provide a list of non-contributing resources by address.  Also, provide a general 

description of the various types of non-contributing properties within the district and the reason 

why they are considered non-contributing, or in the case of a few non-contributing properties 

identify by location and describe each one.  Non-contributing properties need to be marked on the 

district map (see pages 18-19 for instructions).  Be sure to include photographs of representative 

non-contributing properties: 

 

Non-contributing residential properties include both new construction and incompatible additions to 

historic buildings. Most new construction consists of new infill development of two to two-and-a-half 

story houses clustered together near contributing Ranch houses, American Small Houses and 

Bungalows. Examples of this phenomenon include the cul-de-sac oriented group of 13 houses dating 

from 2001 and 2002 fronting East Gate Court in the northwest portion of the district; the cluster of four 

houses dating to 2001 that comprise the northwest corner of the intersection of Flat Shoals Avenue and 

Milton Place, also in the northwest section of the district; the 2000s-era development that has essentially 

consumed Orange Blossom Terrace near the southern district boundary; and the multiple houses dating 

to 2003 that are clustered near the center of the district on the block bounded by Stockbridge Drive, 

Black Oak Drive, Cavanaugh Avenue, and Short Street (Photo #216). Typically, these new houses are 

in a Neo-Craftsman style, which borrows elements from the Craftsman style, such as massive columns 

on porches, overhanging eaves, and non-historic cedar shake sheathing. Along with these clusters of new 

residential development, one-and-a-half to two-story houses are also occasionally infilled among historic 

houses. 779 and 784 Stokeswood Avenue, 744 East Side Avenue, 370 Haas Avenue, and 1564 Marbut 

Avenue are examples of this phenomenon.  

 

Historic residential properties that have experienced incompatible additions are another type of 

noncontributing property in East Atlanta. Rooftop additions, or pop-ups, are the most common 

alteration in the district.  Not all altered historic resources are considered noncontributing to the 

district: resources were assessed for their degree of alteration relevant to the resource’s historic 

significance, and in the context of expected integrity within the district, in order to be determined 

contributing or noncontributing. An example is an addition to a ranch house that adds a story or half-
story to the house. This changes the overall form, massing, and scale of the Ranch house type so 

dramatically that original or historic elements of the house can usually no longer be identified. An 

example of this can be seen at 2077 Edgemore Drive SE (Photo #212). Other examples of historic 

properties that have been so substantially changed by a rooftop addition that they can no longer be 
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considered contributing to the district include 1233 McPherson Avenue (Photo #002), 772 Brownwood 

Avenue, and 1334 Ormewood Avenue.  

 

The most intrusive noncontributing properties in the district are multifamily residential buildings. 

Brannan Towers is a senior housing facility located at 1200 Glenwood Avenue, constructed in 1973. At 

11 stories, the L-shaped brick and concrete building towers over the neighborhood. Set back from the 

street and fronted by a semi-circular drive with a porte cochere, the building breaks with all traditional 

development patterns in the district. Another noncontributing building is the Alexan EAV apartments at 

1205 Metropolitan Avenue (Photo #64).  The Alexan apartments not only date to outside the period of 

significance (constructed in 2016) but at four stories, the building is also much larger in scale than the 

surrounding buildings in the Village.  The complex replaced both John B. Gordon Elementary School 

and the c. 1921 East Atlanta First Station. The third large-scale noncontributing resource   is the Ironside 

EAV condominium, completed in…. description will need to be added once constructed.  

 

Noncontributing commercial resources in the district include mostly historic buildings that have been 

substantially altered. Many of the commercial resources in East Atlanta have experienced some degree 

of alteration over time. Many commercial resources in East Atlanta exhibit historic alterations that date 

to within the district’s period of significance, while others have been substantially altered outside of the 

district’s period of significance. The most common alterations to commercial buildings include 

storefront replacement or redesign, and sheathing with new material. Examples include 484 Flat Shoals 

Avenue, which has been sheathed in aluminum siding and a portico has been added to the façade; 1287 

Glenwood Avenue, which features both sheathing and a contemporary storefront; the commercial strip 

at 1225-1231 Glenwood Avenue, which has replacement storefronts and has been sheathed in a non-

historic stucco material; and 1289 Glenwood Avenue. Noncontributing commercial resources in the 

district are those that have been so substantially altered that their historic commercial form and detailing 

is no longer evident. Noncontributing commercial resources that were constructed outside the period of 

significance are low-scale types typical of urban neighborhoods. They are of masonry or concrete 

construction, and are often set back from the street to accommodate front-of-lot parking. Examples 

include the convenience store located at the intersection of Bouldercrest Drive and Fayetteville Road, 

1600 Flat Shoals Avenue (constructed in 1980), the brick building at 510 Flat Shoals Avenue 

(constructed in 1997), and a handful of commercial properties on Moreland Avenue, such as the fast-

food restaurant at 792 Moreland (constructed in 1976).  

 

Debre Tsion Kidst Mariam Ethiopian Orthodox Church is located at 2040 Braeburn Circle. This building 

was formerly the Sylvester Baptist Church and was constructed in 1887. The church has undergone 

drastic changes, including converting from two stories to one story, over the years, as has the associated 

c.1950 multi-story building on the property. Therefore, both are considered non-contributing to the 

district.  
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13.  Boundary Description 

 

13a. Briefly describe and justify the proposed boundaries of the district being nominated:  

Verbal Boundary Description  

NOTE: The below boundary information describes the study area that encompasses the district. 

These boundaries will change substantially when HPD does its final resource count and establishes 

the final district boundary at the time that the nomination is forwarded to the Georgia National 

Register Review Board. 

The East Atlanta Historic District boundary is drawn on the attached district map (Figure #1). The 

northern boundary is defined by I-20; the western boundary is drawn along Moreland Avenue, which 

also defines the western political boundary of DeKalb County. The eastern boundary is drawn generally 

along I-20 as it curves south, excluding concentrations of non-historic and noncontributing properties 

closest to the expressway. The southern boundary is amorphous, but encompasses streets containing 

higher numbers of contributing properties than that further south, and includes the intersection of Flat 

Shoals and Fayetteville Roads, some of the oldest thoroughfares in the neighborhood.  

Boundary Justification  

The boundaries of the East Atlanta Historic District include the highest concentration of intact and 

contiguous properties within the neighborhood, reflective of the period of significance (1890-1968).  

 

13b. Explain the choice of boundaries according to one or more of the following 

rationales.  Explain all that apply:    

● Intact historic boundaries of the district from principal historic period; 

● Concentration of significant historic resources (the boundaries reflect the contiguous historic 

resources); 

● Political or current legal boundaries 

● Natural topographic features (ridges, valleys, rivers, creeks, and forests); 

● Visual barriers or a change in historic character or land use (new construction, highways, or 

development of a different character); and/or 

● Other; explain:  

 

I-20, completed in the area in 1962, radically altered the northern portions of the district, erasing much 

of the northernmost portion of the commercial area, and severing the connection of the East Atlanta 

Village to the commercial development around the intersection of Moreland Avenue and Memorial 

Drive, and fronting Memorial Drive east of Moreland Avenue. This loss of continuity, which has been 

exacerbated by non-historic development on the blocks bounded by Moreland, Metropolitan, and Flat 

Shoals avenues, restricts the district boundary to Metropolitan Avenue in the commercial area.   Moving 

east, the neighborhood was redefined by I-20, as evidenced by the sound barrier into which all streets 

extending north of McPherson Avenue dead-end (Photo #294). 

 

Moreland defines the edge of the western boundary and separates East Atlanta from the Ormewood Park 

neighborhood. Moreland Avenue is a major thoroughfare through East Atlanta that was present during 
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the district’s period of significance. Today Moreland Avenue is lined by various commercial and 

residential properties (Photo #295).  

 

The district’s southern boundary comprises the areas of furthest intact and contributing residential, 

commercial and community landmark buildings, as well as neighborhood platting, developed within the 

period of significance (1890-1968). The area beyond the boundary contains a higher number of non-

contributing properties, and has generally seen more non-historic development and redevelopment than 

those areas within the southern boundary. 

 

The southern boundary begins along Moreland Avenue, just south of lots lining Beechview Drive SE. It 

then runs east, towards the recently demolished Skyhaven Elementary School (Photo #296). On the west 

side of Shadowridge Drive, opposite the demolished school property, is a grouping of non-contributing 

residences (Photo #297). The southern boundary continues east, including properties on Cloverdale 

Drive SE, Elmhurst Circle SE, and Orange Blossom Terrace SE, where contributing Ranch houses 

comprise the bulk of the housing stock, such as 1283 & 1295 Elmhurst Circle (Photo #298). This 

boundary excludes streets with a majority of noncontributing resources, such as Sargent Avenue (Photo 

#299). The southern boundary then dips to the south to include properties on Bouldercrest Drive SE and 

Fayetteville Road SE, and the two remaining historic neighborhood school buildings. 

 

The eastern boundary is drawn generally adjacent to I-20 along various streets, excluding areas with 

higher concentrations of noncontributing properties or recent development. Examples of non-

contributing properties excluded by the eastern boundary include Marshalls Landing development, 

pictured here at 2142 and 2134 Marshalls Lane (Photo #300). Within the eastern boundary are 

contributing American Small, such as 1874 Flat Shoals Road (Photo #301). The eastern boundary 

continues north encompassing additional contributing resources such as the Historic Sylvester Cemetery 

(Photo #302), while excluding streets with a substantial concentration of new construction and 

development, such as Nash Avenue (including 1960 and 1964 Nash Avenue (Photo #304)). The eastern 

boundary terminates along Clifton Street, intersecting with I-20 and the northern boundary. This section 

of the boundary encompasses adjacent resources along Clifton Street, including 417 and 411 Clifton 

Street (Photo #305). 

 

13c. If applicable, discuss alternative boundaries or uncertain boundaries and identify areas where 

assistance in defining boundaries is needed: 

 

The suggested district boundary is based on formal and informal boundary lines along the north, east 

and west sides of the historic neighborhood. These boundaries generally conform to the community’s 

current understanding of its location and extent. The southern boundary, however, is less absolute. 

Platting and house construction continued in the 1960s well past the stated southern boundary, and many 

of these houses are extant and retain integrity. However, for the purposes of the NRHP, the boundaries 

of a historic district cannot extend indefinitely and must be defensible. While we believe that our current 

southern boundary is defensible, its exact placement should be determined by HPD in consultation with 

members of the community. 

 

13d. Describe how the area outside the district boundaries is generally different than the area 

within the district and include representative photographs: 

● N/A 
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Make sure the boundary description coincides with the boundaries marked on the map(s). 
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SECTION 3 
 

HISTORY 
 

Provide a written history of the district to be nominated.  The history of the district should be 

straightforward and factual.   

 

The history is comprised of four separate but interrelated themes:  (1) the physical development of the 

district, (2) the uses of the properties within the district, (3) the people associated with the district, and 

(4) events and activities that took place there.   

 

For additional guidance in documenting the history of the district, refer to Section 6 “Additional 

Guidelines.” 

 

A.  Summary of Historical Facts 

 

1.  Original owner(s) or developer(s) of the district, if applicable: 

• Thomas Simmons was granted 202.5 acres in the land lottery in 1834-35 and this tract contains 

the area that would become known as East Atlanta. 

 

2.  Subsequent developers of the district, if applicable: 

• Undated. New Town of East Atlanta Plat Advertisement – The undated plat displays a proposed 

East Atlanta subdivision with 325 lots. This proposed subdivision was bounded by Ormewood 

Avenue (now Florida Avenue) to the west, May Avenue to the south, Eastside Avenue to the 

east, and McPherson Avenue to the north, except for the northwest corner where East Atlanta 

Avenue (now Flat Shoals Avenue) intersects Line Avenue (now Moreland Avenue). Twenty-

eight parcels were delineated north of this intersection along both sides of Line Avenue. Eleven 

parcels were mapped on the west side and 17 parcels on the east side. Much of the land area 

covered in this plat became the McPherson Park Subdivision. Some of the lots were developed 

as shown, however some of the land lots depicted were never developed in the same configuration 

as indicated here. (Figure #24). 

• 1890. The McPherson Park Subdivision was developed by G.W. Adair in 1890 and included 103 

parcels. This subdivision is bounded by Flat Shoals Avenue to the west, Welham (now 

Glenwood) Avenue to the south, Eastside Avenue to the east, and McPherson Avenue to the 

north (Figure #27). This subdivision appears to have been a replat of much of the previous “New 

Town of East Atlanta” plat into wider lots no longer separated by the series of alleys shown on 

the previous plat. The plat shows a “Metropolitan Dummy Line” streetcar line immediately to 

the west of Flat Shoals Avenue.  

• 1911. The G.W. Marbut Subdivision was developed by D.P. and G.W. Marbut in 1911 and 

included eight parcels.  This subdivision is bounded by Flat Shoals Avenue to the west and 

McPherson Avenue to the south, and was originally bounded by Lansley Street to the north.  With 

the construction of Interstate 20 in the early 1960s, elements of this subdivision north of the 

properties fronting McPherson Avenue, including Lansley Street and most of Trilby Avenue, 

were replaced by I-20 (Figure #28). The plat includes Moreland Avenue, evidencing that the 

street was referred to by this name by 1911. The plat also shows the Metropolitan Dummy line, 

referring to it as the “Electric Car Line,” on Moreland Avenue.  
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• 1912. The Julia Van Epps Subdivision was developed by the estate of Julia Van Epps in 1912 

and included 46 parcels.  This subdivision included lots east of Flat Shoals Avenue and west of 

what would later become Eastside Avenue fronting Van Vleck, Van Epps, and Flat Shoals 

avenues (Figure #29). 

• 1915. The J.W. McWilliams Estate was established in 1915 by members of the deceased’s family, 

who continued to develop the McWilliams Estate tract through the mid-twentieth century. This 

tract includes 14 parcels fronting the north side of Glenwood Avenue and west side of Flat Shoals 

avenues , including two parcels located at the intersection of Flat Shoals and Glenwood avenues 

that are noted on the plat as set aside for commercial use.  This tract is bounded by Moreland 

Avenue to the west, Glenwood Avenue to the south, Flat Shoals Avenue to the east and 

Metropolitan Avenue to the north (Figure #30). The reference to Glenwood Avenue on the plat 

evidences that that was the road’s official name by 1915.  

• 1922. The Brownwood Park Subdivision was developed by the Joseph E. Brown Company in 

1922 and included 238 parcels.  This subdivision is bounded by Moreland Avenue SE to the 

west, properties fronting the south side of Canton Street (now Gracewood Avenue SE) to the 

south, properties fronting the east side of Grisham Avenue (now Gresham Avenue SE)  to the 

east, and Glenwood Avenue to the north (Figure #31).   

• 1920s. The Newton St. John Subdivision was developed by J.B. Jackson after 1928 and includes 

38 parcels.  This subdivision is bounded by Flat Shoals Avenue on the west, Newton Avenue SE 

on the south, St. John Avenue (now Blake Avenue SE) on the east and May Avenue SE on the 

north (Figure #32). An auction sale ad including the plat advertises East Atlanta as having paved 

streets with electric lights, city water, gas, sidewalks, telephones, good car service, several 

churches and a good public school. The plat also emphasizes that “East Atlanta is entirely a white 

settlement, therefore these lots will only be sold to white people.”   

• 1928. The C.C. Murphy Subdivision was developed by an unknown individual in 1928 and 

includes 292 parcels. This subdivision is bounded by what is Cloverdale Drive today to the west 

(although Coverdale is not part of/shown on the plat), Confederate Avenue (now Wainright 

Drive) to the south, E. McDonough Road (now Bouldercrest Drive) to the east, and Flat Shoals 

Avenue to the north (Figure #33). The plat shows proposed street platting and a lake in what 

appears to be the area bounded today by Wainright Drive, Lochland Road, and Cavanagh 

Avenue, none of which developed as platted.  

• 1939. The Cloverlands Subdivision was developed in 1939 by the owner, J.D. Corley and 

includes 11 parcels. The present-day boundaries for this subdivision are Fayetteville Road to the 

north and west, Unit 2 of the Bouldercrest Subdivision to the south, which would be platted in 

1947 (figure #34), and the eastern boundary of the district. 

• 1941. The G.W. Marbut Subdivision was developed by G.W. Marbut in 1941 and includes 44 

parcels. This subdivision is bounded by Pasley Avenue SE on the west, Newton Avenue SE on 

the south, Denton Drive (now Maynard Terrace) on the east, and Glenwood Avenue on the north 

(Figure #35). The plat shows two existing houses fronting Glenwood at the time of platting: 1561 

and 1577 Glenwood Avenue, both of which appear to date to the 1920s and remain extant today.  

• 1941. The Stonybrook Park Subdivision was developed in 1941 by the owner, W.A. Ozmer and 

includes 72 parcels. The subdivision is bounded by Moreland Avenue to the west, lots fronting 

the south side of Beechview Drive to the south, Stonybrook Drive to the east, and lots fronting 

the north side of Stonybrook Drive to the north (Figure #36). 

• 1946. The Flat Shoals Heights Subdivision, Unit 1, was developed in 1946 and includes 33 

parcels.  The subdivision is bounded by Rockland Drive SE to the north, Clifton Road SE to the 
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west, Flat Shoals Road SE to the south and lots fronting the east side of Hilburn Drive and the 

north side of Flat Shoals Avenue to the east. (Figure #37). 

• 1946. The T.H. Crowe Subdivision was developed in 1946 by the owners, Thomas H. Crowe and 

his wife, Cornelia Pierce Crowe. The subdivision consists of the seven easternmost parcels 

fronting the north side of Wainwright Drive between Bouldercrest Drive and Bradley Avenue 

(Figure #38). 

• 1946. The Alexander & Tatum Subdivision was developed in 1946 and includes 97 parcels. This 

subdivision platted the area between what is today Lochland Road (then Raymond Road) and 

Wainright Drive with its extant platting (this was the area reportedly planned for development of 

a lake according to the 1928 plat of the C.C. Murphy Subdivision (Figure 33). The subdivision 

is bounded by lots fronting the east side of Cloverdale Drive to the west, lots fronting the south 

side of Wainright Drive to the south, Bouldercrest Drive to the east, and Short Street to the north 

(Figure #39). 

• 1947. The D.P. & G.W. Marbut Subdivision was developed by D.P. and G.W. Marbut in 1947 

and includes 38 parcels.  This subdivision is bounded by Maynard Terrace SE (this street name 

appears to have been recently changed from Denton Drive at the time of the platting, and also 

was planned to extend south to Van Vleck Avenue at the time) on the west, Van Vleck Avenue 

on the south, Clifton Street on the east, and lots fronting the north side of Van Epps Street on the 

north (Figure #40).  This plat also references a “Marbut Estates” subdivision to the north as 

“previously platted,” so although a plat has not been located, the area north of Van Epps between 

Clifton and Maynard was platted by 1947.  This correlates with this extant historic housing in 

this area, which is comprised almost exclusively of 1940s-era American Small Houses.  

• 1947. The Bouldercrest Subdivision, Unit 1, was developed in 1947 by Bouldercrest, Inc. and 

includes 37 parcels comprising lots in Land Lot 142 fronting Fayetteville Road and Bouldercrest 

Drive at their intersection with what is today Branen Road (Figure #41). This subdivision abuts 

commercial parcels to the north and west, Cecilia Drive to the south, and the Bouldercrest Unit 

2 subdivision to the east (outside of the district), which would be platted just one years later. This 

plat include covenants that restrict development within it for the forthcoming 25 years to 

residential construction that “shall not be sold, leased, or occupied to or by any person other than 

a member of the Caucasian race.”  The restrictions also establish a building setback, mandate 

that houses cost no less than $6,000 to construct and comprise at least 5 rooms, forbid lots from 

being re-subdivided, and allow for the construction of no more than one house per lot.  

• 1949. The Eastwood Subdivision Unit 1 was developed in 1949 and includes 192 parcels. This 

subdivision is bounded by Moreland Avenue to the west, lots fronting the south side of Greenleaf 

Road to the south, Flat Shoals Avenue and lots fronting the east side of Cloverdale Drive to the 

east, and lots fronting the north side of Oakfield Drive to the north (Figure #42). 

• 1949. The Lona Heights Subdivision was developed in 1949 by the property owner, comprising 

16 parcels fronting Martin Road (shown on the 1946 Alexander & Tatum Subdivision plat as 

Raymond Road, and now known as Lochland Road) (Figure #43). 

• 1950. The Eastwood Subdivision Unit 2 was developed in 1950 and includes 4 parcels fronting 

the north side of Oakfield Avenue between Gresham Avenue and Stokeswood Avenue (Figure 

#44). As this is a “Unit 2” plat, we can assume that the area between this plat and Ormewood 

Avenue was likely platted prior to 1950 as Unit 1 although no other plats for Eastwood have been 

located. This correlates with this extant historic housing in this area, which is comprised almost 

exclusively of 1940s-era American Small Houses.    

• 1951. The Flat Shoals Heights Unit 2 Subdivision was developed in 1951 and includes 37 parcels. 

The subdivision is bounded by Clifton Road to the west, Flat Shoals Road to the south, lot 
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fronting the east side of Hilburn Drive SE to the east, and Sylvester Cemetery to the north (Figure 

#45). 

• 1954. The Moreland Estates Subdivision was developed in 1954 and includes 39 parcels. This 

subdivision is bounded by lots fronting the west side of Brownwood Avenue to the west, lots 

fronting the south side of Eastwood Place (now Happy Valley Trail) to the south, a tributary of 

Intrenchment Creek to the east, lots fronting the Hillwood Court cul-de-sac to the north (Figure 

#46). This is the first documented platting of a cul-de-sac to appear in East Atlanta, although it 

would certainly not be the last. Additionally, this plat was accompanied by some interesting 25-

year covenants. These primarily focus on restricting the lots to single-family residential 

development: they expressly preclude the lots for being used for church purposes, schools, or 

kindergartens. They also established standards setbacks and side yards for houses, and minimum 

square footage for houses.  

• 1955-1956. The Eastwood Manor subdivision appears to have been developed in these years. 

While no plat has been recovered, a November 9, 1956 Atlanta Constitution ad touts this 

subdivision, on the “first right past Ormewood intersection” with Flat Shoals Avenue (which is 

Cloverdale Drive) as “east Atlanta’s finest” offering two, three, and four bedroom brick houses, 

and open for visitation from 2pm to dark daily.6 The existence of a model home or homes open 

at the time, coupled with the construction dates of 1955 and 1956 for almost every house fronting 
Cloverdale Drive south of the Eastwood Unit 1 subdivision, as well as those fronting Poplarcrest 

and Elmcrest circles, evidences that these were the years of subdivision and development for this 

area.  

• 1961. The next documented cul-de-sac to appear in the neighborhood was platted in 1961 as the 

Eastwood Forest Subdivision was developed in 1961 and includes 25 parcels. The subdivision is 

comprises all lots fronting Cedarbrook Court, including two lots that were “reserved” by the 

developer as undevelopable due to the positioning of Intrenchment Creek through them, and 

remain undeveloped today (Figure #47). The subdivision was accompanied by covenants similar 

to those that accompanied the Moreland Estates Subdivision seven years earlier.  

• 1961. The East Village Flats Condominium complex was developed in 1961. The developer for 

this tract is unknown, but the owner of the property is listed as B. Auerbach on the land plat. This 

property, located at 575 Flat Shoals Avenue was developed as multi-family housing and remains 

such today (Figure #48). 

 

3.  In general, the original use(s) of properties in the district (give dates): 

• Agricultural and Residential (pre-1860) 

 

4.  In general, the subsequent use(s) of properties in the district (give dates): 

• Agricultural (pre-1860-ca. 1940s), Residential (ca. 1880-present), Commercial (1889-present), 

Religious (ca. 1876-present), and Community (ca. 1900-present) 

 

5.  In general, current use(s) of the properties: 

• Residential (ca. 1880-present), Commercial (1889-present), Religious (ca. 1876-present), and 

Community (ca. 1900-present) 

 

                                                 
6 Eastwood Manor. Atlanta Constitution. November 9, 1956. Pg. 36 
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6.  Architects, engineers, builders, contractors, landscape architects, gardeners, and/or other 

artisans and craftsmen associated with the design of the development or historic resources within 

the district:  

If an architect(s) or engineer(s) designed historic resources in the district, provide the location and a 

description of these resources. 

• Madison Theater (1927 – 496 Flat Shoals Avenue) Daniell & Beutell, architects 

• Peterson Elementary School (1957 - 1757 Mary Dell Road) George Blau and Morris Hall, 

architects 

• Hugh O. Burgess Elementary School (ca. 1952 - 480 Clifton Street) Barili & Humphreys, 

architects; demolished in 2004 

o The same architects designed J.C. Murphy Junior High School (later Murphy High 

School, later Alonzo A. Crim High School/Open Campus High School) (256 Clifton 

Street SE), 1949 (outside district)  

• East Atlanta High School (later Thurgood Marshall Middle School) (1958 - 1920 Mary Dell 

Drive) Romulus H. Thompson of Thompson & Hancock, architects 

• East Atlanta Branch library building (1949 - 457 Flat Shoals Avenue) Clement J. Ford, architect; 

Central Construction Company, builder 

• The Williams Brothers Lumber Company & Builders, founded in 1922, was an important 

supplier of building materials, including roof trusses and concrete, in East Atlanta and throughout 

metropolitan Atlanta before and after World War II.  While the company headquarters building, 

located at 934 Glenwood Avenue, SW, is outside the District boundaries, the founder, J.R. 

Williams, was a prominent member of the East Atlanta community.  Williams, who died in 1954, 

owned a house that is no longer extant at 606 Flat Shoals Avenue, SE and was a member of the 

E.A. Minor Lodge No. 603, F&AM, and also served as president of the East Atlanta Exchange 

Club. 

NOTE: I would ideally like this document to identify the architects of other community landmark 

buildings in the district such as East Side Church (formerly Martha Brown United Methodist Church); 

First Iconium (formerly Moreland Avenue Baptist Church); Calvary Baptist Church (1626 Flat Shoals 

Road); the East Atlanta Post Office (1273 Metropolitan Avenue), and the Masonic Lodge at 525 

Moreland Avenue. If you know the architects of these buildings or have ideas for research, please let me 

know.   

 

7. Date(s) of development and source(s) used to determine date: 

• 1890 – 1968 

• Census records, Sanborn maps, plat maps, historical newspaper articles, East Atlanta written 

histories, East Atlanta News articles, oral histories, city directories, state archive photos 

 

8. Known Significant persons associated with the district; summary or brief account for their 

significance; dates of association with the district or a property or properties within the district: 

NOTE: As this district is not being listed for significance under criterion B, significant people will only 

be discussed briefly in the developmental history. This list is not intended to convey that there 

are no other significant people associated with this district- in fact, one of the reasons districts 

are very rarely nominated under criterion B is precisely because of the great number of people 

that could be considered to be in some way associated with and significant to the district. This 

list is also not intended to convey that all of the below individuals are materially connected with 

the neighborhood sufficiently for their association to meet National Register standards. This is 

simply a list of generally notable individuals that played some role in the district during the 
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historic period (pre—1969) according to the GSU students’ research. 

 

• General James B. McPherson—Born in 1828 in Clyde, Ohio, McPherson was the second-

highest ranking Union officer killed in the Civil War.  McPherson began the war as a lieutenant 

colonel serving under General U.S. Grant at the Battle of Shiloh.  By 1862, McPherson was 

promoted to the rank of Brigadier General and was given command of a force that assisted 

General William Rosecrans in Mississippi.  In 1864, McPherson was in command of troops 

assisting General William T. Sherman during the Atlanta Campaign.  McPherson was killed 

during the Battle of Atlanta on August 22, 1864, purportedly near the site of the McPherson 

Monument located at the intersection of McPherson and Monument Avenues in the East Atlanta 

Historic District.7  

• Governor Joseph E. Brown—Born in 1821 in South Carolina, Brown was a prosperous lawyer 

and businessman in Georgia in the years before the Civil War. He was elected to the Georgia 

State Senate in 1849, was appointed a state circuit judge in 1855, and won the gubernatorial 

election in 1857.  He served as Georgia’s governor until 1865 when he was arrested and 

imprisoned by the U.S. Government in Washington, D.C.  He was paroled during the Johnson 

Administration and fully pardoned in September 1865.  Brown owned property in the area that 

would become East Atlanta and after his death in 1894 some of that property was subdivided by 
his heirs to create Brownwood Park. Additional acreage at Glenwood and Joseph avenues was 

deeded to the East Atlanta Baptist Church in 1902. The church was renamed Moreland Avenue 

Baptist Church (now First Iconium Baptist Church) when it built a sanctuary closer to Moreland 

Avenue  at 542 Moreland Avenue.   

• Reverend Sam Stinson—Stinson was the first pastor of a small African American church 

congregation established in 1876 called the Traveler’s Rest Baptist Church.  This church was 

established with the assistance of the Wheat Street Baptist Church in Atlanta.8  

• John William Zuber—Born in 1867 in New York to German immigrants, Zuber moved with 

his family to Atlanta in 1871.  The reason for this move south is unclear, but his father was a 

Union veteran and a veteran of the Battle of Atlanta.  Zuber became a successful lumber magnate 

and owned the J. W. Zuber Wholesale Lumber Company that operated in both Georgia and 

Florida.9  In 1892, Zuber purchased 37 acres along Flat Shoals Road in the area that would 

become East Atlanta.  In 1904, Zuber married Gertie Rogers and began building a large, 

Neoclassical Revival style house on the property he owned along Flat Shoals Road. Construction 

was complete by the end of 1906 and the couple reportedly moved in on January 5, 1907.10   This 

house is the only building in the East Atlanta neighborhood listed individually on the National 

Register of Historic Places.   

• Ebenezer Augustus (E.A.) Minor—in 1896, Minor co-founded the Marbut & Minor General 

Mercantile Store on the site that is today 512 Flat Shoals Avenue with Luther Marbut.   He also 

                                                 
7 Bonds, Russell S. War Like the Thunderbolt: The Battle and Burning of Atlanta. (Yardley, Pennsylvania: Westholme 

Publishing, 2010). 
8 The House of Hope Atlanta (Greater Traveler’s Baptist Church) Story. “Dates of Our Story.”  Provided by the House of 

Hope Atlanta. 28 March 2017. Attachment #1. 
9 Crawford, Rebecca, “The Historic Zuber-Jarrell House.” Times of DeKalb. DeKalb History Center. Summer 2010. 

Volume 4, Issue 3.  
10 National Park Service. “Zuber-Jarrell House National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form.”  U.S. Department 

of the Interior, September 5, 1997.  



 

37 

served as president and director of the East Atlanta Bank founded in 1911 and the E.A. Minor 

(East Atlanta) Masonic Lodge was named in his honor.11 

• Luther Marbut—Marbut was originally from Lithonia, Georgia,12 and co-founded the Marbut 

& Minor General Store with E.A. Minor in 1896.  Luther Marbut and the Marbut family owned 

a significant amount of land in and around the District.  He subdivided a portion of his property 

in 1911 in the northern, gridded section of the district into residential lots, and his estate 

subdivided an additional portion of his property in the District in 1941 and 1947. 

• John William (J.W.) McWilliams—In 1889, McWilliams established a general mercantile store 

near the intersection of Flat Shoals and Glenwood Avenues, and first business in East Atlanta. 

He became East Atlanta’s first postmaster in 1891.13 He also held a significant amount of 

property in the district, and in 1915 he subdivided a portion of it located near the intersection of 

Flat Shoals and Glenwood Avenues for commercial use.  His estate further subdivided portions 

of the McWilliams property in 1941. 

• J.R. Williams—J.R. Williams and his brother H.R. Williams established Williams Brothers 

Lumber Company in 1922 with a main office, lumberyard, and showroom located at 934 

Glenwood Avenue, SE (outside the district).  The business served the building needs, including 

but not limited to concrete and roof trusses, of the East Atlanta neighborhood and the city of 

Atlanta and surrounding counties.   Williams Brothers notably provided building materials for 

the Ford Motor Company Assembly Plant in Hapeville and Grady Memorial Hospital, according 

to a 1962 newspaper article.  J.R. Williams resided at 609 Flat Shoals Avenue, SE inside the 

district and was a member of the E.A. Minor Lodge No. 603, F&AM and served as president of 

the East Atlanta Exchange Club.  Williams died in 1954.  The Williams house located at 609 Flat 

Shoals Avenue is no longer extant. 

• Horace G. Lanford—Horace G. Lanford was the founder and editor of the East Atlanta News, 

a free weekly newsletter highlighting community news and business advertisements in the East 

Atlanta and Ormewood Park neighborhoods.  Publication of the East Atlanta News began in 1934 

and Lanford died in December 1954. It is unknown how long after Lanford died that the 

newsletter continued publication.  Lanford was also a member of the East Atlanta Exchange Club 

and the East Atlanta Businessman’s Association.14   

• Martha Ann Holmes and Rosalyn Walton: Two of the “Atlanta Nine,” the first African-

American students to integrate Atlanta’s Public schools in 1961. The students did not live in East 

Atlanta, but Murphy High School (now known as Alonzo A. Crim Open Campus High School) 

(256 Clifton Way), the school which they integrated, was one of several schools serving East 

Atlanta. Murphy High School was chosen as one of the four initial schools in the city to be 

integrated in part because it was in a “transitional neighborhood.”15 

• Rev. Willis Mitchell: The East Atlanta Village’s first African-American business owner. He 

purchased the Olson’s Bakery business (the long-time business at 490 Flat Shoals Avenue), 

where he had previously worked as a baker, in 1969, and moved it to 477 Flat Shoals Avenue, 

                                                 
11 Bryant, Henry and Katrina VanCronkhite. Images of America: East Atlanta. (Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia 

Publishing, 2014), 38. 
12 Garrett, Franklin.  Atlanta and Environs: A Chronicle of its People and Events, 1880s-1930s. (Athens, Georgia: 

University of Georgia Press, 1954). 
13 History of East Atlanta. Unpublished. City of Atlanta, Bureau of Planning. 1998. 2 
14 “H.G. Lanford Editor of News Dies Dec. 7.” East Atlanta News. Volume 19; Number 49.  9 December 1954. 
15 Kruse, Kevin M. White Flight: Atlanta and the Making of Modern Conservatism (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton 

University Press, 2005), 151. 
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where he reopened it as Willis Bakery. It became the first African-American owned business in 

the East Atlanta Village16, and remained open until 2002.  

 

9. Significant events or activities associated with the district, if different from routine historical 

functions; summary or brief account of their significance; dates of these events or activities: 

• N/A 

 

B.  Name of the District 

 

1. List all names by which the district is and has been known, and indicate the period of time 

known by each name (the preferred historic name should appear in Section 1, number 1) 

• East Atlanta 

• East Atlanta Village (commercial area at intersection of Flat Shoals and Glenwood Avenues) 

 

2. Explain the origin or meaning of each name (such as original owner or developer; significant 

persons or events associated with the district; original or subsequent uses of the district; location/address; 

innovative, unusual or distinctive characteristics of the district; and/or accepted professional, scientific, 

technical, or traditional name).  NOTE:  The National Register lists districts by their historic names or 

by location.   

• The name “East Atlanta” refers to the district’s geographic location on the eastern side of the 

City of Atlanta.  Today, only a portion of the District is located in the limits of the City of Atlanta, 

but the District’s proximity to Atlanta contributes to its identity, first as a streetcar suburb, and 

later as an automobile suburb. 

 

C.  History of the District 

 

Provide a written history of the district.  The history is an account of how the district developed, how 

properties were used within the district, and explains the significance of the people and events associated 

with the district from the beginning of the district’s history through the present day. 

 

The history should be a concise, factual account of the history and development of the district, from its 

origins to the present time.  Refer to the overall layout, buildings, structures, and landscape features of 

the district as appropriate.     

• It should include important persons associated with the district, including how they are 

important to the district’s development or history. 

• It should document important events and activities associated with the district. 

• It should document the acquisition of land, the construction of buildings and other structures, 

the development of landscaping, and any major changes to the district over time, with specific 

attention to extant buildings, structures, and landscape features. 

• It should include biographical information for architects, engineers, builders, contractors, 

landscape architects, gardeners, and/or other artisans and craftsmen (if known).  The 

biographical information should include birth and death dates, where practiced and when, 

name of firm or business, examples of other designs, etc. 

 

                                                 
16 Bryant, Henry and Katrina VanCronkhite. Images of America: East Atlanta (Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia 

Publishing, 2014), 101. 
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Historical information should be presented chronologically and organized by major historical periods or 

eras associated with the district.  Emphasis should be placed on the periods of time when the district 

achieved its historic significance and from which extant buildings and structures date.  Specific dates 

should be provided whenever possible.  Refer to people by their full names and provide at least basic 

biographical information (e.g., birth and death dates, spouses, occupations).  Be sure to discuss the 

history of the district during the mid-20th century as this time period is now historic. 

 

When mentioning buildings, structures, and landscape or other physical features, be sure to 

indicate whether or not they still exist in the district and, if not, what happened to them. 

 

Footnotes or endnotes are not required although they may be used.  However, it is recommended that 

you indicate in some way (for example, a parenthetical expression or an explanation right in the text) the 

sources of information you used to obtain specific critical information about the district's history.  For 

example, if the construction date of houses in the district are not known precisely, indicate the sources 

of information or the reasoning that you have used to arrive at an approximate date.   

Conversely, if the date of construction of a building is well documented, in a building permit or family 

records, then indicate that as well. 

 

Be sure to indicate "up front" which aspects of the district's history are well documented, which are 

legends, traditions, or myths, and which are your interpretations.  If some aspect of the district's history 

cannot be documented, indicate this as well. 

BE SURE TO READ SECTION 6, ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES, AND “WRITING THE 

HISTORY OF YOUR COMMUNITY” BY KENNETH H. THOMAS, JR. (at 

www.georgiashpo.org  or available from HPD) FOR SUGGESTIONS OF THE TYPE OF 

INFORMATION TO INCLUDE IN THE HISTORY.  

http://www.georgiashpo.org/
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Early History and Antebellum Period (Prehistory-1861) 

 

The area that is now the East Atlanta Historic District was occupied for hundreds of years before the 

district’s development. Before white settlers arrived in the 1820s, this area was occupied by the Creek 

Nation, descendants of the Mississippian culture (900 BCE – 1500 CE).  The main northwest-southeast 

artery in East Atlanta is Flat Shoals Avenue/Road, which was formerly known as the Sandtown Trail 

and then Leggetts Avenue. The Sandtown Trail was used by the Creeks as a major trade route between 

the Chattahoochee River and the Georgia coast.17  The Creeks, under pressure from the United States 

government, ceded the land that would become DeKalb County in the Treaty of Indian Springs in 1821.  

The Creeks were forcibly removed from the area shortly thereafter, and beginning in 1822, the land was 

surveyed, divided, and distributed to white settlers through a land lottery.  Each land lot consisted of 

202.5 acres and could be claimed for a $19 fee.18  

 

The earliest documented record of ownership in the area is a land grant of 202.5 acres awarded to a man 

by the name of Hall on July 16, 1822 and recorded in what was then Henry County (it would be divided 

into four counties, including Dekalb, in December of that same year). Land Lot 177 comprises, in part, 

the land bordered by Memorial Drive and Moreland, East Side, and Glenwood avenues.19 

 

In 1834-35, Thomas Simmons was granted 202.5 acres by the State of Georgia in the land lottery.  This 

acreage contains most of present-day East Atlanta.  Simmons moved to this tract of land, and by 1837, 

had both grist and saw mills in operation along Sugar Creek.20  The exact locations of these mills are 

unknown, however because the mills were located on Sugar Creek they were likely located outside the 

district boundary.  These mills were the extent of commercial and industrial development in the area 

until the latter decades of the nineteenth century.  Most of the District was used for agriculture or 

remained undeveloped and forested.   

 

Civil War (1861-1865) 

 

The East Atlanta area was the site of a crucial battle during the Civil War. On July 22, 1864, the Battle 

of Atlanta was fought along the current route of Flat Shoals Avenue/Road in the area that would become 

East Atlanta. The modern junction of Moreland Avenue and Interstate 20 was the epicenter of this one-

day battle between forces commanded by Union General William Tecumseh Sherman, who sought to 

capture Atlanta, and Confederate General John Bell Hood, who fought to defend it. Two important 

figures, Union General James “Birdseye” McPherson and Confederate General William H.T. Walker, 

were killed during the battle.  By the end of the nineteenth century, both men were honored with 

monuments erected to their memory near the approximate location of their deaths in East Atlanta.  The 

monument to General McPherson was erected in September 1877 and is still in place at the intersection 

of McPherson and Monument avenues, just south of present-day Interstate 20 in the northern portion of 

                                                 
17 Lee, Connor, “Help Sylvester Cemetery,” History Atlanta. Last modified March 25, 2014, http://historyatlanta.com/help-

sylvester-cemetery/. 25 March 2014. 
18 Laub, Richard E. and Denise Messick. “Kirkwood National Register of Historic Places District Nomination Form.” U.S. 

Department of the Interior. 2009.  Accessed February, 2017, https://npgallery.nps.gov/GetAsset?assetID=ff7c0f8b-f3ec-

49fe-bc8f-fe8c6af9c5a2, 22. 
19 Gaddis, Charles. Roses in December: A History of East Atlanta and the Martha Brown Methodist Church. Atlanta. 1990. 
3.  
20 Lee, Connor.  “Help Sylvester Cemetery.” History Atlanta website. http://historyatlanta.com/help-sylvester-cemetery/. 25 

March 2014.  Accessed 20 February 2017. 

http://historyatlanta.com/help-sylvester-cemetery/
http://historyatlanta.com/help-sylvester-cemetery/
https://npgallery.nps.gov/GetAsset?assetID=ff7c0f8b-f3ec-49fe-bc8f-fe8c6af9c5a2
https://npgallery.nps.gov/GetAsset?assetID=ff7c0f8b-f3ec-49fe-bc8f-fe8c6af9c5a2
http://historyatlanta.com/help-sylvester-cemetery/
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the district.21 The monument to General Walker was originally placed on a small parcel of land west of 

Clifton Street22, the exact location of which is unknown, and was moved to its current location at the 

intersection of Glenwood Avenue and Wilkinson Drive in 1938.  The Walker Monument is located 

immediately east of Interstate 20, outside the district. These monuments served as tourist attractions, and 

within a few years of their construction, would serve as impetus for streetcar development in the area. 

The earliest documented residential plat in the area, believed to date to the 1880s, incudes the location 

of the McPherson Monument.  

 

Reconstruction (1865-1877) 

 

Despite the political turmoil in the state in late 1865, the business leaders in the City of Atlanta were 

ready to embrace the opportunity to get back to business.  According to historian Wendy Venet, “Atlanta 

was aided by the conscious decision not to fight federal Reconstruction policies.  The city decided the 

best way was to cooperate rather than fight."23 Atlanta was a prosperous transportation center in the years 

before and during the war and the city’s business elites were eager for Atlanta to return to its former 

economic glory.  Atlanta would not extend its city limits to encompass any part of the area that would 

become East Atlanta until 1909, but decisions made by Atlanta government officials and businessmen 

related to commerce and transportation in the late nineteenth century would lay the groundwork for both 

the commercial and residential development of the District in later decades.   

 

By 1866, less than a year after the end of the war, the State of Georgia and the City of Atlanta were 

beginning the process of rebuilding the economy of Atlanta.   In February, the Atlanta Street Railroad 

Company was incorporated by the Georgia General Assembly, but no streetcars were built in Atlanta for 

several more years.24  In 1871, George W. Adair and Richard Peters purchased the Atlanta Street 

Railroad Company and renamed it the Atlanta Street Railway Company.  They built the first streetcar 

line in Atlanta along Peachtree Street (formerly Whitehall Street).  Several more lines were built by the 

company and were in operation in the city by 1874.  The financial panic of 1873 curtailed streetcar line 

expansion, but by the 1880s, there were several more streetcar companies in operation in Atlanta.25  

However, none of these early streetcar lines extended as far east as the area that would become East 

Atlanta. 

 

The area that would become East Atlanta during the 1870s was still a sparsely populated, agricultural 

area.  The majority of that population was white, but in 1876 an African American church, Traveler’s 

Rest Baptist Church, was established in an area house along Flat Shoals Avenue that had served as a 

traveler’s rest stop along this thoroughfare in the years during and after the Civil War (Attachment #1).26  

The church was established with the assistance of the Wheat Street Baptist Church in Atlanta and its first 

                                                 
21 Ibid. 26.  
22 Bryant, Henry and Katrina VanCronkhite. “Images of America: East Atlanta.” (Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia 

Publishing, 2014), 34. 
23 Pendered, David.  “After Civil War, Atlanta’s Leaders Were Ready to Return to Business, says Upcoming Speaker at 

History Center.” Saporta Report website.  21 May 2014. http://saportareport.com/after-civil-war-atlantas-leaders-were-

ready-to-get-back-to-business-author-says/.  Accessed 22 March 2017. 
24 Storey, Steve, “Streetcars in Atlanta.” Georgia’s Railroad History & Heritage. Last modified 2015, accessed February, 

2017, http://railga.com/oddend/streetrail/atlantastr.html,  1. 
25 Ibid. 
26The House of Hope Atlanta (Greater Traveler’s Baptist Church) Story. “Dates of Our Story.”  Provided by the House of 

Hope Atlanta. March 28, 2017. Attachment #1. 

http://saportareport.com/after-civil-war-atlantas-leaders-were-ready-to-get-back-to-business-author-says/
http://saportareport.com/after-civil-war-atlantas-leaders-were-ready-to-get-back-to-business-author-says/
http://railga.com/oddend/streetrail/atlantastr.html
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pastor was Reverend Sam Stinson.27  The Traveler’s Rest congregation remained in this location on Flat 

Shoals Avenue until the church/house burned in 1920.  Shortly thereafter, East Atlanta businessmen 

banded together to purchase the church and cemetery properties from the congregation.28  The 

congregation moved to a new location on Mayson Avenue north of present-day Interstate-20, which is 

outside of the district’s boundary.29  While the church and cemetery are no longer extant in the district, 

the establishment of the congregation in the 1870s indicates the existence of a small African American 

population in the area that persisted into the early twentieth century.  According to 1910 census records, 

there were approximately 100 African Americans residing in the district, mainly in areas along 

Glenwood Avenue, Flat Shoals Road, and south Moreland Avenue.30  However, it is important to 

remember that these areas may have been considered outside of “East Atlanta” at that time, as newspaper 

articles of the time reinforce both the historically nebulous boundaries of what was considered “East 

Atlanta,” and indicate that the area overall was generally not friendly toward African-Americans, and 

that sections of the neighborhood were certainly off limits to African-American residential occupation. 

A 1916 article states, “As is the case in all East Atlanta, no negroes are permitted to live in or own 

property in Stonewall Park.”31 Stonewall Park is west of Moreland Avenue, in an area that was 

considered a part of both East Atlanta and the adjacent Ormewood Park neighborhood at different times 

throughout its history. Although it is outside of the district boundaries, it is fair to assume that this quote 

is an accurate measure of typical residential patterns throughout the district at the time. By 1930, after 

the Traveler’s Rest Congregation moved the church to Mayson Avenue, the African American 

population dropped to around 80 residents.32  

 

Metropolitan Development of East Atlanta: 1880 and forward 

 

By 1880, East Atlanta’s location less than four miles from the center of Atlanta poised the area for 

growth. The late nineteenth century brought the beginnings of the area’s development into the district 

that remains today, with a number of developments that changed the population and landscape of East 

Atlanta from a small, primarily rural community of scattered white and black residents to a thriving 

suburb of Atlanta with a mix of urban and suburban characteristics. The following section details the 

growth of streetcar lines, commercial businesses, residential houses and subdivisions, schools, churches, 

and institutional organizations, city services, and annexation by the City of Atlanta during the majority 

of the district’s period of significance. 

 

Streetcar Lines and Infrastructure Development 

The major impetus for both commercial and residential growth in the area that would become East 

Atlanta occurred in 1883 with the establishment of horse and a mule-drawn streetcar service by the 

Metropolitan Street Railway Company.33 The company had obtained its city franchise that same year 
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with the purpose of building new transit lines and opening up land for development in the southeastern 

section of Atlanta. Many of the earliest platted streets in East Atlanta, such as Metropolitan, Haas, and 

Patterson avenues, are named after the company and its founders.34 The Soldiers Home Line (so called 

because it terminated at the Confederate Soldier’s Home, which was planned for construction in 1883 

by not actually constructed in 1890) just west of the district on East Confederate Avenue), appears on 

streetcar maps by the 1880s. It travelled south along Moreland Avenue (then called Line Avenue) and 

provided streetcar access to those living and working along Moreland Avenue, and businesses and 

residences that would soon begin development east of Moreland Avenue along Flat Shoals and 

Glenwood avenues.35  The Soldier’s Home Line branched south from the Fair Street/Arkwright Line that 

traveled along present-day Memorial Drive, connecting the Moreland Avenue corridor and the area that 

would become East Atlanta to downtown Atlanta (Figure #26).36 With the installation of streetcar access 

to Atlanta, the opportunity for residential and commercial growth in the area boomed.  

 

In 1890, steam-powered “dummy” streetcars replaced the horse and mule-drawn cars on the Soldier’s 

Home line.37  A steam dummy was a streetcar powered by a steam engine that burned coal for fuel.  The 

dummies resembled a railroad passenger coach and ran along rails that were embedded in city streets.38  

The proximity and affordability of the streetcar line allowed merchants and businessmen who worked in 

downtown Atlanta to buy or build houses in East Atlanta and commute to work each day.   

 

In 1891, Atlanta businessman Joel Hurt, developer of the streetcar suburb of Inman Park, began to 

consolidate streetcar companies in Atlanta by purchasing the Atlanta Street Railway Company along 

with the West End and the Gate City lines.  In 1892, Hurt added the Metropolitan Street Railway 

Company, of which the Soldier’s Home line in East Atlanta was a part, to the Atlanta Consolidated Street 

Railway Company.  By 1894, 44 miles of streetcar line in Atlanta had been converted from horse/mule-

drawn or steam-powered cars to electric- powered cars.  The Soldier’s Home line, however, remained a 

steam dummy line for several more years.  By 1899, the Atlanta Railway & Power Company controlled 

the Soldier’s Home line and converted it to an electric streetcar line, which was in operation until 1901.39   

 

The main trolley line along Moreland Avenue remained in operation until 1949, and by 1940, was 

supported by a feeder bus line that snaked its way through the residential streets of the neighborhood.  

 

Commercial Development 

In 1889, J.W. McWilliams opened the first general mercantile store in what would become the 

commercial area of East Atlanta called East Atlanta Village, at the northwest corner of the intersection 

of Flat Shoals and Glenwood (formerly Welham) avenues (Figure #13). Future commercial development 

in the village would spread from the nascent commercial node in this location in all directions, but most 

extensively north up Flat Shoals Avenue. J. W. McWilliams and Son sold groceries, general 

merchandise, stock feed, and hardware.  The first post office in East Atlanta, established in 1891, 
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operated out of the McWilliams store, which was also the location of the community’s first telephone 

switchboard.40  

 

In 1896, Luther Marbut and Ebenezer Minor opened a general mercantile store at 500 (now 514) Flat 

Shoals Avenue on the northeast corner of Flat Shoals and Glenwood Avenues, across the street from 

J.W. McWilliams’ store (Figure #14) (Attachment #2).41  This was both dry goods store, which offered 

tailoring for skirts and suits along with millinery services, and sold groceries, including produce that was 

grown in the district at a more than 100-acre site known as the Marbut and Minor Truck Farm, located 

near the intersection of Clifton Street and Glenwood Avenue. A second Marbut & Minor location that 

offered groceries was opened later at 911 Glenwood Avenue (outside the District boundaries). With the 

addition of this second location, Marbut & Minor grew into the second largest grocery store in the 

South42.  Both the McWilliams and Marbut & Minor stores remained in business in the East Atlanta 

Village through early 1930s. 

 

Commercial development in East Atlanta surged when the City of Atlanta annexed the first section of 

the district in 1909. This annexation encompassed a reverse L-shaped area generally bounded today by 

I-20, Moreland Avenue, Glenwood Avenue, Stokeswood Avenue, and Eastside Avenue. The southern-

most boundary of the 1909 annexation was located along the north (rear) lot line of parcels fronting 

Oakfield Drive. This included the commercial area.  

 

Dr. Carlton Crabill opened the East Atlanta Pharmacy in 1909. The business appears in city directories 

by 1915, located at what was then 503 Flat Shoals Avenue (the address became 517 Flat Shoals Avenue 

after the city-wide address changes of 1926). The pharmacy offered compounded medicines and 

sarsaparilla drinks.43 It would eventually become one of the longest-operating businesses in the district, 

beloved by residents for the next six decades. The East Atlanta Market opened in 1910 at what was then 

498 Flat Shoals Avenue (today 512 Flat Shoals Avenue).  The proprietor, W.B. Owens, not only sold 

retail meat, but also operated a restaurant and lunch counter. The Atlanta Constitution reported that the 

market had one of the “largest and handsomest refrigerators in the country.”44 Owens also made lard on 

the premises and ground sausages.    

 

An excellent example of the confidence of investors in the economic potential of East Atlanta during 

this time was the opening in 1911 of the East Atlanta Bank, located at the southeast corner of Flat Shoals 

and Glenwood Avenues (Figures #15-17).45  This building remains extant today, and is commonly 

referred to as the Flatiron Building. The East Atlanta Bank was the first bank in the area and crowds 

surrounded the building on opening day to participate in the festivities (Attachment #3).46 The bank’s 

founders knew there was a market for their services in East Atlanta as local farmers often traveled to 

Atlanta banks to obtain feed and seed loans. The East Atlanta Bank was able to offer feed and seed loans 
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to farmers at reasonable rates locally.47 The bank building also housed professional offices on the second 

floor, and by 1916, just five years after the building’s construction, three physicians and a dentist 

occupied this space.48 This bank was the backbone of the commercial district of East Atlanta for decades.  

 

The space that would eventually house the well-known East Atlanta Barbershop for decades (then 505 

Flat Shoals Avenue, later 521 Flat Shoals Avenue) opened in 1913 offering barber services to local men. 

An October, 1916 feature on the neighborhood in the Atlanta Constitution entitled “East Atlanta: Where 

Homes are Happy and Business Good,” celebrated the neighborhood for its suburban charm: “Just far 

enough away from the smoke and grime of the city, yet inside the limits of Atlanta, is a city within a big 

city, with all the conveniences of the latter, but with the atmosphere and surroundings of the country, 

with schools and churches, homeowners and happy people- East Atlanta.”49 The article goes on to say, 

“East Atlanta is prepared to supply every demand or want of its residents, its enterprises covering all the 

necessities and luxuries of life.” By this year, the commercial node consisted of a pharmacy, a grain 

store, a hardware store, a blacksmith shop, a shoe store, three grocers, a meat market, a millinery store, 

a garage, a barber shop, a dentist, three physicians, a bank and a post office, and a pressing club. 

 

Sometime between 1911 and 1916, the original Marbut and Minor building was replaced by the building 

currently standing at 514 Flat Shoals Avenue, which was constructed as the E.A. Minor Masonic Lodge. 

Marbut and Minor continued to operate a retail business on the first floor of this building until 1932, 

when they dissolved and sold their holdings after founder Luther Marbut died in 1932 (Attachment #2).50  

In April 193251, Piggly Wiggly, a grocery store chain headquartered in Memphis, Tennessee, opened a 

store in the building (Figure #17).52 The Piggly Wiggly business model was a departure from the typical 

grocery shopping experience of most East Atlanta residents.  Piggly Wiggly offered shopping carts, open 

shelving, and did not provide store clerks to shop for customers.  It was the first self-service grocery 

store chain in the United States.53 The building was converted into a Trust Company of Georgia bank 

branch by the 1950s, and it is currently a SunTrust Bank branch. Its present Stripped Classical façade 

was applied in 1962. 

 

By 1924, while the commercial district remained clustered closely around the intersection of Flat Shoals 

and Glenwood avenues, a trend that has remained with the East Atlanta Village through the present day 

had already begun to materialize: a prevalence of auto-oriented businesses. Sanborn Fire Insurance maps 

from this time show a garage with a capacity of 20 cars fronting Flat Shoals just south of Glenwood, and 

an auto repair business with a capacity of 22 cars at 516 Flat Shoals, immediately south of the East 

Atlanta Bank. Another automobile repair shop was located on the north side of Glenwood Avenue, just 

west of its intersection with Gresham Avenue. The commercial district’s make-up at that time represents 

what was once a more rural community quickly urbanizing: alongside these automobile-oriented 
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businesses, the compact commercial area still boasts two feed warehouses and a wholesale grain 

business.  

 

In 1925, the commercial district continued growing with the addition of what appears to be the district’s 

first regional chain store, an A&P grocery store at 476 Flat Shoals Ave SE.  Additional businesses in the 

district by this time included Atlanta Ice & Coal (507 Flat Shoals Ave SE), and McKinney Blacksmiths 

(589 Flat Shoals).54    

 

In July 1927, the Madison Theater opened at 496 Flat Shoals Avenue and provided entertainment to the 

residents of East Atlanta through 1970. The theatre had over 600 seats, a $5,000 pipe organ, and cost 

$100,000 to construct.  Advertisements for the theatre promised the utmost comfort to patrons.55 The 

interior featured two balconies in the “Florentine style” and “a refrigerating system [that makes] the 

interior cool and refreshing, even in the hottest weather.”56 The theater was one of many major additions 

to the district in the 1920s; by 1928, the commercial area boasted over 33 businesses that served not only 

the residential area within the district, but also Kirkwood, Reynoldstown, and Grant Park residents.57 By 

1937, the Madison was reportedly showing to an average of 7,500 weekly.58 

 

It is important to note that the East Atlanta commercial district also expanded beyond what is 

encompassed in the historic district by the 1920s. Radical change in the mid-20th century, primarily the 

result of the construction of Interstate 20 through the north portion of the neighborhood in the early 

1960s, as well as the subsequent dominance of Moreland Avenue as the primary area thoroughfare, 

obliterated a significant portion of what was the northernmost commercial development in the district, 

and severed the connection between what remains of this northernmost area today (a handful of buildings  

that  front Moreland Avenue and Memorial Drive where these two streets intersect) to the existing 

district.  As this area today is discontiguous from the larger commercial district and possesses few 

historic buildings, it has been excluded from the East Atlanta Historic District.  

 

Further south, at the intersection of Moreland and Ormewood avenues, commercial development 

occurred by the 1930s as a result of the streetcar line that formerly ran along Moreland Avenue. A brick 

service station (740 Moreland Avenue), and adjacent single-story brick-veneer retail building (720 

Moreland Avenue), dating to 1959, remain extant today.  

 

By 1931, commercial development remained compact in the village, but had spread further north on the 

east side of Flat Shoals Avenue, and further west on the south side of Glenwood Avenue. Floyd Brothers 

& Company Woodworking appears on Sanborn Fire Insurance maps by 1931, on the west side of Flat 

Shoals Avenue at Stokeswood Avenue. Floyd Brothers produced high-end wood products including 

cabinetry, until a fire on December 22, 1952 destroyed the facility.59 The commercial district’s first 
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filling station, the Flat Shoals Service Station, appears on maps by 1931, at the intersection of Flat Shoals 

and May avenues.  

 

While many buildings in the East Atlanta commercial district would house the same business for 

decades, many buildings also underwent a high rate of turnover and radical use changes. For instance, 

the building at 551 Flat Shoals Avenue was constructed by 1931, when it appears on Sanborn Fire 

Insurance maps as the “East Atlanta Theatre.” Just nine years later, the building is listed as a bowling 

alley in the 1940 Atlanta city directory. The 1950 city directory lists the address as home to a Bryant 

Feed and Flour Company. By 1965, the building is noted on Sanborn Fire Insurance maps as the home 

of a printing company.  

 
As with much of the rest of Georgia and the country, the end of World War II initiated a period of intense 

development in east Atlanta. Much of this development was residential (discussed later in this document), but the 

commercial district also gained significant new additions, as existing businesses thrived and new businesses 

arrived to serve the influx of new residents of East Atlanta. Ten businesses opened in 1949 within one 

block of East Atlanta Bank.60 By that year, the neighborhood hosted multiple grocery stores, including regional 

chains such as A& P (previously located at 486 Flat Shoals Avenue, and opening a new, larger location at 470 

Flat Shoals Avenue by 1949), and a Colonial grocery store, located at 1248 Glenwood Avenue by 1950. The East 

Atlanta News contained a number of advertisements for local businesses.  The January 6, 1948 issue 

promoted made-to-order rings from A.O. Harvey, located at 1261 Glenwood Avenue SE, ice cream made 

fresh daily at O.K. Drug Company, located at 494 Flat Shoals Avenue SE, and dressmaking by Mrs. 

Mabel Gillespie at 1356 May Avenue SE (Attachment #10).61  Residents could have poultry delivered 

“live or dressed” by Paul Timbs Poultry Market located at 1308 Glenwood Avenue SE, purchase 

Venetian blinds from Excel Venetian Blind Company at 248 Flat Shoals Avenue SE, or buy fertilizer 

from Holt Feed & Seed Company located at 1271 Glenwood Avenue SE.62  Advertisements by 

automobile-related businesses underscore East Atlantans’ increasing reliance on private automobiles 

during this time period. The same January 6, 1948 issue of the East Atlanta News, included 

advertisements for Simpson Tire Company at 550 Flat Shoals Avenue SE, East Atlanta Taxicabs located 

at 495 Flat Shoals Avenue SE, T.R. Jaynes Auto Parts and Service located at 1129 Memorial Drive SE, 

and East Atlanta Garage located at 530 Flat Shoals Avenue SE.63 

 

The commercial sector also continued to grow.  The first suburban location of Sunshine Department 

Store opened in 1951 next to the library on Flat Shoals Avenue.  Sunshine was a popular business in 

Atlanta and offered discounted goods for families. In 1954, Jacob’s Drugs opened an East Atlanta 

location at 485 Flat Shoals Avenue.  The original downtown Atlanta location was famous as the first 

store to sell Coca-Cola.  Families frequently visited the East Atlanta location to buy cherry flavored 

Coca-Cola and school supplies.64  

 

From the late 1940s through the 1960s, East Atlanta’s commercial center began to reflect in earnest the 

influence of automobile-oriented development patterns that were becoming increasingly popular across 

the country at the time, while simultaneously retaining and reinforcing its past pedestrian-oriented 
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development patterns. Automobile service-oriented businesses became increasingly prevalent in the 

district- between 1935 and 1938, a Texaco Filling Station had even been constructed at the former 

location of the J.W. McWilliams and Son general store, the first commercial establishment in the district. 

Along with automobile-oriented businesses, several stand-alone commercial establishments that 

included surrounding parking were built during this mid-20th century. Examples include a new E. A. 

Minor Lodge, constructed on the southwest corner of Moreland and Glenwood avenues in 1947, 

signaling Moreland Avenue’s preeminence as the primary thoroughfare in the area by that time, and the 

Dekalb Federal Savings and Loan building, constructed at 1246 Glenwood Avenue in 1953. 

Simultaneously, long-term downtown Atlanta businesses, such as Jacob’s Pharmacy and Sunshine 

Department Store, established suburban locations on Flat Shoals Avenue during the early 1950s, and 

while these were served by small shared parking and street parking, their zero lot-line design and 

compact size also reinforced pedestrian-oriented development.65 

 

In the southeast portion of the district, as Sanborn Fire Insurance maps do not capture unincorporated 

areas, it is more difficult to document the development of the district’s second smaller commercial node, 

at the intersection of Flat Shoals Avenue and Bouldercrest Drive. According to tax assessor data, the 

commercial buildings surrounding the intersection were all constructed between 1955 and 1968, which 

correlates with the automobile-centric development patterns that this development evidences. 886 

Bouldercrest Drive appears in the 1965 City Directory as a Handy Pantry food, while the adjacent 

building to its south (890) was the Bouldercrest Laundromat. Across the street, 885 Bouldercrest Road 

was at that time Callaway Supply Company Hardware, while 845-847 Flat Shoals Avenue housed a 

cleaners and a salon. The small shopping center at 1580 Flat Shoals Road, today known as the East 

Atlanta Pavilion, appears in City Directories by 1965, and the businesses at that time included a cross 

section of mid-20th century neighborhood-oriented commercial entities: The Village Pharmacy, the Feed 

Trough Restaurant, Stallings Floor Coverings, Ace Television Service; Village Hairstyles, and White’s 

Barber Shop.  

 

By the 1960s, commercial development in East Atlanta had sprawled to encompass all of the south side 

of Glenwood Avenue west of Flat Shoals Avenue, with the two houses remaining on that side of the 

block both in use for commercial purposes. While many houses remained extant on the north side of 

Glenwood Avenue, many of these were also in use for commercial ventures by this time. East of Haas 

Avenue, Glenwood Avenue remained entirely residential. Commercial development had also consumed 

both sides of Flat Shoals Avenue as far south as May Avenue and as far north as Metropolitan Avenue. 

North of Metropolitan Avenue, several houses, some in commercial use, still existed on the east side of 

Flat Shoals Avenue, interspersed with stand-alone commercial buildings. On the west side of Flat Shoals 

Avenue, the block bounded by Flat Shoals, Metropolitan Avenue, Moreland Avenue, and McPherson 

Street was an interesting microcosm of development trends throughout the commercial district at the 

time- Sanborn Fire Insurance maps show that this block of irregularly-shaped parcels by this time hosted 

two late 19th-early 20th century houses, two 1950s office buildings, a c.1957 bank surrounding by 

parking, two vacant parcels, and three filling stations. By this time, the commercial area hosted nine 

filling stations total, making this by far the most common business type in the district.  

 

 

Residential Development 
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Before the 1880s, the East Atlanta area contained scattered homes and farms, but with the arrival of the 

streetcar and commercial development, significant residential development was also initiated in the area.  

Parcels of land within the district were subdivided in stages for residential development in the northern 

section of the district beginning in the 1880s.   

 

The earliest extant residences in the district are located along Metropolitan, McPherson, and Haas 

avenues.  Multiple examples of the Queen Anne House type, most popular in Georgia from 1880 until 

1900, can be found along Metropolitan (Photo #282) and Haas avenues, and these appear to be some of 

the oldest in the neighborhood.  Smaller cottages, including 1332, 1336, and 1397 Glenwood Avenue, 

1340 and 1346 Metropolitan Avenue, as well as two-story Queen Anne houses including the two-story 

houses on the north side of Metropolitan Avenue (1286, 1310 Metropolitan Avenue), and 468 Haas 

Avenue, appear to be part of the initial extant residential development of the District, pre-1910.  These 

appear to be the only extant remnants of the two earliest documented plats of the district: the New Town 

of East Atlanta Plat, which featured 325 lots offered by what appear to be a team of real estate salesmen 

named Carter and Evans (Figure #24), includes illustrations that closely resemble some of the two-story 

examples along Metropolitan Avenue, and thereby appears to date to the 1880, and the McPherson Park 

Subdivision (1890), which platted 103 parcels developed by G.W. Adair (Figure #27). The New Town 

of East Atlanta Plat promotes the area of the district that it plats (roughly bounded by Eastside, May, 

McPherson, and Moreland avenues, as “…delightfully situated on an elevated plateau,” and promotes 

its location less than a mile from the city limits as a benefit of the new development. While this plat 

appears to indicate that there may at this time have been the intention of developing East Atlanta as a 

separate municipality, the plat also promotes the fact that purchasers will not have to pay city taxes as a 

reason to buy, and it is therefore unclear if incorporation as a separate municipality was in fact Carter 

and Evans’ goal. The plat does clearly indicate that East Atlanta was envisioned as a white residential 

area at this time, stating plainly that, “[Carter and Evans] sell only to the highest class of white people.”  

 

An April 20, 1890 Atlanta Constitution article advertising a sale of lots in McPherson Park touts the area 

as “a thing of beauty,” with wide streets that have just been opened, and 103 beautiful, elevated lots 

particularly attractive for their location on the new dummy line and surrounding the McPherson 

monument. 66 

 

Land sales were apparently successful this time, as Sanborn Fire Insurance maps demonstrate that by 

1911, residential development encompassed both sides of Flat Shoals Avenue north of Metropolitan 

Avenue, and the east side of Flat Shoals Avenue between Glenwood and Metropolitan avenues. The 

north side of Metropolitan Avenue west of Haas Avenue was also completely developed by this time. 

Houses also occupied most lots fronting both sides of Glenwood between Haas and Patterson avenues, 

and some of these, such as 1332, 1336, and 1343 Glenwood Avenue appear to survive today, although 

substantially altered. 1381, 1397, and 1427 Glenwood also appear to be some of the earliest surviving 

residential development in the district today.     

 

The most prominent private residence in the district is the Zuber-Jarrell House located at 810 Flat Shoals 

Avenue, SE. John William Zuber was born on May 10, 1867 in New York to German immigrant parents 

and his father, a Union veteran of the Battle of Atlanta, moved the family from New York to Atlanta in 
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1871.  John William Zuber owned the successful J. W. Zuber Wholesale Lumber Company67 and in 

1892 Zuber purchased 37 acres along Flat Shoals Road in the area that would become East Atlanta.  In 

1904, Zuber married Gertie Rogers and began building a large, Neoclassical house on the property he 

owned along Flat Shoals Road. Construction was complete by the end of 1906 and the couple reportedly 

moved in on January 5, 1907.  Their first child, William J. Zuber, was born approximately one year later. 

The Zuber’s had three more children: a daughter, Jane, in 1909, and twin daughters Elizabeth and 

Barbara in 1917. The house was sold for the first time at some point in the 1920s and changed hands at 

least once more before the end of the 1930s.  In the 1930s, John Jarrell, an engineer for the Southern 

Railroad, purchased the house and property.  Jarrell married Martha Mitchell in 1954 and moved his 

family to the house in East Atlanta shortly thereafter.68  This house is the only building in the East Atlanta 

neighborhood listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places (Photo #290).   

 

The extant platting patterns of East Atlanta still today convey an interesting history of the waves of 

annexation that vastly expanded the city of Atlanta during the first half of the 20th century, and ebbs and 

flows of residential development during that time. For example, the 1920s was a period of intense growth 

in Atlanta, and in the district, this is evidenced by the vast amounts of 1920s era housing in certain 

sections. North of and along Glenwood (formerly Welham) Avenue, residential development in the 

district expanded east by the 1920s along Haas, Patterson, and Monument avenues only as far as Eastside 

Avenue, with a few scattered examples further east fronting Blake, Pasley and McWilliams avenues, and 

Glenwood Avenue between these three streets. South of Glenwood Avenue, May, Newton, and Van 

Epps avenues were also all developed only as far east as Eastside Avenue before the 1930s. This is 

because until 1927, Eastside Avenue marked the city limits, and the perfectly straight, north-south 

orientation of the street and the street right-of-way that exists but was never paved between Glenwood 

and Van Epps avenues, along with the platting lines that line up perfectly with Eastside Avenue south of 

Flat Shoals Avenue, are all the remaining evidence of this former city boundary. In 1927, the area of the 

district between Eastside and Clifton avenues was annexed into the city, and there remain today limited 

examples of late 1920s and 1930s residential development in this area along Marbut and Mcpherson 

avenues. While there may have once been more development from this era that has since been lost, in 

all likelihood, the onset of the Great Depression halted development in this newly-annexed acreage until 

the 1940s, when this area, already serviced by city infrastructure, but not intensely previously developed, 

then became prime for tract residential development to meet the city’s unprecedented housing needs 

post-World War II. This likelihood is reinforced by the vast extant 1940s and 1950s housing stock that 

characterizes streets such as Maynard Terrace, and the easternmost portions of May and Newton 

avenues, today.   

 

In other areas of the district, residential development also largely follows annexation patterns through 

the 1920s.The Brownwood Park area was annexed into the city in 1918, and developed intensely through 

the 1920s. Development then largely halted, but picked up again in the 1940s, resulting in the area’s 

build-out largely by 1950.  Between 1940 and 1950, residential development continued to expand south 

and east along streets such as Maynard Terrace, Ormewood Avenue, Stoneybrook Drive, Milton Place, 

Braeburn Drive, Clifton Road, and Jobeth Avenue.   
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Later subdivisions built out the southern and easternmost portion of the district, including streets such 

as Cloverdale Drive, Oakfield Drive, Greenleaf Road, Hilburn Drive, and Montvallo Terrace largely 

according to massive plats of hundreds of houses, throughout the 1950s and very early 1960s.   

 

Residential Platting and Subdivision in East Atlanta 

The following documented subdivisions were created and lots within them were offered for sale between 

1890 and 1941, when World War II halted most residential construction.  Many area plats, if ever 

formally recorded, have not been found. 

 

• G.W. Marbut Subdivision (1911), developed by D.P. and G.W. Marbut with eight parcels 

(Figure #28). 

• Julia Van Epps Subdivision (1912), developed by the Julia Van Epps Estate with 46 parcels 

(Figure #29). 

• J.W. McWilliams Tract (1915), developed by the J.W. McWilliams family/estate with 14 

parcels (Figure #30).   

• Brownwood Park Subdivision (1922), developed by the Joseph E. Brown Company with 238 

parcels (Figure #31). 

• Newton St. John Subdivision (1920s), developed by J.B. Jackson with 38 parcels (Figure #32).  

• C.C. Murphy Subdivision (1928), developed by an unknown individual with 292 parcels 

(Figure #33). 

• The Cloverlands Subdivision (1939), developed by J.D. Corley with 11 parcels (Figure #34). 

• G.W. Marbut Subdivision (1941), developed by G.W. Marbut with 44 parcels (Figure #35).  

• Stonybrook Park Subdivision (1941), developed by W.A. Ozmer with 72 parcels (Figure #36). 

 

Many areas of the neighborhood, some for which plats have not been found, evidence purchase and 

development by a single building or development company in their concentration of similar houses, all 

dating to within a few years of one another. The north end of Cloverdale drive and the easternmost 

portion of Oakfield Drive is one example: the houses in this area are all brick veneer American Small 

Houses, with one or two front gables with round, half-round or square vents in the gables. All of these 

houses date to 1950 or 1951. Another example is the north side of Glenwood Avenue between Blake 

and McWilliams avenues- this historic development here consists of multiple small frame houses, all of 

three similar designs. All of these houses date to between 1924 and 1925, according to tax records.  

 

The Brownwood Park Subdivision is the largest and most cohesive subdivision in the development of 

the district that dates to before World War II. It is bounded by Moreland Avenue SE to the west, 

Gracewood Avenue SE to the south, Stokeswood Avenue SE to the east, and Glenwood Avenue to the 

north.  Pendleton Avenue (originally platted as Sally Street), bisects Brownwood Park east to west in the 

northern section, and Ormewood Avenue bisects the area east to west in the southern section.  

Brownwood Park was originally part of a plantation owned by James Calhoun, who served as Mayor of 

Atlanta from 1862 to 1865.  Calhoun sold the property to Joseph E. Brown.  Brown served as the 

Governor of Georgia from 1857-1865, Chief Justice of the Georgia Supreme Court from 1868-1870, and 

U.S. Senator from 1880-1890. 

 
After Brown’s death in 1894, his son Julius L. Brown began development of the land holdings associated 

with his father’s estate. In 1906, after internal arguments among Joseph Brown’s heirs and a threat of 

legal action by four of Brown’s six children, a new company was created in which all heirs would have 
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an equal say in its operation.69  The Brownwood Park Subdivision, containing 238 lots, was platted in 

1922 and developed by the Joseph E. Brown Company.70  A review of the tax records for properties 

located within Brownwood Park whose sale was listed in the newspaper in 192171 indicate that the initial 

cost of lots within the subdivision ranged generally between $500 and $750.  Brownwood Park was 

situated parallel to the Soldier’s Home streetcar line, which ran north to south along Moreland Avenue. 

Brownwood Park was designed with small residential lots that surrounded and provided ready access to 

a 12-acre green space located in the center of the subdivision.  The lots were approximately 1/8 of an 

acre in size with 55 and 64 feet of street frontage each (Attachment #4).72   

 

The subdivision was advertised as “being only 2 ½ miles from ‘Five Points’ and a fifteen minutes’ ride 

to the heart of the city”73 with easy access to the commercial area located along East Atlanta Avenue 

(formerly Leggetts, now Flat Shoals Avenue) and located on approximately “100 acres of beautiful 

virgin forest.”74 Specifications for the lot usage, setbacks from the street and between lots, as well as the 

minimum price of homes allowable were spelled out in the advertisement. The required set-back from 

the street was 25 feet and minimum set-backs from side lot lines were 5, 6, or 7 feet depending on the 

width of the lot. The advertised minimum cost of a house built in the Brownwood Park subdivision was 

$1,500. These restrictions ensured a uniform streetscape within the subdivision and minimum distances 

between houses. No commercial or institutional construction was allowed within Brownwood Park and 

the minimum building cost meant that only those with a certain level of wealth would be able to purchase 

lots within the subdivision. Public utilities, which had recently been installed in the area and included 

sewer and water lines, electrical wiring and gas lines, as well as concrete sidewalks, were extended 

through the subdivision as its development progressed.75   

 

While the Great Depression and World War II slowed or halted much residential development 

throughout the Atlanta area, as well as state- and nationwide, during the 1930s and 1940s, East Atlanta, 

along with much of the Atlanta metropolitan area, experienced unprecedented growth in the aftermath 

of World War II. In East Atlanta, as is particularly true of Dekalb County during this era, the majority 

of this growth appears in the form of residential development that infilled many lots in previous 

subdivisions that had not previously been developed, and converted miles of what was previously 

farmland into new streets and housing seemingly overnight.  

 

Immediately following the end of the war, housing for returning veterans and their families was of prime 

importance for federal officials in the United States.  The Serviceman’s Readjustment Act of 1944, 

commonly known as the G.I. Bill, was signed into law by President Franklin D. Roosevelt and allowed 

for low interest, zero down payment home loans for returning servicemen. The loans offered favorable 

terms for new construction and enabled veterans and their families to leave crowded urban apartments 
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and move to existing or newly constructed homes in the suburbs.76  Americans were eager to return to 

some semblance of normalcy after a time of crisis. Suburban environments allowed families to feel safe 

as the carefully crafted, uniform neighborhoods were built to offer comfort and security to a war-weary 

populace. 

 

East Atlanta followed national trends in residential development after World War II. In 1946, Unit 1 of 

the Flat Shoals Heights Subdivision offered 33 new parcels in the area, bounded by Rockland Drive SE 

to the north, Clifton Road SE to the west, Flat Shoals Road SE to the south, and Marshalls Lane SE to 

the east.  In 1947, 38 parcels were built by D.P. and G.W. Marbut, bounded by Maynard Terrace SE to 

the west, Van Vleck Avenue SE to the south, and Ora Avenue SE to the east. During this time, DeKalb 

County as a whole was rapidly transitioning from a rural, underdeveloped area to one that was largely 

suburbanized and included all of the conveniences found in downtown Atlanta.  

 

The following subdivisions were created and lots within them were offered for sale between 1945, when 

residential construction resumed following World War II, and 1961, when new residential development 

in East Atlanta slowed. 

 

• The Flat Shoals Heights Subdivision, Unit 1 (1946), developed by an unknown individual with 

33 parcels (Figure #37). 

• T.H. Crowe Subdivision (1946), developed by Thomas and Cornelia Crowe with 7 parcels 

(Figure #38). 

• Alexander & Tatum Subdivision (1946), developed by an unknown individual with 97 parcels 

(Figure #39). 

• D.P. & G.W. Marbut Subdivision (1947), developed by D.P. and G.W. Marbut with 38 parcels 

(Figure #40).   

• Bouldercrest Subdivision, Unit 1 (1947), developed by E.H. Sims with 37 parcels (Figure #41). 

• Eastwood Subdivision, Unit 1 (1949), developed by an unknown individual with 192 parcels 

(Figure #42). 

• The Lona Heights Subdivision (1949), developed in 1949 by owner Martin with 16 parcels 

(Figure #43). 

• Eastwood Subdivision, Unit 2 (1950), developed by an unknown individual with 4 parcels 

(figure #44). 

• Flat Shoals Heights Subdivision, Unit 2 (1951), developed by an unknown individual with 37 

parcels (Figure #45). 

• Moreland Estates Subdivision (1954), developed by an unknown individual and surveyed by 

Watts & Browning with 39 parcels (Figure #46). 

• Eastwood Manor Subdivision (1955-1956), developed by an unknown individual- no plat 

found, documented via advertisement in Atlanta Constitution.  

• Eastwood Forest Subdivision (1961), developed by G.W. Adair with 25 parcels (Figure #47). 

• East Village Flats Condominiums (1961), developed by an unknown individual with 12 parcels 

(Figure #48). 

 

Construction for Unit 1 of the Eastwood Subdivision began in 1949. Planned with more than 150 parcels, 

this subdivision is bounded by situated by Gresham Avenue SE to the west, Greenleaf Road SE to the 
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south, Cloverdale Drive SE to the east, and Oakfield Drive SE to the north, and is the largest documented 

single subdivision in the district. By the end of 1949, 500 new homes had been built in East Atlanta, all 

within a few blocks of the East Atlanta Bank.77  By this time property values in the district were 200 

percent higher than they were in 1927. These new houses were built as both infill and as whole streets 

of new development, and, like other post-World War II suburbs, they included many American Small 

Houses.   

 

By 1950, there were approximately 15,000 residents in East Atlanta.78  Growth of the neighborhood was 

reflected in the membership and expansion of Martha Brown United Methodist Church.  Between 1943 

and 1948, 702 members were added to the church roster (Attachment #12).79 To accommodate the 

growing congregation, in 1946 the church purchased four lots on the corner of Metropolitan and 

Moreland Avenues for a new parsonage; three years later, a vacant lot next to the Educational Annex 

was purchased,80 and in 1951, a new Educational Unit was built (Attachment #13).81 

 

Although white families were beginning to leave the district, builders continued to develop subdivisions 

in East Atlanta, and began offering more choices in house type.  Construction began on Unit 2 of 

Eastwood Subdivision in 1950, bounded by Gresham Avenue SE to the west, Oakfield Drive SE to the 

south, Stokeswood Ave SE to the east, and Gracewood Avenue SE to the north.  In 1951, construction 

began on Unit 2 of the Flat Shoals Heights Subdivision, bounded by Rockland Drive SE to the south, 

Hillburn Drive SE to the east, and Settle Circle SE to the west and north. Construction of Moreland 

Estates followed three years later, which is bordered by Brownwood Avenue SE to the west, Happy 

Valley Trail SE to the south, and Hillwood Court SE to the east. 

 

The Development of Schools, Churches, Institutional Organizations, and Community Resources in 

East Atlanta 

In 1894, the first school in the District, called the East Atlanta School, was established on a triangular 

parcel of land located at the intersection of Haas Avenue and Stephens Place (now Metropolitan Place).82   

The building, which is still extant at 465 Metropolitan Avenue, served as the neighborhood school until 

1905 when a new school building was constructed at the intersection of Metropolitan Avenue and 

Patterson Place. The building was converted to a residence by the 1930s.83 

 

There were several other schools serving the East Atlanta neighborhood by the end of the 1930s. While 

many of these buildings are located either outside the district or are no longer extant, all served students 

living within the East Atlanta neighborhood during the historic period. 

 

• John B. Gordon School (formerly East Atlanta Public School), opened at 1205 Metropolitan 

Avenue inside the District boundaries in 1915.84  This building was demolished in 2014 and 

replaced with condominiums.   
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• Peterson Elementary School (now the Adult Education Center), built in 1957, is extant and 

located at 1757 Mary Dell Road inside the district. The building was designed by George Blau 

and Morris Hall, architects. 

• Hugh O. Burgess Elementary School, built ca. 1952, was located at 480 Clifton Street; the 

school was designed by Barili & Humphreys, architects. The building was demolished in 2004 

and replaced with the Burgess-Peterson Academy.  

• East Atlanta High School (building now vacant, renamed Thurgood Marshall Middle 

School), built in 1958, is extant and located at 1920 Mary Dell Drive inside the district. The 

school was designed by Romulus H. Thompson of Thompson & Hancock architects. 

• J.C. Murphy Junior High School (later Murphy High School) opened at 256 Clifton Street 

SE outside the District boundaries in ca. 1940.  The school was designed by Barili & Humphreys, 

architects.  Murphy Junior High became Murphy High School in 1948 and in 1985 merged with 

Bass High School.  In 1988 the school was renamed Alonzo A. Crim High School, and in 2005 

it was renamed Alonzo A. Crim Open Campus High School.   

• Girls High School, opened at the Neal/Lyon House on the site of the present Atlanta City Hall 

Tower on Mitchell Street, outside of the district, in 1872. The school moved to a new building 

located at 745 Rosalia Street, also outside the district, in 1925.  The school became a co-

educational institution in 1947 and was renamed Roosevelt High School.85  The building is extant 

and currently in use as condominiums.   

• Whitefoord Avenue School (now Whitefoord Elementary) opened at 35 Whitefoord Avenue 

outside the district in 1923.86   The building is extant and in use today. 

• Booker T. Washington High School (45 Whitehouse Drive SW) and David T. Howard School 

(551 John Wesley Dobbs Avenue) prior to integration of Atlanta’s public schools, these two 

schools would have served the few African American students who lived in the East Atlanta area. 

Both of these schools were located outside the district boundaries. 

 

East Atlanta was growing in the first half of the twentieth century and some of that growth was illustrated 

in the establishment and construction of several churches in the neighborhood. The East Atlanta 

Methodist Church (renamed Martha Brown Memorial Methodist then Martha Brown United Methodist 

Church) was organized in 1892. The current building was constructed at 468 Moreland Avenue SE in 

1918 (Photo #22).  The lot was donated to the church in 1914 by J.F. Brown, a former member, and the 

congregation renamed the church in memory of Brown’s deceased wife, Martha.87 The building now 

houses Eastside Methodist Church. The East Atlanta Baptist Church (later the Moreland Avenue Baptist 

Church) was established in 1902 at 542 Moreland Avenue (Photo #44), on land deeded by the estate of 

Governor Joseph Brown at the corner of Glenwood and Brownwood Avenues. This building is now used 

by the congregation of the First Iconium Baptist Church.  

 

All-male social organizations such as the East Atlanta Exchange Club (EAEC) and the E.A. Minor Lodge 

No. 603, F&AM, along with their all-female ancillary organizations the East Atlanta Woman’s Club 

(EAWC—ancillary to the East Atlanta Exchange Club) and the Order of the Eastern Star (ancillary to 

the E.A. Minor Lodge) provided social opportunities, outside of school and church, for residents of East 
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Atlanta.  The EAEC was part of a national organization of exchange clubs that were chartered as a non-

profit group in 1917.  The first Exchange Club was founded in Detroit, Michigan in 1913, but the year 

the EAEC was established and the year it was dissolved is unknown.  Exchange Clubs, however, are 

currently active around the state of Georgia. The EAEC built a clubhouse building at 1280 Portland 

Avenue ca. 1950 at a cost of $16,000, which was used for both EAEC and EAWC activities.88  There is 

no information on how long the building was used by the EAEC and/or the EAWC, but it is extant and 

is currently occupied by Nabores Cleaners. Today Exchange Clubs sponsor activities under the 

categories of Americanism, youth programs, and community service.  The national Exchange Club 

indicates that it played a role in the adoption of the words “Under God” in the U.S. Pledge of Allegiance 

in 1954 and because the East Atlanta Exchange Club was in existence during the 1950s, it may have 

assisted in this effort.  Exchange Clubs opened their membership to women in 1985.   

 

The E.A. Minor Lodge No. 604, F&AM was chartered on November 2, 1911 and named in honor of 

East Atlanta businessman and Atlanta city alderman, E.A. Minor. At the time of the charter,  

Horace Grant was the Worshipful Master.89 The lodge met on the second floor of the Marbut & Minor 

building at 514 Flat Shoals Avenue.  In 1922, the lodge purchased property on Moreland Avenue at the 

intersection with Glenwood Avenue (outside the District boundaries) on which to build a new temple.90  

The building, located at 525 Moreland Avenue, was not constructed until 1947, according to Fulton 

County tax records.  The lodge moved from the Moreland Avenue location to Lithonia in the early 1970s 

and ceased operation on September 1, 2015.91  The lodge building at 525 Moreland is extant, but located 

outside the district boundaries.  

 

During the post-World War II “boom years,” new neighborhood services and community resources were 

also opening to accommodate the growing population. In 1948, the Atlanta Public School System (APS) 

opened Murphy High School, located at 256 Clifton Street SE, to address overcrowding at the Boys High 

School, Girls High School, and Tech High School. The three latter schools have always been located 

outside of the District, but Murphy High School was part of the District until it was separated from the 

rest of East Atlanta by the construction of I-20.  Boys High School and Tech High School merged in 

1947 to form Henry W. Grady High School. That same year, Girls High School was renamed Roosevelt 

High School and began accepting both male and female students.  In 1949, the 3,000-square foot East 

Atlanta Library branch opened at 457 Flat Shoals Avenue SE for circulation.  Clement J. Ford was the 

architect and Central Construction Company was the builder.92  Although the Director of Atlanta Public 

Library System, John Settlemeyer, called for “people from all walks of life to patronize it,”93 the Atlanta 

Public Library System was segregated and the East Atlanta Library branch only served the white 

residents of the community (Attachment #11).  The library’s dedication was held on December 5, 1949, 
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and it was formally accepted into the Atlanta Public Library System by the mayor of Atlanta, William 

B. Hartsfield.  This building is still extant in the district, and is currently used for office space. 

 

In 1959, East Atlanta High School opened at 1920 Mary Dell Drive inside the District to compensate 

for overcrowding at other area schools, most specifically, the former Murphy High School (now Crim 

High School, outside the district). It was built on a 22-acre parcel that had been owned by the Hightower family 

who ran a dairy cow brokerage farm there. The school was designed by Thompson & Hancock, with Romulus 
Thompson serving as the principle architect. Constructed at a cost of $778,830, the school originally had 17 

classrooms and included an art room, vocal music and band rooms, science labs, and a military rifle range. It also had 

physical education fields as well as an auditorium/gymnasium combination. The school was later renamed 

Thurgood Marshall Middle School, and is still extant but currently used as a storage facility for the 

Atlanta Public School System.  

 

Brownwood Park 

The land that would make up the 12-acre greenspace located in the interior of the Brownwood Park 

subdivision was donated by the Brown family when the area was subdivided in 1922. This greenspace, 

which is made up of gently rolling, wooded terrain situated around a section of Entrenchment Creek, 

remains intact today. As the only park in the district, it continues to be an integral part of the 

community.94 The original park deed specified that half of this greenspace would remain in its natural, 

undeveloped state.  

 

In 1937, city councilman E.A. Minor called for the city to make improvements to Brownwood Park 

including the erection of a pavilion “which was donated to East Atlanta a number of years ago.”  He also 

called for residents to “join in helping make a recreation center of the park.”95  It does not appear that 

the city made many improvements to Brownwood Park over the next ten years, however.  In a 1948 

letter to the editor of the Atlanta Constitution, East Atlanta resident Hobson Arnold called Brownwood 

Park “a disgraceful place, so run down and unkempt.”  Arnold called for people living close to the park 

to start a petition asking the city to make improvements to the park, including the addition of a swimming 

pool.96  Similar sentiments were echoed by Ormewood Park resident James W. Hamilton in a separate 

letter to the editor where he described Brownwood Park in 1948 as a, “far cry from a real park.”97   

 

By the early 1950s, with the population of the city growing due to many factors including an increased 

birth rate after World War II, the City of Atlanta began expanding park facilities across the city.  

Brownwood Park benefited from this expansion of park services.  On May 11, 1954 a $32,000 recreation 

center was dedicated in Brownwood Park and opened to the public.  The opening day celebration 

included bands from Murphy High School and Southeast Atlanta Elementary School and a parade by 
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students from John B. Gordon Elementary School.98  The building, which is extant today and used by 

the Kids Club organization, is described in an Atlanta Constitution article as being red brick with one 

large room with a cantilevered ceiling and offices and storerooms.  The first event at the center was 

scheduled to be a “teen night.”99  In addition to the recreation center building, by 1956 an Atlanta 

Constitution article indicated that “Brown” Park also had playground and picnic facilities.100  In the 

summer of 1957, free tennis lessons for white residents were advertised in the Atlanta Constitution at 

Brownwood Park, indicating that (1) tennis courts were in place by mid-1957, and (2) the park was a 

“whites only” park facility within the city. 

 

Today, the southern portion of the park, which is located between Pendleton Street SE and Ormewood 

Avenue SE, is devoted to nature and fitness trails and is densely wooded and undeveloped. The northern 

portion of the park, which is located between Pendleton Street SE and Ormewood Avenue SE, includes 

a recreation center, sporting venues, a playground, and a pavilion, all of which date to within the period 

of significance and are considered contributing to the district.   

 

Sylvester Cemetery 

Sylvester Cemetery, located at the intersection of Clifton Road and Braeburn Circle (Photos #289 and 

302), began as the Terry Family burial plot. The earliest burial in the cemetery was in 1838.101  Originally 

the cemetery was part of a 200-acre farm, gristmill, and sawmill owned by the Terry family.  The 

cemetery was purchased from Mary Jane Thurman Terry by the Methodist Episcopal Church-South 

congregation in 1873 and Mrs. Terry requested the church and cemetery be named in memory of her 15-

year-old son, Sylvester Terry, who died in 1872.  The church accepted the condition upon purchase of 

the property.102   Sylvester Cemetery is the final resting place for many of East Atlanta’s earliest settlers, 

including the Terry, Brown, and McWilliams families.103  There are approximately 1,400 people buried 

in Sylvester Cemetery, 250 of whom are buried in unmarked graves. Sixty-seven veterans are also 

interred in the cemetery,104 including fifteen Civil War veterans, two Spanish-American War veterans, 

and approximately fifty other veterans of World War I, World War II, and the Korean and Vietnam 

Wars.105 

 

Fiddlin’ John Carson, considered by many to be the “Father of Country and Western Music,” is the most 

famous resident of the cemetery.  Carson was buried in Sylvester Cemetery in 1949.  In 1922, Fiddlin’ 

John was the first country music performer to be broadcast over the radio on Atlanta’s brand-new WSB 
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radio station.106  In 1923 he was the first country performer recorded for phonograph, recording two 

tracks: “The Little Old Log Cabin in the Lane,” and “The Old Hen Cackled and the Rooster’s going to 

Crow.”107 He was a popular performer at campaign rallies for Georgia governors Eugene Talmadge and 

Herman Talmadge and was inducted into the Georgia Country-Western Hall of Fame in 1984.108  Also 

interred at Sylvester Cemetery are several doctors, ministers, and at least four law enforcement officers, 

including Jake Hall, a former Sheriff of DeKalb County, along with his wife Annie Hall, who was the 

county jailer.109  

 

In early 1883, the Methodist congregation disbanded and the Missionary Baptist Church congregation 

purchased the property.110 In 1887, the congregation built a new and much larger church across the street 

from the cemetery on Braeburn Circle SE. According to an article in the Atlanta Constitution dated July 

17, 1887 (Attachment #5), the church was “a wooden structure that cost $1,000, and will seat 

comfortably 300 persons.  It is a handsome and elegant building.”111  

 

The cemetery expanded its acreage after the church building was moved in 1887, and again in the 1930s 

and 1940s, mainly due to land sales between the Terry and McWilliams families and road survey work.  

Today, the total land area of the cemetery measures just over thirteen acres,112 and is maintained by the 

Historic Sylvester Cemetery Foundation.   

 

Annexation by the City of Atlanta 

The entire area that would become East Atlanta is located within the boundaries of DeKalb County, 

Georgia, but the portion of the District presently located south and west of modern day Interstate-20 (I-

20) and east of Moreland Avenue was annexed into the City of Atlanta in four phases, in 1909, 1918, 

1927, and 1945 (Figure #4).   

 

In 1909, the northernmost gridded area of the District was annexed into the City of Atlanta and the 

annexation became effective January 1, 1910. This annexation, within the District boundaries, was a 

reverse L-shaped area generally bounded by I-20, Moreland Avenue, Glenwood Avenue, Stokeswood 

Avenue, and Eastside Avenue.  The southern-most boundary of the 1909 annexation was located along 

the north (rear) lot line of parcels fronting Oakfield Drive. The annexation of a portion of DeKalb County 

into the City of Atlanta in 1909 was not without controversy or discussion.  Until this move to incorporate 

portions of northwestern DeKalb County, the city boundary was fully inside Fulton County.  This 

annexation marks the first extension of the city limits of Atlanta outside the boundaries of Fulton County.  

The possibility of consolidating Fulton and DeKalb County was under discussion during this period, but 

that consolidation never occurred.113 
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The 1918 annexation encompasses much of the land subdivided to create Brownwood Park in 1922.  The 

1918 annexation is bounded to the north by Glenwood Avenue, to the east by Stokeswood Avenue, to 

the west by Moreland Avenue, and to the south by lots on Gracewood Avenue. While this annexed parcel 

was also inside DeKalb County, the lack of newspaper coverage of the event likely indicates that this 

annexation was less controversial than the 1909 annexation.   

 

The 1927 annexation was much larger than the previous two, and included an amorphous section of land 

inside DeKalb County that roughly follows lots on Flat Shoals Avenue to the west and east, Bouldercrest 

Drive SE to the west, and Fayetteville Road SE to the south. This annexation’s original northern 

boundary has been bisected by I-20.  Because of the size of this annexation overall, newspaper articles 

indicate that there was some political wrangling that occurred when the annexation proposal was put 

forth.  The proposal, however, was adopted.   

 

In 1945, the northeast corner of the District, bounded by I-20 on the north and east, Clifton Street on the 

west, and Braeburn Circle on the south, as annexed into the City of Atlanta.  This is the last annexation 

into the city of any portion of the District.  The issue of overlapping functions and services between 

Fulton and DeKalb Counties and the City of Atlanta was an issue during the debate over this 

annexation.114 

 

The remaining area of the District, which is located to the south, east, and west of the current limits of 

the City of Atlanta, is located in unincorporated DeKalb County.115   

 

City Services 

In 1910, city water lines were laid to residences and businesses located on Moreland, McPherson and 

Metropolitan Avenues (Attachment #6).116  By 1911, East Atlanta also had Bell telephone service lines.  

This infrastructure set the stage for continued economic development and residential expansion in the 

neighborhood.  In October, 1928, East Atlanta residents celebrated the installation of streetlights in the 

neighborhood with a ceremony that also included dancing on the district’s newly paved streets 

(Attachment #7). 117 An auction sale ad including for area residential development between Newton 

Street and May Avenue at the time advertises East Atlanta as having paved streets with electric lights, 

city water, gas, sidewalks, telephones, good car service, several churches and a good public school 

(Figure #32). 

 

Ethnic and Religious Affiliations 

By the 1930s and 1940s, East Atlanta was a neighborhood of mixed incomes, including working, middle, 

and upper-middle families, though almost all were white. The East Atlanta News, the local newspaper, 

was an important outlet for community expression. A quote in an October, 1936 edition demonstrates 

that the East Atlanta community was invested in maintaining the white majority in the neighborhood 
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(Attachment #8), and discouraged African Americans and non-native born immigrants from purchasing 

property or living there. 

 

“In 1935 Atlanta had a total population of 284,000; 133,000 males and 150,000 

females.  Of this number 94,000 are Negroes and 4,970 foreign-born.  Out here in 

our community, we have nothing but plain old Georgia stock, practically none of 

the 94,000 Negroes and few if any foreign born—just good, plain middle-class 

people, the salt of the earth, living in peace and happiness in Atlanta’s best 

community.  More and more people are finding this out all the time and we 

welcome the newcomers in our midst and invite them to join our churches, 

schools, and social activities.”118 

 

The East Atlanta community was relatively tight-knit and bound particularly through links to schools, 

civic organizations, and churches.  Most residents chose to shop for groceries, clothing, shoes, and other 

goods and services in the small commercial area located at the intersection of Flat Shoals and Glenwood 

Avenues. As these articles demonstrate, it appears that many felt apprehension about racially or 

religiously dissimilar newcomers, and many white residents of East Atlanta would react strongly to 

political and demographic changes after World War II. 

 

Mid-20th Century Transition in East Atlanta  

 

A number of significant events occurred in the latter half of the twentieth century that dramatically 

altered the demographics and landscape of East Atlanta. These include the fight for Civil Rights and 

desegregation, the construction of I-20 through and around the neighborhood, white flight to the suburbs, 

and finally, gentrification.  

 

As in the past, growth and changes in East Atlanta were reflected in area churches. Between 1949 and 

1965, three Baptist churches opened within the district, two of which serve primarily black congregations 

and one of which is primarily white. Powell Baptist Church was constructed in 1949 and is located at 

530 Clifton Street, First Mount Pleasant Baptist Church was constructed in 1958 and is located at 816 

Maynard Terrace SE, and Calvary Baptist Church was constructed in 1965 and is located at 1626 Flat 

Shoals Road SE. The expansion of black congregations in the district was just one reflection of the 

radical demographic transition that occurred in so many Atlanta neighborhoods during the mid-20th 

century.  

 

During the mid-20th century, creative and exploitative real estate and lending strategies were widely 

utilized by the private sector in Atlanta to control and manipulate integration. “Blockbusting” (the 

exacerbation of neighborhood transition by real estate agents who used scare tactics regarding integration 

to encourage house sales) and redlining (the process whereby banks would refuse to offer loans for house 

purchases in certain neighborhoods because they were deemed undesirable) activities were widespread 

and used by real estate and banking professionals in a number of areas in Atlanta to take advantage of 

both white and black families.  
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Limited documentation of formal blockbusting or redlining practices has been found specifically 

relative to the district. This limited documentation pinpoints 1960 as a time of significant, and 

sometimes hostile, transition in the surrounding residential areas, and indicates that hostility toward 

African-American movement into the area was at least making itself known to East Atlantans. A June 

2, 1960 newspaper ad for Pair and Maico, a local real estate team, that states, “Do you want to sell? 

Have cash money for your home or will buy your equity. Move tomorrow. We can trade houses with 

you! Candler Glenwood area- Decatur or East Atlanta.”119 One of the owners of this company, Harry 

Maico, was eventually targeted for blockbusting practices in the Kirkwood area, allegedly having told both 

black and white residents that the Kirkwood area had been "zoned for colored."120 A July 13, 1960 Atlanta 

Constitution article indicates that blockbusting was a widespread problem in Dekalb County by that 

time. The issue had generated enough complaints that a Dekalb County Grand Jury had taken note, and 

that the Dekalb County Real Estate Board had issued a resolution condemning the practices. The 

article confirms the overall demographic transitions occurring in the area of the district at the time, and 

the general feelings surrounding this demographic shift: “This practice has caused ill will, suspicion, 

and tension between neighbors and between the white and colored races in this area.”121  

 
Eastern Atlanta, Inc. was a nonprofit formed in 1960 by residents of the nearby neighborhoods of Edgewood 

and Kirkwood, in response to the rapid transition of those areas. The corporation planned to use the 

"proceeds from the sale of shares...for the purchase of residential real estate in areas where the 

character and property value are threatened by distress sales of property in the area."122 This group was 

the central focus of an August 11, 1960 meeting at John B. Gordon School (one of the neighborhood’s 

elementary schools, formerly located on Metropolitan Avenue in the district), at which area property 

owners (reportedly Kirkwood residents, in particular) appealed to the residents of East Atlanta and 

“…solicited investment in Eastern Atlanta Inc. in the hopes of buying back homes already sold to 

blacks and preventing any further sales.”123 An August 13 article of that same year reports that the 

group had purchased six houses as a “race buffer,” between “…‘old, established white communities’ 

and Negro communities, which in recent years have been ‘spreading very rapidly toward these 

communities.’”124 The houses purchased were in Kirkwood, and immediately north of the district on 

Whitfoord Avenue. “The corporation’s sole purpose, [President C.D. Henderson] stated, is the 

maintain the residential ‘status quo’ by purchasing property ‘where necessary to prevent the colored 

people from coming in.’”125 

 

A September 1960 Atlanta Constitution article announces a meeting of a group of East Atlanta civic 

clubs to discuss Eastern Atlanta, Inc. and ways to oppose blockbusting.126 The meeting included the 

East Atlanta Exchange Club, the East Atlanta Women’s Club, the East Atlanta Businessmen’s 

Association, and the Eastwood Civic Club, all of which were located in and/or would have represented 

residents of the district. The timing of this meeting indicates that this group may have been the 

                                                 
119 Advertisement. Atlanta Journal. June 2, 1960.  
120 Hoge, Chad. White Flight in the Kirkwood Neighborhood of Atlanta, Georgia. Accessed May 6, 2018, 
http://archive.is/uKJcW. pg. 5 
121 “DeKalb Jury Blasts at Blockbusting.” The Atlanta Constitution. July 13, 1960. 
122 Hoge, Chad. White Flight in the Kirkwood Neighborhood of Atlanta, Georgia. Accessed May 6, 2018, 
http://archive.is/uKJcW. pg. 6 
123 Ibid. 
124“6 Houses Bought as Race Buffer.” The Atlanta Constitution. August 13, 1960. Pg. 3 
125 Ibid. 
126 “Clubs to Discuss Ways to Oppose Blockbusting.” The Atlanta Constitution. September 1, 1960. Pg. 18. 

http://archive.is/uKJcW
http://archive.is/uKJcW


 

63 

precursor to the Eastern Atlanta Civic Association, which by February 1961, was also encouraging 

residents of Kirkwood, East Atlanta, and East Lake to buy stock in Eastern Atlanta Inc., claiming that 

by doing so, “…they could remove "undesirable neighbors" from the area.”127 C.D. Henderson, an East 

Atlanta resident, was president of Eastern Atlanta, Inc., and city alderman and former Ward 2 

Councilman Robert E. Lee Field was a director (according to census records, Ward 2 included much of 

the district). By this time, Eastern Atlanta, Inc. is described as urging residents to buy stock, “…in an 

effort to forestall “undesirable neighbors” in the East Atlanta-Kirkwood-East Lake area.”128 Asking the 

residents to join stockholders in the organization buying property that “other people” are trying to get, 

Alderman Field said, “If you feel you want to live in this community and work for it, we will have to 

have your help. We’re not anything but your neighbors.” There were indications, however, that their 

efforts were already challenged. The group relayed difficulties in renting properties that had already 

been purchased with very interesting language: “…when the tenants see the ‘other people’ milling 

around in the neighborhood, they want to move again.”  

 

 

Integration of Murphy High School  

The U.S. Supreme Court handed down its decision in Brown v. Board of Education in 1954 and reaction 

in DeKalb County was swift. The white flight that occurred in the county as a whole and also in East 

Atlanta closely mirrored spatial and demographic transformations that reshaped metropolitan 

populations across the United States during this era.  Apprehensive of social change and the forced 

integration of public schools, more white families began moving out of urban areas to the suburbs. By 

doing so, they could enroll their children in public schools that served all white neighborhoods, or into 

private schools, which were not impacted by the new desegregation law.   

 

In the spring of 1961, the Atlanta Board of Education turned its attention to the question of school 

desegregation.  Between May 1 and May 15, 1961, in compliance with a court order and after careful 

planning and the creation of a detailed and complex set of regulations, the Board opened the door for 

black students to apply to transfer to majority white schools within the district.  There were 268 

applications distributed to black students throughout the system during the two week period, but of those 

only nineteen were completed and filed with the principals per the Board regulations.  Of the nineteen 

transfer applications submitted, only ten were approved for the 1961-62 school year.  This system of 

applying for transfers was called the “freedom of choice” program.  This program technically 

desegregated Atlanta’s public school system, but did little to foster real integration within the system.129 

 

Four high schools, one in each quadrant of the city, were designated as the high schools that would 

accept black student transfers in each geographic area. Murphy High School, which is outside the district 

but was one of the primary area schools serving the district’s residents, was one of the four designated 

schools, chosen in part because it was in a “transitional neighborhood.”130 Two of the ten applicants, 

Martha Ann Holmes and Rosalyn Walton, were assigned to Murphy High School.  Detailed “security 

and precautionary measure” guidelines were issued to each of the four schools in advance of the first 
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day of school.  These guidelines arranged in advance transportation to and from school and the use of 

eating and toilet facilities during school hours. The assignment of homerooms, teachers, and class seating 

was also determined in advance of the beginning of the school year.   

 

On August 30, 1961, the first day of school for the 1961-1962 school year, Murphy High School in East 

Atlanta became one of the first four schools in the APS to integrate (Figure 18).  No cameras or radios 

were permitted inside any of the four schools on the first day and plain-clothes police officers were 

assigned to each building to enforce the Board’s regulations.131  Although the APS did not complete 

integration until a full seven years after the Brown v. Board ruling, the first day of the 1961-62 school 

year at these four school was noted in the national press as concluding without incident.  In the months 

leading up to this event, planning by the Organizations Assisting Schools (OASIS), a coalition made up 

of four dozen community groups that organized and facilitated workshops and meetings to help anxious 

white parents and residents with the transition, eased the outward appearance of tensions. No violent 

incidents of racial hostility were reported by the press on the first day of school at Murphy High 

School.132 In a press conference on the day that the schools integrated, President John F. Kennedy 

congratulated city officials, parents, students, and citizens for their “responsible, law-abiding manner” 

at handling school desegregation, and urged other communities to “look closely at what Atlanta has 

done” with “courage, tolerance, and, above all, respect for the law.”133  However, students Martha Ann 

Holmes and Rosalyn Walton, later reported that over the course of the school year they were ostracized, 

discouraged by school officials from participating in extra-curricular activities or attending school 

events, and subjected to both verbal and physical attacks by their white classmates.134   

 

School integration would force many to confront the reality of transition in their neighborhoods. School 

integration formally did away with the “status quo” of neighborhood segregation that groups such as the 

Eastern Atlanta Inc. were trying to retain. In reaction, during the 1960s, many white families sold their 

homes- many at record losses- in order to relocate to suburban white neighborhoods that were unaffected 

by the practices and policies that were impacting property values and demographics in neighborhoods 

such as East Atlanta at that time. Between 1960 and 1970, the nonwhite population of DeKalb County 

increased by 157 percent.135 And although it would seem that demographic shifts did not occur as rapidly 

in East Atlanta as they did in some areas of the city, that may not have been the case by the late 1960s. 

A stunning illustration of this is found in the shift of racial make-up of East Atlanta High School between 

1969 and 1971.  When the 1969-70 school year began, East Atlanta High School was 70% white and 

30% black.  By the beginning of the 1970-71 school year, that racial mix had shifted to 70% black and 

30% white.136  
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The history of school desegregation in 1960s Atlanta was less violent than many other southern cities, 

such as Memphis, Little Rock, and Birmingham.137 This was likely the result of Atlanta’s central role in 

the Civil Rights Movement.  As Atlanta was home to many civil rights leaders, civil rights organizations 

maintained high visibility and the large membership rosters needed to mobilize around issues like 

housing, education, employment, and voting rights.   Organizations such as the National Association for 

the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Atlanta Urban League, Atlanta Negro Voters League 

and the Citizens Committee for Better City Planning were able to successfully rally black voting power 

to build schools and defeat legislation that would have further disenfranchised the black community.138  

Due to the voting power of black Atlantans, and the pressure of civil rights organizations, white moderate 

politicians sought ways to reconcile the desire of black citizens to improve their living conditions while 

calming the fears of the white populace. Prior to the mid-twentieth century, black residents used their 

voting power to influence white candidates rather than challenge the existing political system. However, 

as a result of strong organizing and state district reapportionment in the 1960s, black voters were able to 

gradually change the status quo through voting.139 

 

Interstate Construction  

The construction of I-20, then commonly known as the East Expressway, began in earnest in 1960, four 

years after the passage of the 1956 Federal Aid Highway Act.  Atlanta had begun planning for highways 

by the late 1940s, however, and the route of the East Expressway through East Atlanta  appears to have 

been settled upon between 1952 and 1953. The route bisected the area where much of the Battle of 

Atlanta was fought, including Leggett’s Hill located at the present-day intersection of Moreland Avenue 

and I-20. Leggett’s Hill was the highest ground between Atlanta and Decatur.140 The construction of I-

20 altered parts of East Atlanta and forever severed the northern portion of the neighborhood from the 

rest of the district.   

 

As I-20 crosses Moreland Avenue, it closely follows the natural pattern of Sugar Creek but cuts through 

both Flat Shoals Road and Fayetteville Road before continuing east. After the construction of I-20, East 

Atlanta was bounded to the north and the east by the interstate, and was physically separated from areas 

that had formerly been considered part of the neighborhood, such as the intersection of Memorial Drive 

and Moreland Avenue.  

 

Although it assuredly impacted life in much of the district, surprisingly, no documentation has been 

found that indicates that expressway construction was a significant concern of the district’s residents or 

business owners. It is possible that this may have been in part because decentralization was already 

beginning to impact the East Atlanta Village, which would be the area most impacted by the interstate. 

Further afield in Dekalb County, new shopping plazas such as Belvedere Plaza, which opened in 1955, 

were siphoning potential customers from the district’s commercial core. Moreland Shopping Center, 

which is just over one mile south of the district’s commercial core, opened in 1959, with such diverse 

offerings as a Winn-Dixie supermarket, Wallgreen Drug Store, and Penney’s. And in 1961, Sunshine 

Plaza, another shopping center, opened at 1257 Moreland Avenue, just a mile south of the district. It’s 
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anchor tenant was the Sunshine Department Store- the same Sunshine that had, just ten years earlier, 

opened their first ever suburban location at 461 Flat Shoals Avenue within the neighborhood’s 

commercial core. Retail preferences were changing, the automobile was becoming increasingly 

dominant, and the pre-automobile commercial areas of the district were caught in the middle.  

 

Unsurprisingly, the construction of I-20, completed through East Atlanta in 1962, exacerbated the 

general outward migration of residents (which was also a demographic shift), in the neighborhood. With 

the northern portion of the neighborhood severed, and the remaining area disjointed, and the expressway 

offering even greater suburban accessibility, white flight out of East Atlanta increased.  

 

Many local businesses closed as retail sales declined through the 1960s.  Some businesses made attempts 

to adapt. The Madison Theatre, located at 496 Flat Shoals Avenue SE, was a jewel to the residents of 

East Atlanta when it opened in 1927, but by the 1970s the theatre was a mattress factory and 

warehouse.141   

 

However, African-American entrepreneurs found opportunities in the business district as white-owned 

businesses closed.  Reverend Willis Mitchell was a baker for several years at 490 Flat Shoals Avenue 

SE, originally home to Olson’s Bakery.  When Olson’s white owners put the property up for sale in 

1969, Reverend Mitchell purchased the business and renamed it Willis’ Bakery, becoming the first 

African-American owned business in the District.142 

 

 

Early Gentrification  

By 1980, East Atlanta’s population had dropped 15 percent from 1970.143 The decline in population and 

businesses left some buildings in the commercial section in disrepair (Figures #19 and 20). Many 

storefronts once occupied by pharmacies, dime stores, and other thriving businesses were converted into 

storefront churches. So many of these churches appeared, in fact, that a new resident inquired if East 

Atlanta was being planned as a religious district. 144  According to a 1983 planning study, 60 percent of 

the commercial space in the district was by that time vacant, being used for tire storage, or occupied by 

a storefront church.145 However, East Atlanta’s deterioration was not as severe as other in-town 

neighborhoods.  The district maintained a higher median household income, and the housing stock 

remained mainly owner occupied and in good condition.146 

 

In the early 1980s, residents started organizing to improve the neighborhood and investors began to see 

the potential of East Atlanta, which boasts a rich history and close proximity to downtown Atlanta.  In 

1985, Mayor Andrew Young held a press conference at the DeKalb Federal Savings & Loan Association 

                                                 
141 Bryant, Henry and Katrina VanCronkhite. Images of America: East Atlanta. (Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia 

Publishing, 2014), 101. 
142 Bryant, Henry and Katrina VanCronkhite. Images of America: East Atlanta. (Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia 

Publishing, 2014), 101. 
143 City of Atlanta, Department of Community Development, Bureau of Planning, “East Atlanta: Commercial Revitalization 

Project,” Atlanta, 1985, 13. 
144 Auchmutey, Jim. “Sound of sawing, smell of spackling in the air.” Atlanta Journal-Constitution, September 22, 1985, 7. 
145 Bryant, Henry and Katrina VanCronkhite. Images of America: East Atlanta. (Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia  

Publishing, 2014), 115. 
146 City of Atlanta. East Atlanta Village Study. Department of Planning, Development and Neighborhood Conservation, 

Bureau of Planning, East Atlanta Village Task Force.  July, 2000.  Accessed February, 2017, 

http://www.atlantaga.gov/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=3066, Appendix: 11. 

http://www.atlantaga.gov/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=3066
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to celebrate revitalization efforts, in conjunction with the East Atlanta Merchant Association and the 

East Atlanta Neighborhood Association.  In that same year, the city was awarded a Community 

Development Block Grant for improvements in the business sector.147  According to long-time resident 

Charles Turner, gentrification in the district began in this period, and as he recalled, many of the new 

store owners in East Atlanta Village in the 1980s were young, white, and new to the area.  

 

Today, East Atlanta continues to experience a dramatic shift in its economic and racial makeup. A 

revitalizing commercial area (today home primarily to a vast array of restaurants and nightlife), 

accessibility, and diverse residential stock have drawn middle- and upper-income residents to the district 

seeking trendy, up-and-coming urban addresses. In 2007 and 2008, East Atlanta was voted "Best 

Neighborhood" by readers of the Atlanta weekly newspaper Creative Loafing, highlighting the East 

Atlanta Beer Festival, the East Atlanta Village Strut, and the East Atlanta Farmers Market.  All are 

annual neighborhood events that support local foundations and businesses.  

 

Although positive press and new residents are beneficial to the neighborhood, this change has not come 

without problems. Increasing gentrification often prices lower income residents and fixed-income senior 

citizens out of the neighborhood, which threatens the diversity of the area.   

 

Between 1990 and 2000, the black population of East Atlanta decreased by 20 percent and the white 

population increased by 31 percent. In that same time frame, the median family income increased 68 

percent to $34,630.  In 2015, the median household income was $50,596, and the average price for a 

house in East Atlanta has risen steadily since the late 1990s.148    The City of Atlanta’s neighborhood 

profile describes East Atlanta as stable, with 85 percent of family and commercial parcels evaluated as 

in good condition.  Proof of more dramatic shifts in the economic and racial makeup of East Atlanta is 

anticipated from the 2020 Census.149 

  

                                                 
147  Ibid, Appendix: 12. 
148 “East Atlanta:  Atlanta’s Funkiest Neighborhood,” City-Data.com, accessed February 15, 2017, http://www.city-

data.com/articles/East-Atlanta-Atlantas-Funkiest.html#ixzz4Z9z0dvh0  
149 City of Atlanta, “Neighborhood Profile:  East Atlanta.” Accessed February 16, 2017, 

http://www.atlantaga.gov/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=7900   

http://www.city-data.com/articles/East-Atlanta-Atlantas-Funkiest.html#ixzz4Z9z0dvh0
http://www.city-data.com/articles/East-Atlanta-Atlantas-Funkiest.html#ixzz4Z9z0dvh0
http://www.atlantaga.gov/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=7900
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SECTION 4 
 

SIGNIFICANCE 
 

To be eligible for the National Register, a historic district must be more than just documented—it must 

be shown to have been significant in the past.   

 

Significance for National Register eligibility is determined in four ways:   

▪ association with events, activities, and/or developments in the past;  

▪ association with people who were significant in the past;  

▪ significance in architecture, engineering, planning, construction, and/or landscape 

architecture; or  

▪ the potential to yield important information through archaeological investigation. 

 

See the enclosed “National Register Criteria” for more information about the four criteria. 

 

Using the “areas of significance” below, explain why you think the district is significant. 

 

To be significant in a particular area, a district must have extant historic resources associated with that 

area.  For example, most residential neighborhoods are significant in the area of architecture for the style 

or building type of the houses; commercial districts in the areas of architecture and commerce; entire 

cities may be significant in a number of areas.  A district need only be significant in one area, although 

it may be significant in many areas.  REMEMBER:  You must be able to directly associate extant 

buildings, structures, sites, or objects to an area of significance. 

 

A.  Areas of Significance 

 

From the list below, check the "areas of historical significance" that you believe may apply to the district.  

If you check "other" be sure to explain.   

 

agriculture  

archaeology-historic 

archaeology-prehistoric 

architecture 

art 

commerce 

communications 

community planning 

conservation 

economics 

education 

engineering 

entertainment/recreation 

ethnic heritage (e.g. African-American) 

exploration/settlement 

health/medicine 

industry 
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invention 

landscape architecture 

law 

literature 

maritime history 

military 

performing arts 

philosophy 

politics/government 

religion 

science 

social history 

transportation 

women’s history 

other (specify) 
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B.  Statements of Significance 

 

For each "area of significance" checked above, provide a written explanation of why you believe the 

district is historically significant in this respect.  This statement should stress the historical importance 

─ not the history — of the district and the association of the extant historic resources to the area of 

significance.  Indicate why you believe the district deserves to be included in the National Register of 

Historic Places.  

 

Be sure to place the district in its local and regional historical context; if possible, put the district in a 

state or national context as well.   

 

Be sure to “make your case” as to why you think the district is significant. 

 

NOTE:  Do not confuse area of significance with historic function.  Historic function relates to the use 

of a resource while area of significance relates to contributions to the broader patterns of history.  For 

example, just because a church is located within a district, the district is not necessarily significant in the 

area of religion unless the church congregation made a significant impact or change regionally, 

statewide, or nationally to the larger religious organization or religious history. 

 

The following questions should be answered for each area of significance: 

▪ Why do you think this district is important or significant in this area? 

▪ What event, person, or feature is most important in relation to the district? 

▪ What physical features of the district (buildings, structures, sites, objects, landscaping, plan, etc.) 

are directly associated with the historic significance of the district and best illustrate or represent 

its significance today? 

 

The following questions should be answered for architecture, engineering, or landscape 

architecture: 

▪ Describe properties that are good examples of their style or type or represent types and styles 

found in the district. 

 

The following questions should be answered for archaeology: 

▪ What information has been or could be yielded from the site?  Why do you believe this? 
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Statements of Significance 
 

The East Atlanta Historic District is significant in the area of community planning and development as 

a microcosm of the overarching trends and influences that shaped, transformed, and defined Atlanta and 

Dekalb County’s development during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The district’s various 

development patterns are in part evidenced by its extant street layout and platting patterns, with differing 

street widths, designs, and grids, and varying lot sizes, setbacks, and arrangements, in various parts of 

the district, based on development era. Although intense development of the district began in the 1880s, 

it boomed as a pedestrian- and streetcar-oriented neighborhood from the 1890s through the early 

twentieth century, and then expanded and evolved to also embody the automobile-centric post-World 

War II urban neighborhood during the mid-20th century.  

 

East Atlanta began as a sparsely populated area of farms. Flat Shoals Avenue was one of Dekalb 

County’s earliest thoroughfares. In 1883, the creation of the “Soldier’s Home” streetcar line that traveled 

along present-day Moreland Avenue spurred the initial subdivision and sale of formerly rural properties. 

East Atlanta was conceived and marketed as a “white only” commuter neighborhood for 

Atlanta’s growing middle class. Atlanta’s rapid growth and explosive housing needs, coupled with 

multiple phases of annexations, led to development booms in the district during the 1920s, and again 

after World War II through the 1950s. National trends that significantly impacted Atlanta had a marked 

impact on the district during the mid-20th century: post-World War II population decentralization 

expanded East Atlanta greatly and infilled many gaps in dense development throughout the district 

during the late 1940s and 1950s, while interstate development obliterated elements of the neighborhood 

and proximity to the interstate and important interstate feeder roads resulted in exclusively automobile-

oriented development patterns in the district during the 1950s and early 1960s. 

 

During the late 19th century, commercial and residential development grew outward from downtown 

Atlanta, following the Metropolitan Street Railroad Company as it extended its lines down Moreland 

Avenue. The proximity and affordability of this transportation option provided an opportunity for those 

who worked in downtown Atlanta to commute from the District to their place of employment.  As more 

and more businessmen, merchants, and their families left downtown, the attraction of developing 

commuter neighborhoods grew, sparking more land purchases and development in East Atlanta.  

The first general mercantile store in East Atlanta was opened in 1889. Commercial development would 

expand outward from the intersection of Flat Shoals Avenue and what is today Glenwood Avenue.  

 

Initial residential development in the district began around the same time. After the first annexation of a 

section of East Atlanta by the City of Atlanta in 1909, commercial development increased in the district. 

The northwest section of the district, which includes the earliest subdivisions and the earliest commercial 

buildings, reflects the district’s earliest developmental patterns. From the 1890s to the 1930s, this pattern 

included gridded streets and rectangular lots, with uniform setbacks averaging 20-25 feet, sidewalks, and 

relatively narrow streets. While the street grid is regular, not all the corners are at right angles, reflecting 

the piecemeal evolution of the neighborhood as separate developers bought rural properties and 

connected them to the extant development. This pattern continued until the development boom of the 

late 1940s and early 1950s.  

 

Per the context Single Family Residential Development in Dekalb County, 1945-1970: 
“By 1939, DeKalb County was home to four of the twelve Certified Grade-A dairies (the highest 

quality established by the Federal standards) in the southeast and two hundred dairies operated in the 

county by that time. Dairy farming was by far the largest farming-based industry in the county in the 

early part of the twentieth century. At one point, all undeveloped land in the county was zoned for 



 

72 

dairy farming. However, as the population of the county grew, the open farmland provided the space 

for the large post-World War II housing boom that engulfed the county.” 
 

Immediately following the end of World War II, housing for returning veterans and their families was 

of prime importance for federal officials, and East Atlanta followed the national trends in residential 

development during this time period, aided by an abundance of open former agricultural land in the 

vicinity of extant subdivisions. The neighborhood expanded eastward and south from the central 

commercial node, with new development filling in the majority of the district and expanding the 

neighborhood greatly. Curvilinear streets lacking sidewalks, cul-de-sacs, larger lots with driveways, and 

uniform setback averaging 45-50 feet characterized these newly-developed residential areas. New 

neighborhood services, community resources, and businesses opened to accommodate the growing 

population, as did new automobile-centric commercial nodes.   

 

The East Atlanta Historic District is also significant in the area of commerce as one of Dekalb County 

and Atlanta’s primary commercial nodes during the early 20th century. Throughout the history of this 

Atlanta suburb, Flat Shoals Avenue was the center of commerce for the surrounding residential area. 

The East Atlanta Village served not only the residents of the district, but those of surrounding 

neighborhoods including Kirkwood, Reynoldstown, and Grant Park.150 Community activity centered 

around businesses in the commercial nodes, where neighbors bought general merchandise, groceries, 

clothing, gasoline, and other commodities, and were able to interact with each other.  

 

The primary commercial node in the district, especially before the construction of I-20, was the East 

Atlanta Village, which developed at the intersection of Glenwood and Flat Shoals Avenues. The two 

buildings that established this node in the late nineteenth century were the McWilliams Dry Good Store 

(1889) and the Marbut & Minor General Mercantile Store (1896).   By the 1920s, the Village had a 

substantial diversity of important area businesses and community landmarks, and was one of the larger 

commercial nodes in Atlanta within a five mile radius of downtown.  

 

The East Atlanta Historic District is also significant in the area of architecture because of its contiguous 

intact collection of a variety of residential, commercial and community landmark buildings that are 

representative of building types and architectural styles that defined Georgia’s built environment during 

the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Houses range in size from modest to large. One-story construction 

is typical of East Atlanta, but there are also two-story examples. House types in the district, as defined 

in the statewide context Georgia’s Living Places: Historic Houses in their Landscaped Settings, include 

the Queen Anne Cottage, pyramid cottage, side-gabled cottage, gabled wing cottage, and English 

Cottage, bungalow, American Small House, and ranch house, including the compact and linear ranch 

sub-types. Two-story types in the district include the Queen Anne House, Georgian House, split-level, 

split-foyer and the two-story mid-20th century traditional.  

 

Residential stylistic influences in the district include Queen Anne, Craftsman, English Vernacular 

Revival, and Colonial Revival styles. There are additional limited examples of additional styles, 

including the Neoclassical Revival and the Mediterranean Revival. Among ranch houses, the plain style 

ranch is overwhelming common. Many houses in East Atlanta have no academic style. None of the 

houses in the district are known to be architect designed.  

 

The varied houses in the district exemplify how popular styles and types were used for a variety of 

houses over time, and illustrate the vast assortment of tastes, incomes levels, and construction techniques 

that defined Georgia towns that developed from the mid-19th through the 20th centuries.  

                                                 
150 History of East Atlanta. Unpublished. City of Atlanta, Bureau of Planning. 1998. pg. 4. 
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The district also contains a collection of representative examples of common commercial building types 

as identified in Georgia, including the single retail, multiple retail, and retail and office types. East 

Atlanta’s commercial buildings are predominately one-and two-story, both detached and adjoined, and 

constructed of brick. They are largely utilitarian in design, as is typical of Georgia cities and towns of 

the period. Character-defining features of many of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century 

commercial buildings include in the district include simple rectangular forms, large display windows, 

architectural ornament that is primarily on the facade, and parapet rooflines. From offices to retail spaces 

to meeting and social function spaces, the variety of extant resources exemplifies a cross-section of 

historic functions, sustaining the physical evidence needed to interpret the long, diverse commercial 

architectural history of the neighborhood.  

 

As is typical of secondary commercial centers in Georgia developed through the mid-20th century, as 

they overwhelmingly lack ornamentation, the vast majority of commercial buildings in the district would 

not be classified as associated with any defined architectural style. There are, however, singular notable 

examples of the Jacobean Revival, Exotic or Moorish Revival, Colonial Revival, Stripped Classic, and 

International styles. Brick is the most common cladding material, and stylistic elements like brick 

corbelling and dentils are often added. 

 

East Atlanta’s remarkable variety of historic community landmark buildings includes churches, 

educational resources, and public and social facilities. Churches are the most common of the community 

resource types, and they range from high-style to no style. They, too, represent the evolution of the 

community between the 1880s and the 1960s- they evidence the  

 

The East Atlanta Historic District is significant in the area of social history for its embodiment of the 

dramatic changes that southeast Atlanta and Dekalb County neighborhoods underwent during the Civil 

Rights Era and the desegregation of public schools from the late 1950s through the 1970s. In East 

Atlanta, “white flight” began quietly after the decision in Brown v. Board of Education in 1954, and 

picked up momentum- and attention- in response to rampant blockbusting in Dekalb County and 

particularly, the area of the district, in the early 1960s. Simultaneously, white residents of the area 

engaged in public movements to prevent the purchasing of area properties by African-Americans. After 

the 1961 desegregation of Murphy High School, one of the primary high schools serving the district, 

white exodus from the neighborhood accelerated, and would result in a massive demographic shift by 

1970. According to census records, in 1940 less than 1 percent of the population of East Atlanta was 

categorized as black, but by 1970, 40 to 60 percent of the population of East Atlanta was comprised of 

African-Americans.  

 

The 1962 “Negro Settlement Map” of Atlanta shows that East Atlanta was considered a transitional area, 

meaning that it contained less than 50 percent African-American occupancy and/or more than 10 percent 

of properties were for sale (Figure #25). In the City of Atlanta, creative and exploitative zoning and 

planning strategies had long been utilized to segregate by race, and sometimes by class. Blockbusting 

and redlining activities were widespread in Atlanta and used by real estate and banking professionals to 

take advantage of both black and white families. These activities were particularly impactful in urban 

fringe neighborhoods such as East Atlanta. 

 

Between 1960 and 1970, the non-white population of DeKalb County increased by 157 percent. African-

American housing demand was unprecedented in Atlanta in the mid-20th century, as a result of long-

term restrictive zoning practices that severely limited African-American residential opportunities in 

Atlanta, and expressway and urban renewal development that substantially diminished the available 
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housing stock.151 East Atlanta remained transitional through the majority of the 1960s. Under the Fair 

Housing Act of 1968, many black families were assisted in efforts to purchase homes. Simultaneously, 

the Dekalb County School System, which served the unincorporated majority of the district, was 

formally fully integrated in 1969 with the closure of the county’s African-American schools.152 With 

white families willing to leave and African-American families ready and able to purchase properties for 

sale near newly available, formerly majority-white schools, the district and surrounding areas would 

transition to majority African-American by the early 1970s. East Atlanta is a representative example of 

the remarkable racial transition that resulted from combined impacts of school integration, real estate 

policy and practice, population decentralization, and “white flight” that occurred in neighborhoods 

throughout Atlanta and in urban areas all over the country, and was particularly impactful in Dekalb 

County, during the 1950s through the 1970s.  

                                                 
151 Cloues, Richard. “Collier Heights Historic District National Register of Historic Places District Nomination Form.” U.S. 

Department of the Interior. 2009.  Accessed February, 2017. https://npgallery.nps.gov/GetAsset?assetID=ff7c0f8b-f3ec-

49fe-bc8f-fe8c6af9c5a2, 22. 
152 Patton, J. Marcus. “Six Moving Targets at Once: School Desegregation in Dekalb County, Georgia.” Accessed May 15, 
2018. https://jmarcuspatton.wordpress.com/2015/03/30/six-moving-targets-at-once-school-desegregation-in-dekalb-
county-georgia/#_ftn31  

https://npgallery.nps.gov/GetAsset?assetID=ff7c0f8b-f3ec-49fe-bc8f-fe8c6af9c5a2
https://npgallery.nps.gov/GetAsset?assetID=ff7c0f8b-f3ec-49fe-bc8f-fe8c6af9c5a2
https://jmarcuspatton.wordpress.com/2015/03/30/six-moving-targets-at-once-school-desegregation-in-dekalb-county-georgia/#_ftn31
https://jmarcuspatton.wordpress.com/2015/03/30/six-moving-targets-at-once-school-desegregation-in-dekalb-county-georgia/#_ftn31


 

75 

C.  Exceptions 

 

The National Register criteria state special conditions for listing certain kinds of properties usually 

excluded from the National Register including moved buildings/structures, properties less than 50 years 

old, birthplaces or gravesites, cemeteries, reconstructed buildings/structures, and commemorative 

structures (see enclosed “National Register Criteria”.)  If the district has a majority of resources that fit 

any of these exceptions, see “Additional Guidelines” number 12 on pages 28-29 and provide the 

information here.  If the district includes any contributing resources that are less than 50 years old, be 

sure to describe and photograph them and explain why they should be considered “historic”. 

 

N/A 
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SECTION 5 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 
 

A.  Sources of Information 

 

The following is a checklist of sources that should be consulted to adequately research historic properties.  

This checklist is only a start.  Please do not limit your research to these sources.  Be sure to visit the local 

historical society, library, courthouse, and/or county archives for information.   

 

Also refer to “WRITING THE HISTORY OF YOUR COMMUNITY” (Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr.); 

"DOCUMENTING A STRUCTURE IN GEORGIA" (Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr.); and "DOCUMENTING 

A STRUCTURE IN ATLANTA" (Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr.); available at www.georgiashpo.org for 

further guidance on the location of records, research techniques, sources, and interpretation of data. 

 

INCLUDE A COMPLETE BIBLIOGRAPHY OF CONSULTED SOURCES (use HPD’s "How to 

Cite Sources of Information" guide sheet or the Chicago Manual of Style for format).  It is not necessary 

to provide a copy of all material consulted; however, it would be helpful if clear photocopies could be 

submitted for those entries marked by an asterisk (*).  Do not send originals ─ these are non-returnable. 

 

Put a check by all the sources consulted.  Put n/a beside the sources that were not available. 

 

_____ *Architectural Plans (cite the date, title or legend, and location) 

 

_____ Biographical Sketches (published in books or an obituary from the newspaper) 

 

_____ Census Records (Indicate the years of census records consulted) 

_____ Agricultural  

_____ Manufacturing  

___X__ Population   

 

__X___ City and/or Telephone Directories 

 

_____ City Records at City Hall   

_____ Building Permits 

_____ City Tax Records 

_____ City Council Minutes 

 

___X__ County Historian (unpublished works, interviews) 

 

__X___ County Histories/City Histories 

 

_____ County Records at County Courthouse or on microfilm at the Georgia Department of Archives 

and History 

_____ Deeds 

_____ Estate Records 

_____ Tax Digests 

 

_____ Gazetteers  

http://www.georgiashpo.org/
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_____ Insurance Records 

 

___X__ Interviews (who, when, where, by whom) 

 

___X__ * Maps and Plats (historic) - particularly useful are land ownership maps, bird's eye views, 

railroad maps, privately-owned maps such as plats and give location of the original 

 

___X__ *Newspapers (especially centennial or anniversary editions)—send photocopies and include 

date.  NOTE:  send photocopies of obituaries for people associated with the property 

 

___X__ * Historic Photographs and Postcards—send photocopies and include date and location of the 

original 

 

_____ Personal/Family Papers (letters, diaries, recollections, business papers, and stationary) 

 

___X__ Periodicals/Magazines (professional business, popular) - particularly useful are architectural 

magazines such as Southern Architect and Building News (since 1889); Industrial Index (since 

1912); and the Manufacturers Record (since 1882) 

 

_____ Place Name Data (explain the origins of any place names associated with property) 

 

___X__ * Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps (located at local insurance offices; University of Georgia Map 

Library and at Georgia State University on microfilm) 

 

_____ Tax Digests (many located at Georgia Department of Archives and History or sometimes available 

at the County Courthouse) 

 

__X___ Unpublished sources (thesis, dissertations, and/or family-owned papers) 

 

NOTE:  Do not overlook Internet sources of information.  Entering names or keywords into an Internet 

search engine may access useful on-line sources of information.  If Internet sources are used, please cite 

the web page or URL and the date accessed. 

  

B.  Photographs 

 

At a minimum, photographs of the district must include: 

 

1. At least one image of each discussed representative historic building (styles and types), 

structures, sites, and objects;  

2. At least one image of all community landmark buildings (government buildings, churches, 

schools etc.);  

3. Images of representative landscaping, streetscapes, and groups of properties showing 

relationships among buildings; 

4. Images of representative noncontributing buildings and structures;  

5. Images of the edges and surrounding area of the historic district;  

6. Images of any contributing properties less than 50 years old. 

7.         Images of designated open spaces, such as parks. 
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Photographic Standards 

 

▪ High resolution digital photographs are required and MUST be Tagged Image File (TIF) format 

(TIF).  To achieve the necessary level of quality, photos should be taken using a recent generation 

digital camera (SLR or point-and-shoot) that has a RAW setting menu option.  Photos should be 

taken using the RAW setting and then converted to TIF format files using a computer conversion 

process.  TIFF size should be a minimum of 2000 x 3000 pixels and 360 pixels per inch (ppi).  If 

the digital photos are not of sufficient quality, HPD will require them to be resubmitted.  Please 

submit all photos on a CD or DVD.  The digital photos must be numbered sequentially to match 

a printed set of photos and a photo key, which will be a map of the district (see below). 

 

▪  In addition to the CD/DVD, please submit a 4x6 copy of each photograph on photo paper (not 

“regular” printer paper.)   

 

▪ Photographs must be identified and dated.  Please number photographs sequentially so that we 

can take a “virtual tour” of the district.  

 

o For printed photographs: label each photograph on the back with the photo number and 

street address or street name.  Photographs may be submitted with the HDIF in an 

envelope or held together by a rubber band.  Please do not mount the photographs. 

 

o For digital photographs: Create an MS Word document that includes the date the photos 

were taken and the photographer’s name. List all photographs sequentially by number 

using this format:  

 

Photo 1 of 30: 252 Broad Street; photographer facing west  

 

▪ Photographs should be cross-referenced by number to one copy of the district map to create a 

photo key (see page 20 for example). 

 

NOTE:  There is no required overall number of photographs for larger districts─provide enough to 

give a good representation of the district (but remember:  photographs are worth a thousand words!).  

In smaller districts of 50 properties or less, one photograph of each property (contributing and 

noncontributing) should be included and identified by street address. Thoroughly photographing the 

district will expedite the processing of the nomination.   Photographs are non-returnable. 

 

C. Historic Photographs 

 

Provide photocopies or high-resolution scanned JPEG images of historic photographs of the district and 

indicate the date (approximate), location, and source of the photograph.  Newspapers, scrapbooks, 

wedding albums, historic postcards, books, and advertisements are a few good sources for finding 

historic views of a historic property or district.  Historic photographs help determine if the district is 

eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.   If historic photographs are not available, please 

explain the efforts made to locate them (HPD may be able to suggest additional sources). 
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D.  Maps and Geographical Information 

1.  Location Map 

 

Provide a location map to show where the district is located. Please use:  www.bing.com/maps/.   Be 

sure the map is sufficiently detailed, accurately scaled, and clearly printed.  Please mark the boundary. 

 

2.  District Map 

 

Provide two copies of the district map(s).  The map(s) must be at the scale of 1” = 200’ and identify 

legal boundaries and/or natural or other physical features to properly indicate the boundary of 

the district. The maps must be easily reproducible (preferably black and white).  Based on the size of 

your district, this map may need to be printed on oversized paper. 

 

Computer-generated maps/GIS-generated tax maps (available from the county courthouse in the 

tax assessor’s office in the county where the district is located, and some regional or local planning 

departments) are recommended. They must indicate parcels/tracts, street names, street addresses, 

and building footprints. 

 

If you are submitting a GIS map, provide a buffer zone of at least two (2) blocks or an equivalent distance 

surrounding the proposed district (see example of district map on page 20).   

 

One of the district map(s) must be marked with the proposed district boundaries, contributing 

and noncontributing resources, and locations of photographs.  Indicate the proposed boundary with 

a heavy line.    

 

The second map should be unmarked for HPD use. This map should not include boundary lines, 

dates of construction, or photo numbers.  The map should include street names, addresses, and 

building footprints. 

 

Marked set of maps should include: 

a. The title of the map;  

b. The type or identification number and source of the map;   

c. Scale and/or dimensions;   

d. North arrow;  

e. The name of district, county, and date prepared;  

f. The name of the person or agency that prepared the map;  

g. The location of the photographs; 

h. The district boundaries;  

i. Contributing and noncontributing properties marked; and 

j.    Date of construction of all buildings.  This is especially important for mid-20th century resources.  

This can be done on a separate map if needed. 

 

Contributing properties are buildings, structures, sites, and objects over 50 old that retain their historic 

integrity (i.e. look pretty much the same today as they did in the past).  Noncontributing properties are 

those that are less than 50 years old or are historic properties that have been so altered that it does not 

resemble the way it did in the past.   

 

Use one of these two methods to mark contributing and noncontributing properties: 

 

  

http://www.bing.com/maps/
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Method 1 

Mark contributing properties with a “C” 

Mark noncontributing properties with an “X” 

Mark historically vacant properties with a “V” 

Mark currently vacant properties that have lost historic buildings/structures within the last 50 years with 

a “VX”  

 

Method 2 

Mark contributing properties with a green highlighter marker 

Mark noncontributing properties with a pink highlighter marker 

Mark historically vacant properties with a green highlighter marker and the letter “V” 

Mark currently vacant properties that have lost historic buildings/structures within the last 50 years with 

a yellow highlighter marker 

 

SEE EXAMPLE OF DISTRICT MAP PAGE 20 

 

3.  Sanborn Maps 

 

Provide photocopies of the Sanborn Fire Insurance maps of the district, if available.  See enclosed 

“Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps” for information on how to obtain the maps. 
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SAMPLE DISTRICT MAP 
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5.  CHECKLIST OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

 

Before submitting your Historic District Information Form, make sure that you have enclosed the 

following information.  Use this as a checklist and check (with an X) the items that you have 

included.  If you are unable to enclose an item, explain why on a separate page. 

 

Sources of Bibliographical Information 

_X___  Bibliography 

____  Checklist of sources 

__X__  Supplemental research information (clear photocopies not originals) 

 

Photographs (labeled and cross-referenced to district map(s)) 

__X__  Representative buildings, structures, objects, and/or sites 

_X___  Streetscapes and landscapes 

____  Surrounding areas, edges of the district, and boundaries  

____  Photocopies of historic photographs 

_X___  CD/DVD of photographs 

__X__  Photo log 

 

Maps 

__X__   Location map (www.bing.com/maps/) 

__X__   District map (s) with photographs, contributing/noncontributing properties, street 

names/addresses, building footprints, and boundary marked at a scale of 1” = 200’ 

__X__    District map(s) unmarked for HPD use  

__X__ Photocopy of Sanborn Map(s) (if available)  

 

Text 

_X__   Completed Historic District Information Form (hard copy and CD) 

or 

____   Completed National Register of Historic Places Form (hard copy and CD) 

 

 

I have enclosed the above documentation with my Historic District Information Form/National Register 

form for the East Atlanta Historic District proposed nomination.  I understand that if I do not include 

all of the requested documentation, my application will not be processed until it is complete. 

 

Signature of Preparer:  

__Graduate students enrolled in HIST 8700 (Spring 2017) and Stephanie L. Cherry-Farmer__    

Date: 5/15/2018 
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SECTION 6 

 
ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES 

 

The following additional guidelines should be taken into account in writing the history of the district, as 

appropriate.  Do not answer the questions on these pages of the form; incorporate the answers into the 

history in Section 3. 

 

1.   For each significant person associated with the district, provide a concise, factual 

biographical sketch which answers the following questions: 

• When and where was the person born?  When and where did the person die? 

• When did the person acquire or become associated with the district?  For how long a period was 

the person associated with it? 

• What did the person do while associated with the district? 

• What was the person's occupation, profession, trade, or craft?  (What did they do for a living?) 

• What were the person's avocational interests?  (What did they do with their "free time?") 

• What was the person's family situation? 

• What were the person's social, political, or cultural activities, or achievements, if other than their 

job? 

 

How does this person's activities and achievements compare to others of the time? in the area?  How 

does this person's life "fit" into the larger scheme of local, state, regional, or national history? 

 
NOTE:  Copies of published biographies or obituaries may suffice for the biographical sketch.  Be 

sure to include the full citation of the source of any copies of biographical sketches that are 

included.  

 

Complete and fully documented biographical information is essential if you wish your district to be 

significant in terms of National Register Criterion B, "associations with important persons."  

 

PRECAUTIONARY NOTE:  It is difficult to qualify for National Register listing on the basis of 

association with an important person.  You must be able to not only document the person's life but also 

show that history was significantly different in the community, the area, the state, or the nation because 

of what this individual did.  Therefore, you must be able to put the person's life into the context of the 

larger history of the community, the region, the state, or the nation.  Simply reciting the biographical 

facts about a person is not enough. 

 

For example, the house of a mayor is probably not significant under Criterion B.  However, the house of 

the founder of a town may be significant under Criterion B.
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2. For each significant event associated with the district, provide concise, factual answers to 

the following questions: 

• What was the event? 

• When did it take place? 

• Who was associated with it? 

• How did this happen? 

• What occurred as a result of this event?  How was history different because of it? 

• What physical features of the district today (buildings, structures, landscapes, archaeological 

sites, etc.) are directly related to the historic event? 

 

Examples of significant events:  the signing of a treaty, the founding of the community, the invention of 

something, the making of an important decision, significant alteration of a town’s plan, etc. 

 

3. For all significant activities and developments associated with the district, provide concise, 

factual answers to the following questions: 

• What were the activities or developments associated with the district? 

• When did these activities or developments take place?  For what period of time? 

• Who was associated with them? 

• How did they first occur? 

• What happened as a result of these activities or developments?  How was history different 

because of them? 

• What physical features of the district today (buildings, structures, landscapes, archaeological 

sites, etc.) are directly related to the historic activities or developments? 

• Examples of significant activities and developments:  the arrival of the railroad or major road, 

agriculture, milling, manufacturing, education, government, etc. 

  

4.  In the history, be sure to say something about the history of the district for each of the 

following major chronological periods in Georgia's history, unless some other periodization 

is more appropriate for the district.   

• Prehistoric 

• Colonial (1733-1776) 

• Antebellum (1776-1860) 

• Civil War (1860-1865) 

• Reconstruction (1865-1870s) 

• New South (1880s-1910s) 

• Boll Weevil and Depression (1920s-1930s) 

• New Deal/WPA (1933-1941) 

• World War II (1941-1945) 

• Modern (after 1945) 

 

Give the most attention to the period when the district was the most important and from which extant 

buildings, structures, sites, and objects date.  

 

For each period, be sure to discuss who was associated with the district, what events or activities may 

have taken place there, and what buildings and structures were built. 
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NOTE:  Be sure to concentrate on the period that begins the district’s significant history to the present.  

For example:  if a residential neighborhood was developed between in 1920 and 1940, you do not need 

to begin with the prehistoric period. 

 

Also, discuss the planning and development of the district: 

 

Was the development of the district planned (streets, lots, set-asides for parks or other public uses, 

services, land use or ownership restrictions/covenants), or did the district just develop in an unplanned 

manner over time? 

 

Did the district develop all at once in a relatively short time, or did its development take place 

incrementally over a longer period of time? 

 

If development was planned: 

• What was the original plan?  Does the original paper plan (or map or plat) exist? 

• When was it planned? 

• Who planned the district (individual landowner, developer, other company [e.g., railroad or 

industry], public agency)? 

• How well did the subsequent development of the district conform to the original plan?  If 

different, in what respects, and why? 

• How evident is the original plan for the district today?  What physical features represent the plan? 

 

Does the plan conform to a known type of historic planned development in Georgia (e.g., county seat 

with courthouse square, railroad town, crossroads community, suburb)? 

 

What were the key or distinctive physical planning features of the district (e.g., gridiron or curvilinear 

street plan, rectangular or irregular-shaped lots, land set aside for parks or schools or churches, 

relationship to railroads or highways) and are these physical features still extant/evident today? 

 

5. If you are documenting a district with agricultural resources, be sure to answer the 

following questions: 

• What types of agricultural-related resources exist in the district and what are their approximate 

date(s) of construction?   

• Who established it? 

• Who were the subsequent owners? 

• How long did it operate?  How did its operations change over time? 

• What crops were grown?  What animals were raised?  What agricultural products were produced?  

(And what are your sources for this information?) 

• What was the economic impact of the agricultural production on the community?  How did it 

compare to other in the area? 

 

6. If you are documenting a district with industrial or manufacturing resources, be sure to 

answer the following questions: 

• What types of industrial- or manufacturing-related resources exist in the district and what are 

their approximate date(s) of construction?   

• Who established it? 

• Who were the subsequent owners? 

• How long did it operate?  How did its operations change over time? 

• What products were produced?  (And what are your sources for this information?) 
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• What was the economic impact of the production on the community?  How did it compare to 

other in the area? 

 

7. If you are documenting a district with commercial resources, be sure to answer the 

following questions: 

• How large an area, geographically, did the commercial resources serve? 

• What types of businesses were historically located in the commercial area? 

 

8. If you are documenting a district with a mill or factory, be sure to answer the following 

questions: 

• Who established the mill or factory? 

• When was it established? 

• How long did it operate?  Did its operations change over time? 

• What was processed, produced, or manufactured? How did the manufacturing process work?  

How is the historic manufacturing process represented or illustrated by the existing buildings and 

structures?  Is there historic machinery left? 

• What was the source of power for the machinery?  How was power distributed throughout the 

mill/factory complex, and what physical features are left to show this? 

• How many people were employed? Was the employee force integrated?  Were women 

employed? 

• Where did the employees live? 

• To whom were the products sold?  Where and how were the products transported and/or sold? 

  

9. If you are documenting a district with institutions like churches, schools, or clubhouses, be 

sure to answer the following questions about each institution: 

 

NOTE:  Make sure you distinguish between the people belonging to the institution and the existing 

building, and focus on the history of the existing building.  For example, if a church congregation was 

started in 1850 but the building was constructed in 1920, focus on the history of the church congregation 

when it was housed in the extant building. 

• When was it founded? 

• What was the size, enrollment, or service area of the institution? 

• What were its major historical activities?  Who benefited or was affected by them? 

• How does this particular building fit into the overall history of the institution?  Is it the only 

building associated with it?  The most recent in a series?  One of a complex? 

• Was the institution integrated (and when)?  Is there an association with the institution and the 

Civil Rights Movement? 

 

10. If you are documenting a district with a cemetery, be sure to include the following: 

• Describe the layout, landscaping, and funerary architecture and sculpture of the cemetery. 

• Dates when the cemetery was used. 

• In general, who is buried there (e.g. people of the town, people of a certain congregation, etc.) 

• Are there separate sections of the cemetery (e.g. white, African-American, Jewish, paupers, etc.)? 

• Are there graves associated with people of transcendent historical importance? 

 

11. If you are documenting a district with landscape features, be sure to include the following: 
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• Describe or document the historic as well as the current form or appearance of the landscape 

features. 

• Indicate when the landscape feature was created or established. 

• Document who was responsible for creating or establishing the landscape feature (e.g. individual 

property owners, local club, philanthropist, government agency). 

• Explain what purpose(s) the landscape feature served historically.  Was it primarily aesthetic or 

related to the appearance of the district?  Was it recreational or commemorative in nature?  Or 

did it serve some other function such as conservation? 

• Describe what has happened to the landscape feature over time:  How much has it changed?  How 

much of the original landscape feature has survived? 

 

DO NOT OVERLOOK: 

• Street trees in residential neighborhoods or downtown business districts. 

• Sidewalks, curbs, and planting strips. 

• Street pavements (stone, brick, concrete, dirt) 

• Streetlights. 

• Courthouse squares. 

• Small public parks. 

• “Unbuildable” land set aside formally or informally as parkland. 

• Traditional recreational places such as swimming holes or fishing spots. 

• Railroad or highway corridors or roadbeds. 

• Unusual or distinctive natural features (springs, steep hills, ravines, rock outcrops). 

 

12. Exceptions 

 

If the district contains a majority of resources that meet one of the following special conditions, 

provide the relevant information below in Section 4, part c: 

 

NOTE:  The National Register does not list complexes of unrelated moved buildings that create a 

“museum setting” or a “false sense of history.” 

• Buildings or structures that were moved from its original location;  

• Buildings or structures that are less than 50 years old;  

• Reconstructed buildings or structures; or  

• Commemorative structures  

 

12 a. Buildings or structures were moved from their original locations; explain: 

• Reason for moving the building/structure.  Was the building/structure moved as a last resort to 

save it? From what?  What efforts were made to preserve the building/structure at its original 

location? 

• Date when the building/structure was moved. 

• Distance the building/structure was moved. 

• Method of moving the building/structure.  Was the building/structure moved in such a way as to 

minimize damage to its historic construction and materials? 

• Discuss what was left behind or not moved to the new location (foundations, chimneys, porches, 

outbuildings, additions). 

• Compare the current location to the original location in terms of geography, landscaping, 

vegetation, surroundings, etc. 
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• Provide a description of the character and appearance of the original location, its setting, and its 

surroundings. 

• Include a map showing the former location of the building/structure and photographs of the 

former site of the building/structure showing where the building(s)/structure(s) were located, its 

setting, and the surroundings of the property. Also, include one or more historic photographs of 

the building/structure at its original location. 

 

12 b.  For buildings/structures less than 50 years old or which has achieved its significance in the 

last 50 years, explain: 

• Why is the architecture, engineering, construction material, or construction technique of 

outstanding significance in modern history? 

• Why is the person, event, or activity associated with the building/structure of exceptional 

historical importance in the modern period? 

 

12 c. For reconstructed buildings/structures, explain: 

• How has the building or structure been reconstructed?  On what basis of authenticity was the 

reconstruction based? 

• Is the surrounding environment suitable to the understanding and interpretation of the 

reconstructed building? 

• Is there no other building or structure with the same historical associations or significance? 

 

12 d. For commemorative structures, explain: 

• Is the commemorative structure itself as well as the person or event it commemorates at least 50 

years old? 

• Is the significance of the person or event being commemorated well documented? 

• Does the commemorative structure have artistic or architectural significance? 

• Is it related to other commemorative structures or to a larger commemorative movement? 
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Appendix 1—Letter of Support from East Atlanta Community Association 

 

 
 

 

Ms. Stephanie Cherry-Farmer 

National Register and Survey Program Manager 

Georgia Historic Preservation Division 

2610 Georgia Highway 155, SW 

Stockbridge, Georgia 30281 

 

Dear Ms. Cherry-Farmer: 

 

As president of the East Atlanta Community Association, I am writing to relay our communities 

support for the drafting of a National Register nomination as demonstrated by a unanimous vote at the 

May 2016 community meeting.  To further demonstrate our commitment EACA is sponsoring this 

exploratory effort to sufficiently document the community to determine the further ability and desire 

for the neighborhood to proceed with a formal nomination to National Register. 

 

Georgia State University graduate students, under the direction of Professor Richard Laub, will be 

researching and writing the nomination this spring semester. As part of this process Professor Laub, 

along with yourself, have attended and educated the East Atlanta community at various functions to 

include both community association meetings and EACA Executive Committee meetings as well as 

East Atlanta History Night, which allowed residents to share stories, photos and artifacts of East 

Atlanta’s history.  These multiple connections have allowed for both for an increased understanding of 

the process and a sense of inclusion from local citizens.     

 

We appreciate any additional assistance you and your office can give our neighborhood toward this 

endeavor.  Please let me know if you need any further information. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Lewis Cartee 

President  

East Atlanta Community Association  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

East Atlanta Community Association  PO Box 18366  Atlanta, GA 30316  eaca.net 
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Appendix 2: Figure List 

 

Figure 1 Location full map 

Figure 2 Location map north half 

Figure 3 Location map south half 

Figure 4 Annexation map 

Figure 5 Color year built map 

Figure 6 Year location map 

Figure 7 Contributing properties north half 

Figure 8 Contributing properties south half 

Figure 9 North half plat 

Figure 10 South half plat 

Figure 11 East Atlanta Village 

Figure 12 Photo Key 

Figure 13 JW McWilliams Store - exterior 

Figure 14 Marbut & Minor Store - interior 

Figure 15 East Atlanta Bank (Flat Iron building) under construction c.1911 

Figure 16 East Atlanta Bank (former Piggly Wiggly; former Marbut & Minor store) c.1956 

Figure 17 Piggly Wiggly (former Marbut & Minor store) c. 1940 

Figure 18 First Day of School Integration – Murphy High School 

Figure 19 East Atlanta Hardware Store AJC no date 

Figure 20 East Atlanta businesses with no cars AJC 

Figure 21 Historic Martha Brown United Methodist Church 1949 GSU Library 

Figure 22 Aerial of downtown connector, Atlanta, 1964, Historic Context Interstate Highway 

Systems of Georgia 

Figure 23 Metro Plan Comm_Crsstwn bypass exprwy_1959_Hist Context Intste Hwy GA 

Figure 24 New Town of East Atlanta Plat Advertisement 

Figure 25 1962 Negro Settlement Map 

Figure 26 1902 Atlanta, Georgia Streetcar Map 

Figure 27 McPherson Park Subdivision (1890) Plat 

Figure 28 G.W. Marbut Subdivision (1911) Plat 

Figure 29 Julia Van Epps Subdivision (1912) Plat 

Figure 30 J.W. McWilliams Tract (1915) Plat 

Figure 31 Brownwood Park Subdivision (1922) Plat 

Figure 32 Newton St. John Subdivision (1920s) Plat 

Figure 33 C.C. Murphy Subdivision (1928) Plat 

Figure 34 The Cloverlands Subdivision (1939) Plat 

Figure 35 G.W. Marbut Subdivision (1941) Plat 

Figure 36 Stonybrook Park Subdivision (1941) Plat 

Figure 37 The Flat Shoals Heights Subdivision, Unit 1 (1946) Plat 

Figure 38 T.H. Crowe Subdivision (1946) Plat 

Figure 39 Alexander & Tatum Subdivision (1946) Plat 

Figure 40 D.P. & G.W. Marbut Subdivision (1947) Plat 

Figure 41 Bouldercrest Subdivision, Unit 1 (1947) Plat 

Figure 42 Eastwood Subdivision, Unit 1 (1949) Plat 

Figure 43 The Lona Heights Subdivision (1949) Plat 

Figure 44 Eastwood Subdivision, Unit 2 (1950) Plat 

Figure 45 Flat Shoals Heights Subdivision, Unit 2 (1951) Plat 

Figure 46 Moreland Estates Subdivision (1954) Plat 

Figure 47 Eastwood Forest Subdivision (1961) Plat 
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Figure 48 East Village Flats Condominiums (1961) Plat 
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Appendix 3: Photograph Log 

 

Photos taken Spring Semester, 2017 

By students of Class History 8700 

 

Photo 1 of 307: 1226 Portland Avenue  

Photo 2 of 307: 1233 McPherson Avenue  

Photo 3 of 307: 1276 Oak Grove   

Photo 4 of 307: 1281 Oak Grove   

Photo 5 of 307: 1291 Metropolitan   

Photo 6 of 307: 1292 Oak Grove   

Photo 7 of 307: 1299/1295 McPherson   

Photo 8 of 307: 1309 Metropolitan  

Photo 9 of 307: 1294 McPherson  

Photo 10 of 307: 1314 McPherson  

Photo 11 of 307: 1317 McPherson  

Photo 12 of 307: 1334/1338 Newton Avenue  

Photo 13 of 307: 1348/1356 Ormewood  

Photo 14 of 307: 1351/1357 Milton Place  

Photo 15 of 307: 1380 Newton Avenue  

Photo 16 of 307: 1382 Milton Place  

Photo 17 of 307: 1406 May Avenue   

Photo 18 of 307: 1424/1418 Van Epps  

Photo 19 of 307: 1426 May Avenue  

Photo 20A of 307: 453/441 Haas Avenue  

Photo 20B of 307: 453 Haas Avenue  

Photo 21 of 307: 463 Metropolitan Place  

Photo 22 of 307: 468 Moreland  

Photo 23 of 307: 570 Moreland  

Photo 24 of 307: 582 Brownwood  

Photo 25 of 307: 584 Moreland  

Photo 26 of 307: 587 Stokeswood  

Photo 27 of 307: 588 Brownwood  

Photo 28 of 307: 592 Flat Shoals Avenue  

Photo 29 of 307: 599 Blake Avenue  

Photo 30 of 307: 614 Flat Shoals Avenue  

Photo 31 of 307: 616 Brownwood  

Photo 32 of 307: 624 Moreland  

Photo 33 of 307: 628 Moreland  

Photo 34 of 307: 653 Gresham  

Photo 35 of 307: 657 Gresham  

Photo 36 of 307: 682 Moreland  

Photo 37 of 307: 684 Brownwood  

Photo 38 of 307: 698 Moreland  

Photo 39 of 307: 708 Flat Shoals Avenue  

Photo 40 of 307: 711 Brownwood  

Photo 41 of 307: 723 Flat Shoals Avenue  

Photo 42 of 307: 725 Gresham  

Photo 43 of 307:720 Moreland  

Photo 44 of 307: 542 Moreland  
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Photo 45 of 307: 1257 Glenwood  

Photo 46 of 307: the Graveyard  

Photo47 of 307: State Farm insurance agency corner of Flat Shoals Avenue and Oak Grove Avenue  

Photo 48 of 307: corner of Glenwood and Moreland   

Photo49 of 307: East Atlanta Branch Library  

Photo 50 of 307: library 1  

Photo 51 of 307: library 2  

Photo 52 of 307: east on Braeburn  

Photo 53 of 307: east on Glenwood  

Photo 54 of 307: east on May Avenue  

Photo 55 of 307: east on Newton   

Photo 56 of 307: east on Oak Grove  

Photo 57 of 307: east on Glenwood  

Photo 58 of 307: Flatiron building  

Photo 59 of 307: Looking south on Brownwood_564 Brownwood Avenue   

Photo 60 of 307: looking east on Newton Avenue  

Photo 61 of 307: looking east on Glenwood  

Photo 62 of 307: looking north on Flat Shoals  

Photo 63 of 307: looking north on Flat Shoals  

Photo 64 of 307: looking north on Flat Shoals  

Photo 65 of 307: looking north on Flat Shoals  

Photo 66 of 307: looking north on Gresham  

Photo 67 of 307: looking north on Haas Avenue  

Photo 68 of 307: looking north on Moreland  

Photo 69 of 307: looking north on Moreland  

Photo 70A of 307: looking south on Brownwood  

Photo 70B of 307: left side of street looking south on Brownwood  

Photo 71 of 307: looking south on Moreland   

Photo 72 of 307: looking south on Stokeswood  

Photo 73 of 307: looking south on Stokeswood  

Photo 74 of 307: looking towards Flat Shoals Avenue  

Photo 75 of 307: looking west on McPherson  

Photo 76 of 307: looking west on Metropolitan Avenue  

Photo 77 of 307: looking west on Milton Place  

Photo 78 of 307: looking west on Van Epps Avenue  

Photo 79 of 307: north on Flat Shoals Avenue  

Photo 80 of 307: north on Flat Shoals Avenue  

Photo 81 of 307: NW on Gresham  

Photo 82 of 307: old Madison Theater  

Photo 83 of 307: old Piggly Wiggly  

Photo 84 of 307: south on Blake Avenue  

Photo 85 of 307: south on Blake Avenue  

Photo 86 of 307: west on Glenwood  

Photo 87of 307: 1362 Metropolitan Avenue  

Photo 88 of 307: 1372 Metropolitan Avenue  

Photo 89 of 307: 1383 Metropolitan Avenue  

Photo 90 of 307: 1431 McPherson  

Photo 91 of 307: 1434 May Avenue  

Photo 92 of 307: 1481 McPherson Avenue  

Photo 93 of 307: 1492 Marbut  
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Photo 94 of 307: 1508 Marbut  

Photo 95 of 307: 1511 Newton  

Photo 96 of 307: 1525 May  

Photo 97 of 307: 1540 May  

Photo 98 of 307: 1537 Newton  

Photo 99 of 307: north on Pasley Avenue  

Photo 100 of 307: 1539 Glenwood  

Photo 101 of 307: 1539 May Avenue  

Photo 102 of 307: 1562 Glenwood  

Photo 103 of 307: 378 monument  

Photo 104 of 307: McPherson monument  

Photo 105 of 307: north on Pasley Avenue  

Photo 106 of 307: McPherson Avenue street view  

Photo 107 of 307: McPherson Avenue street view  

Photo 108 of 307: 1595/1599 McPherson  

Photo 109 of 307: 1570 Marbut  

Photo 110 of 307: 1578 Marbut  

Photo 111 of 307: McWilliams Avenue street view  

Photo 112 of 307: McWilliams Avenue street view  

Photo 113 of 307: Maynard terrace street view  

Photo 114 of 307: 387 Maynard terrace street view  

Photo 115 of 307: 476 Maynard terrace  

Photo 116 of 307: Glenwood Avenue street view  

Photo 117 of 307: Glenwood Avenue street view  

Photo 118 of 307: 1577 Glenwood  

Photo 119 of 307: 1584 Glenwood  

Photo 120 of 307: 1585 Glenwood  

Photo 121 of 307: 1590 Glenwood  

Photo 122 of 307: 1591 Glenwood  

Photo 123 of 307: 1596 Glenwood  

Photo 124 of 307: 1597 Glenwood  

Photo 125 of 307: 1602 Glenwood  

Photo 126 of 307: 1605 Glenwood  

Photo 127 of 307: Clifton street view SE  

Photo 128A of 307: Clifton St Se Street view  

Photo 128B of 307:  Clifton St SE Street View  

Photo 129 of 307: May Avenue street view  

Photo 130 of 307: May Avenue street view  

Photo 131 of 307: May Avenue street view  

Photo 132 of 307: May Avenue street view  

Photo 133 of 307: May Avenue street view   

Photo 134 of 307: 1597 May  

Photo 135 of 307: Newton Avenue street views  

Photo 136 of 307: Newton Avenue street views  

Photo 137 of 307: Van Epps street view  

Photo 138 of 307: Van Epps street view  

Photo 139 of 307: 1618 Van Epps  

Photo 140 of 307: 1619 Van Epps  

Photo 141 of 307: 1654 Van Epps  

Photo 142A of 307: Van Vleck Avenue street view  
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Photo 142B of 307: Van Vleck Avenue street view  

Photo 143 of 307: 1654 Van Vleck  

Photo 144 of 307: 1667 Van Vleck  

Photo 145 of 307: Braeburn Drive street view  

Photo 146 of 307: 1580 Braeburn  

Photo 147 of 307: 1630 Braeburn  

Photo 148 of 307: 1636 Braeburn  

Photo 149 of 307: Clifton road street view  

Photo 150 of 307: Clifton road street view  

Photo 151 of 307: 612 Clifton road  

Photo 152 of 307: 623 Clifton   

Photo 153 of 307: 623 Clifton   

Photo 154 of 307: 623 Clifton   

Photo 155 of 307: 624 Clifton   

Photo 156 of 307: 630 Clifton  

Photo 157 of 307: Ora Avenue street view  

Photo 158 of 307: Ora Avenue street view  

Photo 159 of 307: 649 Ora  

Photo 160 of 307: 652 Ora  

Photo 161 of 307: Clifton way street view  

Photo 162 of 307: Clifton way street view  

Photo 163 of 307: Clifton way street view  

Photo 164 of 307: Clifton way street view  

Photo165 of 307: 1191 beech view Drive   

Photo 166 of 307: 1205 Hillwood  

Photo 167 of 307: 1206 Stonybrook Drive  

Photo 168 of 307: 1211 Beechview Drive  

Photo 169 of 307: 1213 Gracewood Avenue  

Photo 170 of 307: 1235 Beechview Drive  

Photo171 of 307: 750 Gresham Avenue  

Photo 172 of 307: 752 Moreland  

Photo 173 of 307: 752 Moreland  

Photo 174 of 307: 752 Moreland  

Photo 175 of 307: 757 Stokeswood  

Photo 176 of 307: 792 Stokeswood  

Photo 177 of 307: 798 Stokeswood  

Photo 178 of 307: 856 Moreland  

Photo 179 of 307: 936 Moreland  

Photo 180 of 307: intersection of Brownwood and Gracewood  

Photo 181 of 307: intersection of Brownwood and Hillwood  

Photo 182 of 307: intersection of Brownwood and Ormewood  

Photo 183 of 307: intersection of Moreland and Lyndale  

Photo 184 of 307: intersection of Moreland and Stoneybrook  

Photo 185 of 307: intersection of Ormewood and Gresham  

Photo 186 of 307: streetscape Beechview and Lyndale  

Photo 187 of 307: streetscape Beechview and Lyndale  

Photo 188 of 307: streetscape Beechview and Lyndale  

Photo 189 of 307: intersection of Gresham and Gracewood  

Photo 190 of 307: streetscape of Moreland Avenue  

Photo 191 of 307: 2253 Cloverdale  
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Photo 192 of 307: 2236 Cloverdale  

Photo 193 of 307: 2160 Cloverdale  

Photo 194 of 307: Oblique of 2142 Cloverdale  

Photo 195 of 307: 2088 Cloverdale  

Photo 196 of 307: 2062 Cloverdale  

Photo 197 of 307: looking to 2049 and 2055 Cloverdale  

Photo 198 of 307: 1176 Greenleaf Road  

Photo 199 of 307: looking to 2140 and 2134 Edgemore Drive  

Photo 200 of 307: 2165 Edgemore Drive  

Photo 201 of 307: View of sidewalk on east side of Edgemore Drive  

Photo 202 of 307: 2215 Edgemore Drive  

Photo 203 of 307: 969 and 965 Stokeswood Avenue   

Photo 204 of 307: 1090 and 1096 Oakfield Drive  

Photo 205 of 307: 780 Shadowridge Drive  

Photo 206 of 307: 1317/1311/1327 Ormewood Drive  

Photo 207 of 307: 718 East Side Avenue  

Photo 208 of 307: 726 Pasley Avenue SE  

Photo 209 of 307: 780 Flat Shoals Avenue  

Photo 210 of 307: 1185 Oakfield Drive SE  

Photo 211 of 307: 1194 and 1200 Oakfield Drive  

Photo 212 of 307: 2077 Edgemore Drive SE  

Photo 213 of 307: 2230 and 2224 Cedarbrook Court SE  

Photo 214 of 307: 2182 and 2190 Cedarbrook Court SE  

Photo 215 of 307: 1311 Lochland Road SE  

Photo 216 of 307: 2118 and 2110 Stockbridge Drive SE  

Photo 217 of 307: 2188 Stockbridge Drive SE  

Photo 218 of 307: 2172 Stockbridge Drive SE  

Photo 219 of 307: 891, 895, 897, and 899 Flat Shoals Avenue SE  

Photo 220 of 307: 845 Flat Shoals Avenue SE  

Photo 221 of 307: 835 Flat Shoals Avenue SE  

Photo 222 of 307: Shadowridge and Skyhaven looking northwest  

Photo 223 of 307: 1051 Bouldercrest   

Photo 224 of 307: 731 Maynard Terrace  

Photo 225 of 307: 738 Maynard  

Photo 226 of 307: 771 Clifton road  

Photo 227 of 307: 801 Maynard  

Photo 228 of 307: 825 Clifton Road  

Photo 229 of 307: 843 Clifton Road  

Photo 230 of 307: 870 Stallings Avenue  

Photo 231 of 307: 881 Paoli Avenue  

Photo 232 of 307: 907 Paoli Avenue  

Photo 233 of 307: 908 Bouldercrest  

Photo 234 of 307: 908 Winfield  

Photo 235 of 307: 912 Winfield  

Photo 236 of 307: 923 Paoli Avenue  

Photo 237 of 307: 968 Stallings Avenue  

Photo 238 of 307: 1350 Willow Place  

Photo 239 of 307: 1361 Willow Place  

Photo 240 of 307: 1660 Cecile Avenue  

Photo 241 of 307: 1674 Flat Shoals Road  
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Photo 242 of 307: 1683 Flat Shoals Road  

Photo 243 of 307: 1701 Cecile Avenue  

Photo 244 of 307: 1715 Cecile Avenue  

Photo 245 of 307: 1711 Braeburn  

Photo 246 of 307: 1721 Braeburn  

Photo 247 of 307: 1744 piper  

Photo 248 of 307: 1782 Piper Circle  

Photo 249 of 307: 1788 Piper Circle  

Photo 250 of 307: 709 Clifton Road  

Photo 251 of 307: 713 Maynard Terrace  

Photo 252 of 307: 1030 Hillburn  

Photo 253 of 307: 1055 Leah  

Photo 254 of 307: 1101 Fayetteville Road  

Photo 255 of 307: 846 Flat Shoals way  

Photo 256 of 307: east on Braeburn  

Photo 257 of 307: south on Hillburn  

Photo 258 of 307: west on Elmhurst  

Photo 259 of 307: 1281 Poplarcrest  

Photo 260 of 307: 1509 Wainwright  

Photo 261 of 307: 1522 Wainwright  

Photo 262 of 307:1555 Wainwright  

Photo 263 of 307: 1571 Wainwright  

Photo 264 of 307: 1587 Wainwright  

Photo 265 of 307: 1595 Wainwright  

Photo 266 of 307: 2310 Cloverdale  

Photo 267 of 307: 2310 Willowdale  

Photo 268 of 307: 2351 Cloverdale  

Photo 269 of 307: Elmhurst streetscape  

Photo 270 of 307: 1161 Fayetteville Road  

Photo 271 of 307: 1215 Fayetteville Road  

Photo 272 of 307: 1232 Bouldercrest  

Photo 273 of 307: 1246 Bouldercrest  

Photo 274 of 307: 1619 Wainwright  

Photo 275 of 307: 1373 Orange blossom  

Photo 276 of 307: 1245 Bouldercrest  

Photo 277 of 307: 1118 Fayetteville  

Photo 278 of 307: 1282 McPherson  

Photo 279 of 307: 1286 Metropolitan  

Photo 280 of 307: 1292 Metropolitan 1 & 2   

Photo 281 of 307: 1294 McPherson  

Photo 282 of 307: 1310/1304 Metropolitan  

Photo 283 of 307: 1310 Metropolitan   

Photo 284 of 307: 1328 Metropolitan   

Photo 285 of 307: 1340 Metropolitan   

Photo 286 of 307: 1340 Metropolitan   

Photo 287 of 307: US Post Office Metropolitan Avenue  

Photo 288 of 307: 721 Flat Shoals Avenue  

Photo 289 of 307: Sylvester Cemetery  

Photo 290 of 307: Zuber-Jarell House  

Photo 291 of 307: Brownwood park marker photo  
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Photo 292 of 307: 1820 Mary Dell Drive  

Photo 293 of 307: 1757 Mary Dell Road  

Photo 294 of 307: I-20 wall on McPherson  

Photo 295 of 307: Moreland Avenue 

Photo 296 of 307: demolished Skyhaven Elementary School  

Photo 297 of 307: non-contributing residences opposite Skyhaven Elementary  

Photo 298 of 307: 1283 & 1295 Elmhurst Circle  

Photo 299 of 307:1308 Sargent Avenue and adjacent properties  

Photo 300 of 307: 2142 and 2134 Marshalls Lane  

Photo 301 of 307: 1874 Flat Shoals Road  

Photo 302 of 307: Historic Sylvester Cemetery  

Photo 303 of 307: new construction and future development projects  

Photo 304 of 307: 1960 and 1964 Nash Avenue  

Photo 307 of 307: 417 and 411 Clifton Street 

Photo 306 of 307: 564 Gresham Avenue 

Photo 307 of 307: 1592 Van Vleck 
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Appendix 4: Attachment List 

 

Attachment 1: The House of Hope Atlanta (Greater Traveler’s Baptist Church) Story. “Dates of Our 

Story.”  Provided by the House of Hope Atlanta. 28 March 2017. 

 

Attachment 2: Atlanta Constitution. “East Atlanta is a Busy Section in DeKalb County.” November 

21, 1937 

 

Attachment 3: Atlanta Constitution. “East Atlanta Bank Open for Business.” March 16, 1911. 

 

Attachment 4: “Brownwood Park Subdivision:  Lots in this Beautiful Park Now Ready for Sale.”  

Adair Plat Advertisements.  Vol. 15 Maps LL 176 District 15. Sheet 66.  Kenan 

Research, Atlanta History Center. 

 

Attachment 5: Atlanta Constitution. "Church Dedication" July 17, 1887. 

 

Attachment 6: Atlanta Georgian and News. “Many Improvements for East Atlanta.” June 2, 1910. 

 

Attachment 7: Atlanta Georgian. “Gala Ceremony to Mark Lighting of White Way.” October 12, 

1928. 

 Atlanta Georgian. “Prosperous E. Atlanta Bids for Home Owners.” October 12, 1928. 

 

Attachment 8 & 9: East Atlanta News. “Wit and Wisdom.” October 16, 1936. Copy provided by 

Hal “Woody” Woodyard, Franklin Springs, Georgia. 

 

 Pruitt, Reverend W.N. “A Warning to Everyone.” East Atlanta News. October 16, 1936. 

Copy provided by Hal “Woody” Woodyard, Franklin Springs, Georgia. 

 

Attachment 10: East Atlanta News, January 6, 1948, Vol 14, No 1. 

 

Attachment 11: Herman Hancock, “East Atlanta Unit Dedicated at Ceremonies,” The Atlanta   

Journal, December 6, 1949.  

 

Attachment 12: “Church History.” Martha Brown United Methodist Church (1882-1977) directory. 

1977. Eastside United Methodist Church Archives. Atlanta, Georgia. 

  

Attachment 13: Wesleyan Christian Advocate. “Martha Brown Church Builds New Parsonage,” July 

18, 1947, p 1. p. 8. 

 

Attachment 14:  East Atlanta News, December 7, 1954, Vol 19, No. 49. 

 

Attachment 15: Johnson, Carolyn. “E.A. Minor Lodge #603 History.” Email. August 25, 2017. 

 

Attachment 16:  Atlanta Constitution. “$90,000 in Sales Announced Friday.” June 18, 1921.  

 

Attachment 17:  Atlanta Constitution. “Annexation Proposal to Be Heard Tuesday.” June 9, 1927. 

 

Attachment 18:  Atlanta Constitution. “Beautification Begun in Brownwood Park.” May 25, 1937.  

 

Attachment 19:  Atlanta Constitution. “Brown Estate. Out of Court.” March 24, 1906.   
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Attachment 20:  Atlanta Constitution. “Crowds Throng Madison Theater on Opening Night.” July 3, 

1927.  

 

Attachment 21: Atlanta Constitution. “For County Union Committee Pleads.” (March 27, 1909. 

 
Attachment 22:  Atlanta Constitution.  “Townley to Head E. A. Minor Lodge; Temple Planned.” 

December 17, 1922. 

 

 


